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ichigan fifth and cighth graders ncross
&!':'a_b:uud impmved lhalr scorea in the
t Pro-
Brnm teats for aclence, writing and socinl atud.iu,
m;djng to acores released last week,
: , Farmington's fifth- and eight-grade science,
Mﬂl studies and writing MEAP marks, for
gxample, were superior (o state-wide scores.
Fifth-grade resulta remained atable in all areas
mpnmd to last year. Eighth-grade acores, how-
‘ever, increased in aclence and sacial studies, but
docmmd in writing.

What is particularly eignificant ncross tho atate
;(tha long-term trend. By and large, scores oro
far higher than they wero when tho MEAP teat
became the instrument of choico for asseasing stu-
Qent porformance. Interestingly, some of the
biaut gtgns_bu\}o como from districts Lansing la

Reforms beginning ¢ to y1e1d results

; ‘be yielding results. Remote rural
ll - districts, where geographic isola.
tion limits resources of all kinds,

" a technology fix such as increased
reliance on computers and the
Internet may offer hopo.

Stato Board of Education Pres-
ident Dorothy Beardmore, one of
tho unsung heroes of school
reform in Michigan, is delighted.
"W'hat these scores show is that

dards-based jon reform works b

it makes senso to specify what kids should knaw

at various stages in their education career,” sho

says,

“All this goes bnck along way,” Beardmore con-
tinues, "It started in 1991 when wo established
model curriculum outcomes. In 1995, we estab-
lighed etandards, We worked on the MEAP test

, such as Hi
nnd Inkster,
~Various authoritiea greeted the report with -
enthusinsm, Loca) schoel officials aay it's because
hors and teachi hoda are improving,
. “State achool authorities say tho school system
1s finally beginning to make real progress in
reform, Gov, John Engler, who directed the
ykeuver of the Detroit schools, says it'a because
ubools aro realizing the governor is serioua,
' -Whatever When the nows is good, everybody is
entitled to take a chunk of the credit.
. All.hough it’s tough to do and tukes a long time,
)aformlng the public schools is not rocket science,
ible model for imp
"tent yean ngo hnt you decido what kids are
_ipposed to learn at various grades while they are
{1 school. Second, you nssess what kida do, in fact,
- Jearn; in Michigan, that's calied tho MEAP. Third,
you release these scores — district by district,
' sehool building by school building - to the public
.88 to ensure accountability, Fourth, you
ﬂnmmcl that schoola rcspond to the reaulu by
: and ials, Fifth,
s make it clear that you are resolute in nu\ylng
ofi the path of reform.

and gradually turaed it into an accurate nssess-
ment of what kids learn, And now we're starting
ta sea gome real progreas as all this trickles inta
overy classroom in Michigan.”

Beardmore'a right, Improving an’entire school
system in o state as big as Michigan doesn't hap-
pen overnight. “People are beginning ta figure
they might as well get on board because stan-
dards-based education reform is not going to go
away,” sho says. "Somo ycars ago, peoplo in the
Legislature were talking about abolishing the
MEAP test, but you don't hear much about that
anymore.”

In fact, the numbers of pupils taking the MEAP
tests are going up, ovidently in largo part becavse
of Gov, Engler’s bright idea of linking succesa on
the junior year MEAP to a $2,600 Merit Award
scholarship to college. Starting in the 2000-01
school year, eighth graders can earn $500 in
scholarship money to attend a public collego in
Michigan by scoring well on the .

A small irony amidat all this encouraging news:
Folks at the Michigan Board of Education have
yet to receivo the official MEAP scores report.

Adminiuruuvc responsibility for the MEAP

¢d from the atate board to the

+The main point to seize firmly -
Fight now, before all the pro- and anti- vauchcr
: pmpugundn hits - is that the nchool reform model

in Michi, Kids are ] g more,

q

Can’t beat 'em? Then join them

lynching in tha Deep South, the debato would
end w{th the ﬁnt volloy. That's certainly

lovu o parade,
Where I come from,
parades aro a tradition, the

proud hallmerk of every com. But nobody pl.myed “whites lynching  _
munity with gumption blacks” an children. Well, nobody in MY
enough to organizoe the veter- neighborhood

ans’ color guard, n high school Many of un, however, played mbcryl and

Indians.” Kids stilt do. Those unsnlightenad,
pre-1970s moviea and television series air
every day of the week on one of the 152 chan-
nels available on your satellits dish.
.P'm not saying that makes this right. I'm

saying it makes it understandable,

I'm not even saying this is reasonable. I'm
saying we can discuss it in a reasonable way.

So there I stood ... or sat, rather, on a land-
scaping boulder in front of a strip mall on :
Grand River, watching the parade go by. Per- -
spiring in the muggy heat. Holding my :
breath. As far as I knew, the Bhriners were

band, a few Scout troops, a
horse and a clown or twe for a
march down Main Street. I've
been to harvest featival
paredes, Memorial Day parades, threshing
beo parades and waterama parades.

