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Boppln': Leslie Reinhold, Miss Farmmgton 1999, is flanked by contestants for
the 2000 title in the opening number of the Miss Farmzngtan pageant “American

Bandstand.”

Miss Farmington
Civic Theatre is perfect venue

County pageant has found & new home in

tho Civic Theatre downtown.

While Vladimirs Banquet Hall served as a
wonderful venue for a quarter of a century, it
seems only fitting that the year 2000 finda the
scholarship pageant moving to the city-owned,
centrally located movie theater, It'a the begin-
ning of a new era.

Sure, opening night wasn't without its tech-
nical glitches, Sound and lighting equipment
had to be brought in to accommodate a totally
different type of show. Timing was off occa-
sionally tt & the tw d-a-half hour
program. But mnsxdenng lt was a new expcrl-

Et looks like the Miss Farmington/Oakland

H But consldeting It was a new
oxperionce for all parties Involved,
the production went off quite well.
And there Is ample time to tweak
the technical aspects before next
year's contestants hit the stage.

its community spirit. The upscale salon adja-
cent to the Civic allowed conteatants to
change their outfits there, and owners Mike
nnd Kslley Nuwnk closed t.hmr business early

ence for all parties invol ¢ p

went off quite well. And lhom is nmpla time to
tweak the technical sspects before next year’s
contestants hit the atage.

The one obvious advantage to the new loca-
tion is being in the center of all the action. As
Dennis Page and Roger Ratkowski, owners of
Pagea and The Pasta Stop respectivcly, read-
ied a 1950s-themed parking lot dance across
the street, keeping the “Cruising the Grand
2000 pageant theme going, vendora prepared
their booths for Farmington anlly Fest and
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Didn't sound right

arcnts beware! Muny of you have no donbt

followed the lively di
the sexual harassment curriculum for the ele-
mentary level, particularly the fifth-grade
video. If you have listened closely enough you
would have heard the school board'’s position
that this is a state-mandated curriculum, This
has been quoted no lesa than four times in this
paper.

That statement didn't sound right to me so

1 did somo checking. I first searched the Intar-
net for any legislation requiring it. When 1
came up dry, I called my state Rep's office and
they checked with the Department of Educa-

onV o8 lud ° accomrn d ;, ::l:ln :.;n; and could only come up with the follow-
and hair done at Legato. Michigan Compiled Law 380.1300a. Sexual
Oﬂﬂ B“mﬂﬁ"’ﬂ hapa next year p har policy: mi: Section
ide having 1300a. Not later than January 1, 1995, the

walk duwn tho aisles of the Civic at some

point in the program. Watching each contes-

tant stroll to the stage at Vladlm:ra pmv-ded

an inti feeling not

by siroply hing the ric

on atage, then dxsappenr behind the curtaina,
Thu Mms Farmington/Oakland County

swarms of penpla walked the d
streats. The air was charged with positive

energy.
Salon Legato deserves a pat on the back for

p Pageant Program has grown over
the years intoa very popular local inatitution.
It's a solid part of community life now housed
in a city-owned jewel.

How about nursing as a career?

unsure of a major might want to consid-

or a carcer in nureing. It's a rewarding
fiold that offers jobs and opportunities for
advancement. .

Thoe demand is great. [ndusatry experts pre-
dict thinga could reach a crisis point by the
year 2005. Nuraes are gotting older with the
average ago yanging from 42 to 45, and there
simply aren't enough young people entering
the field to satisfy the demand. Canade, Eng-
Jand, Ireland, tho Philippines, Auatralia and
‘Western Europe also are roporting signi

H igh achool grads and college students

Jobs for registered nurses will grow 23 percent
by 2008 — faster than the average for all occu-
pations, Working in a hospital isn't the only
option for murses. Thero are many areas to

iali in,uuchna dmini; i r.lmical

Aleal

care, ] care,
N‘ummg has nlwnys been ripa with opportuni-
ty, and that will continue,

Salaries aro an isaue, too, Nursing salarics
start out well, $35,000 to $38,000, but don't
increase significantly. More career enhance-
ment incentives are necded for nurses to

nuraing shortages,
While the demand is grent, there is indus-
try presaure to downsize and cut costs, which
often resulta in workload increases for nurses.
Restructuring in the health care industry has
also had a negnﬁve impact on nursing. Some
itals, most ly Bayer
_Center in Ypsilanti, which is owned by Oak-
.wood Healthcare System, have closed.
. - Stays are shorter and moio procedures are
‘being done outpatient, but hospitals are

explore ad d positions within the profes-
slon. Thero's also a need for raentoring, expe-
ricnced nurses helping younger nuraes,

