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Fun times: Seventh. grude science teacher Fred Ribits, part of the three man Science

. Explosion group along with David Bydlowski and Charles

ine, walks through the

~ atsle as teachers blow bubbles at the Civic Theater.
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teachers to celabrato past accoms
~ plishments and prepare for now
~and exciting challenges.
. “When they go back now (in
. the fall), thoy’ll be running their
- own workshops,” White said.
" “Teachers will be sharing with

- each other.”

- Another poaitive byproduct of
. *"Colebrating the Journoy,”
~ White continued, was how it
- enabled staffers to becomo more
involved with.tho community.
All threo morning, sessions took
place at the Civie, following
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B ‘When they go back now (in the fall), they'll be
running their own workshopa. Teachers will be
sharing with each other.’
Judy White
—Assistant mpennlerxdew

breakfast at the Grand Cafe.,

The training seasions wero the
first major non-entertainment
uses of the theator since it was
purchased by the city of Farm-

ington, - .

City officiala are actively pro-
moting such usa of the facility by
corporations, hotola and other
unl.?.y groupa.
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Re_q:ster now for fall semester courses at historic and
beautiful St. Mary's College at Orchard Lake
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Teachers challenged to make
learning interesting for students
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Bill Pogo called his toacher
training talk “¥Yn Got What Ya

Get,” and that is oxectly the
polnt he drovo home du‘r{'nf his

day, June 14, ot the Civic Tho-
atre in Farmington.

*Ho (n student) haa the lifo ho
has, ho is what he {s,” Pago said,
=Our job {8 to take the kid and
any, ‘Today 1s the firat day of the
rest of his life, What can wo do to
begin to make a differenco?’

*Wo care about ovory ono of
thom and our job is to teach
overy one of them. That's our

Page’s inapirational, humor-
laden talk also challenged teach.
ors to “think in terms of making
our closses Intoresting, meking
our clasaes cxdung, getting our
kida involved.”

That moans dalng a spolling
teat differontly: sitting down for
the vowels, standing up for con-
sonante. Teachers in the Civic
auditorium subsequently
bounced up and down while
spelling “Michigan.”

Page urged toachers to qult

laining, start
and to realize that they have the
power to decida to do thinga dif-
ferently, with every single stu-
dent in mind,

Following the talk, Eagle Elo-
mentary School media specialint
Carole Kerston said she agraed
“wholeheartedly” with Page's

mesyage.

“You can't change anybody,”
Kersten aaid. *Anybody would
reaist change if you're trying to
make it happen.” But if teachera
accept students tho way they
nre, thore is a botter chance of
connecting with them.

Learning experlence: Sue Zurvalec, assistant s erin-
tendent, staff and community services, laughs during
the music and magic of Sctence Explosion at the Civic

Theaten,

H ‘You can't chango an

. An; would

yhody.
roslst chango If you're trylng to make It happen.’
But if teachers accept students tho way they are,
thore Is a better chance of connecting with them.

Carole Kersten

—Eagle Elementary School media specialist

Doborah Wilson, a teacher at
Wooddale Elementary School,
said Page's talk reiternted the
notion that “your beliefs, what
you beliove, will influence how
you behave.”

For example, struggling nu-
dents might start to turn
around because n teacher sees
potential in them where others
hadn't before.

Teachers help studenta learn
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- to belleve in themselves, in other

words.:
Korsten and Wilson also eaid
“Celebrating the Journey”® will
poy dividends for teachers
because it helpa staffers from
far-flung buildings meet, talk
and network.

“We neod to find out where
overy student is and honor that,”
said Kersten, about Page's com-
ments that kids are not about to
change. Instoad, they are who
thoy are, when they are.
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