There's just something about the fire -
trucks, the cavaleadoe of sports cars bearing
local dignitaries, pageant queens and school
kids and tho beat of the bass drum that draws
me like a magnet, Which is why I volunteered
to cover this year's Farmington Family Fest

Jotit HUBRED

parade. ill planning ough there
That, and everyhody else already had plans ;:Id] ﬁcﬂ, mm:,on;l;:'m‘g'g::::og‘
for Saturday, Wasn't long before the first group of thez
In nny case, I arrived in the office Fﬂdny marchod by, and then the accom-
lum panied by motorcyclists dressed up as cow-

my pl
about to bcenmu a bit ndcky And it had nn!h~
ing to do with the thunderstorms forecast for
Saturday morning.

Qur newspaper ran a column last Thurs-
day written by the chairwoman of the Farm-
ington/Farmington Hills Multi-Cultural
Multi-Racial Community Council. The ergani-
zation has been lobbying the Family Fest
board and area Shriners to climinate one of
tho Shriners’ parade entriea — an Old West,
ehoot 'em up, cowboys and Indians extrava-

boys, cavalrymen, bandits and Native Ameri-
cans. [ watched as the guys dressed in buck-
skin whooped it up a little and the ones wear- .
ing 10-gallon hats fired their guns into the :
air. The bandits pretended to fall dead after
bBeing vhot while attempting to rob the stage,

Personslly, 1 don't like either racial stereo-
typing or violence, make-believe or otherwise.
If they gave me a vote, I'd ask the Shrinora
not to run that particuler group in the Farm-
ington Family Feat parade.

Trouble is, I don’t get a vote. The festival
board of directors made a decision to allow H
the Shriners to continue, despite the opposing
view. :

Those of us who just don’t feel right about
it are left with a couple of options. A picket
line, a boycott, letters to the editor ... alt
handy tools for a protest.

Then there's the old, “If you can’t beat 'em,
join ‘em approach.”

1f the Shriners come back next year with
their guns blazing, maybe the Mult-Cultural

Thu problem, Karen Bo!scn said, is the re-
per o stereo-
types, She pointed out some historical truths
and eriticized the Shriners for poking fun at
Native American culture.

Bolsen's right. That clearly secms contrary
to the spirit of this community. Few citiea are
more culturally aware than Farmington and
Farmington Hills. Civic and clected leaders
make n mnccrmd und very puhllc cﬂ‘ort
toward incll

and

Dcpurtmcnt of the Treasury last year. B
learned about the current results by reading the

ﬁmmlly across the board.

+ ‘That's very, very good news,

.It'a important to realize that most of our
.é!\ool.u were not so bad to start with and have

considerably over the past decade, The

;Iktﬂcta with real problems have been the very
prban and the very rural, In the case of urban dis-
zgu like Detroit, where the outrageous politics of

0ol governance got in the way of good schools,

Mt:y!;e the next step in school reform should be
to tidy up some bureaucratic organization charts
80 the right hand kxmws what the left hand is
doing.

Phil Power is chairman of Homel'ows Commu-
nications Network Inc., the company that owns
this 5p , He your
either by voice mail at (734) 95.9 2047, ext. 1880,

dn!ﬁc measures like the state takeover appearto  or by e-mail at ppower@ homecomm.net

Multi-Racial Council ought to put on a little
show of its own. Their parade entry wouldn't
have to bo anything big and brassy, Only
meuningful. That's what the council and its

diversity.

Children in Farmington Public Schools
speak an astounding 80 languages. Thoe coun-
cil, formed 10 years ago in response to diver-

raiey e do best.
sity issues arising in our achools, has
fuly lounched & :dumw ol programs, incud- again 1 coor ot yoare ey, T bocked
ing their renowned “Rain! Breakfast,” to Everybody already lans
encourage an i d di elso has p

and
among people of different nationalities, mcdn
.and colors.
“One MCMR council member, Bolsen said,
pointsd out if the Shriners had re-enacted a

Joni Hubred is a Farmington Qbserver
staff writer who covers the city of Farmington
Hills,

stuff ?

Stuff you don’t need anymore. Stuff that's been piling up in the garage,
or the basement or the attic. Get rid of it with with a classified ad in
your hometown newspaper We're so sure you'll be able to sell your stuff
with three ads, that if you don't, we'll run your ad threé more times free.
That's right—

Sell it in three or we’ll run it for free—

three more times!

. How can you beat that?
You can't!
So, what you do is this:
Tell us you want our special three-ad deal, then if, heaven forbid!, your
stuff'is still sitting aroumd after the first three have run, call us and le]:
us know and we'll run your ad absolutley free in the next three editions

of your hometown newspaper!

oeoniine. com

onavomtmmloﬁulguln.s“ ..-/
Ap.mmnu Employment or Garago @b E W
Pmldpunu must purchass throe ads gemer tcentut
. afthough it may take only one of two ads
10 301 tha Hams) acvarised. HOMET ON Ewspﬁeas g DS
- Part of HomeTown Communication Network™ .
- ' Oak!and County: 248-644-1070 Wayne County: 734-591-0900
- Rochester, Rochester Hills: 248-852-3222 Clarkston, Lake Orlon, Oxtford, Waterford: 248-475—4593