Better communication botween schools that
prepare nurses and hospitals, clinics and
other care facilities that hira them will holp
ensure that nurses are properly trained to do
the work that must be done. i

" Resources musat ba allocated to allow nurses
to apend more time balancing wellneas care
with monitoring illnesa. Nurses can teach

i hcw to take better care of themsalves

large care

dicine is the best medici

‘units whoso pationts require cardiac it
ing, respiratory assistance and intenso treat-
-ment. Heavy patient loads and pressure to
-treat more people, quickly for less monoy bave
-made pursing a less attractive career choice,

- Nurses complain about long hours, being

‘bogged down with tasks that could be dono by

-1ess skilled workers, and not hmring enough
time to spend with patienta,

But despite the challanges, thero are lota of
.good reasons to consider nursing as o carear.
The Bureau of Labor Statistica reports that

Imt they often don't hnva the time.

High school might I too lato to talk about
carecrs in nursing. High-paying, high-tech
jobs have the competitive edge. Work must be
done ot thojuninrh.gh luvul to attract a now
generstion: :

The women and men who make nursiug
their life work ara committed, caring profos-_
sionals, dedicated to helping people heal and
atay well, They deserve our adwiration,
respect and s7:pport.

board of each school district shall adopt and
implement a written sexual harassment policy.
After reading this I agsumed both my state

notice was part of the original plan and was
only implemented after several concerned par-
ents requested it. You should also know that
you can withdraw your kids from any curricu-
lum.

It is outrageous that our elected officials
would blatantly tell untruths to push through
an agenda. Unfortunately we just re-elected
two members who played a major part in thl!
subterfuge.

Tom Glomp
Farmington

Thank You

to Power Middle School parents and
local businesaes, eighth graders'were treat-
ed to “Beach Party 2000 on Friday, June 2.
This event was held to commemorate the end
of middle school and send the future Class of
2004 off to high school in the most fun and
way possible, Students

Rep’s office and I had missed hing, 80 I
wrote to the board to ask which legmlntlnu
they were ing to, The d
the abave referenced law aa well roforence to
the Office for Civil Righta (OCR). The OCR
enfomu among other thlngs Title IX, which

ibite diserh and
activities that receive !'ederal financial assis-
tance. I also received an OCR pamphiat enti-
tled Sexual Harassment: It's Not Academic
(which you should look at online at
www.ed.gov/offices’OCR/ocrst htm! if you
want to sco your tax dollars being misspent),
The OCR hes no legislative power to require
any sexual harassment curriculum.

‘What's the bottom line? We have seven
board members who voted for this curriculum,
vigorously defended it from concerned parents
and then hid bohind a fictitious law to deflect
their ibility. I have d our cur-
rent president to {nclude an agenda item on
upcoming board meetings to correct the record
publicly and have asked her to contact the
Observer to set them straight alao, Only time
will tell if eithor is accomplished.

You'll also notice that the district takes
credit for the parent notification of the cur-
riculum put into place. For the record, no such

port. These businesaes include:

enloyed ‘more than a dozen games, volleyball,
photo booth, and of course, food and prizes!

. In addition to parent contributions, many
local businesses atepped up to show their sup-

Focal Point Photography, Meijer, Papa
Romano's (8 & Gill}, Fresh Approach, Sam'a
Club, Busch’s Market, Costco, Novi Town Cen-
ter Theatre, Pancra Bread, Border’s Books,
Harmnny House and Tubby'a (Grand River
and Lakeway).

Local businesses are frequently asked to
support events held throughout the Farming.
ton Public Schools. They deserve our business
and our thanks for showing support for our
atudents.

In addition, thanks go to the following
“Beach Party 2000" committce chair people for
months of hard work prior to and including
June 2. Thoy are: Robbie Berndt, Joleen
Duprey, Rhonda Joseph, Wendy Cliff, Judy
Glass, Linda Smith, Karen Matthys, Olive
Awad and Anne Marie Falloon.

Cindi Helisek & Karen Kopicko
Farmington area parents
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