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When an actor performs in
repeortory, he or she has to be
prepared to move amoothly from
one role to another even if thoss
roles call for completaly differont
thespian skilla.

One of tho joys of attonding
the Stratford Festival in Canada
ia to see nctora stretch in many
difforont directions. This year,
Graham Abboy makes a strong
impression oa he moves from the
tragedy of Hamlet, as the
aggrieved Lnertes, to the light,
quick wit of Ounr Wilde to the
dashing swordplay of Alexander
Dumas all with equal aplomb.

‘The lmPortnnce of Being
Earnest

Oscar Wilde aubtitles his
(amous play, “A sorious comedy
for trivial people,” Tho mastor of
the bon mot waa considered
ahocking in his day, but his
skowering of the upper clasaes
now seems to have gained a
moral superiority all its own.

Earnest ia first and foremost a
funny farce that haan't lost its
ability to set an audience laugh-
ing at its abaurdly smug soclety
twits. Thie production uses
Wilde's rarely performed original
four-act vorsion, The play's first
producer pared the play to its
usua] three-actor, and tho extra
gi(poaition doesn't add apprecia.

Y.

Still, Stratford artistic director
Richard Monette directs with the
appropriately light touch and
quick pnce that Wilde deserves.
‘The sets also suggest an airy, Art
Nouveau style.

Twa dandics, John {(Jack) Wor-
thing and Algernon Montford,
each practice what Algernon
calls “bunburying,” protending to
be someone else or visiting some-
one olse when they want to aveid
responsibility at home. This sets
up the comic situation when
Algarnon decides to play some
miechief in pursuit of Juck’s
attractive ward, Cecily. Mean-
while, Jack pursues Algerncn's
cousin Gwendolen. This is all
played out in a London town.
house and a country manor,

Graham Abbey is qulck
tongued, bright eyed and ingrati-
ating and irritating all in one na

Actmg out

Festival stretches actors’ skzlls

Stratford Theatre
At tho Festival
Shnkelpeuu s Hamlet,
through Ni
Raby's ﬂu ﬁm Muskfnri.
through Nov.

8toln,’ Bock and Harnick's
Fiddler on the Roof, through

ov. 4
Molhrul 'ﬂxrtu/fe, Aug. 1to

At thu Avon
Bhakupom'lh You Liks It,
through Nov.
Goodrich nnd Hackott's The
giar,r‘ of Anne Frank, through

Being Earnest, through Nov. 4
Gilbert and  Sullivan's
Oct. 19

Buripldes' Medea, through
et 1

Findloy and Thompson's
gglmbeth Rex, through Sept.

Mnrg\lliu Coll«-led Stories,
July 21 to Sopt. 2

Mnumdorl Oscar Remem-
Bered, Sopt. 8-20

Tb get to Stratford, take the
bridge to Windsor, follow High-
way 401 east to Exit 222 (the
next exit after Ingersoll), then
follow County Road & north to
Stratford,

For ticket information, call 1.
(800)567-1600, or check their
Wclb site at www.stratford-festi-
val.ca.

oV,
Wilde's The Importance of|.

CTLLA YN T

Upper crust: The cast of “The Importance of Being
Earnest” (left to right) Claire Jullien, Patricia Collms,
Graham Abbey, Domini Blythe, Donald Carrier,
Bernard Hopkins and Michelle Giroux.

tho innocent Cecily,

All's well that ends well, of
course, when everyano learns the
importance of being oarnest.

‘The Three Musketeers'

Not al] theator ia about words,
Some thoater ia nbout sword
fights, derring-do, bravado and
romance.

All of theso burst through in
Peter Raby's stage adaptation of
Aloxundro Dumaa’ The Three
3. Aa the opening pro-

Algernon, an Edwardian slacker,
who gets the lion's share of witty
retorts.

When o servant auggests
reservations about marriage
Algoernon laments, “Really, if the
lower orders don't set ua a good
example, what on earth is the
use of them?"

Donald Carrier is less light-
footed s Jack but still hama it
up appropriately.

Veteran Patricin Collina gives
another of her fine snooty perfor-
mances an Lady Brancaster, who
geta to remark, “To lose one par-
ent, Mr. Worthing, may be
regarded as a misflortune; to loss

logue nuggenu thia is n perfect
intreduction to theater for young
people, vspecially boys. A young
boy in his pajamas comes on
stage with a giant atorybook
which suddenly comes to life
with musketcora, swords aloft
p}ltdginx. “All for one and ono for
al®

There nre somo suggestive
scenea and a prologue to an exe-
cution but theso movo quickly.

Raby has pared Dumas'
sprawling novel down to focus on
young D’Artagnon's quest to
become a musketeer against the
wicked intrigues of Cardinal
Richcliou and Milady de Winter.
But the novelistic sweep, muld-

Diroctor Richard Monettn
moves his cast through 41 scenes
acrosa northern France and
louthum England. This sort of

spood is
with stirring foncing scenes.
Graham Abbey leaves the
offoto Algornon behind in his
rousing, comic-heroic portrayal
as the hoadstrong, and easily
seduced, D'Artagnon, the youth

from Gascany who longs to be a

muskoteer.

Tho three muskotoora of the
title, Porthos, Athos and Aramis,
are the King’a loyal guards who
spend moat of their time fighting
tho rival guards of tho Cardinal.

Benedict Campbell is the most

dashing and the moat heavy
hearted as Aramis. Andy
Velasquez ia the poatic Aramis
and Thom Mariott is the roman-
tic Porthoa,

In key roles are Stophen Rus.
sell as the politically astute and
treacherous Richelieu, Kate
Trotter aa the sexually provoca-
tive apy Lady DeWinter, Claire
Juliien as Constance, and Robert
King as the grumbling grocer.

This is theater with joio de
vivre to spare!

both looka like
Claire Jullien is ling aa

(Sunday, a look at Niag

plo ch and plot
tions are i

the-Lake's Shaw Festival.)

FESTIVAL

Westland gets in gear for summer fun

Family fun, that's what the
Westland Summer Festival,
Thuraday, June 29, through
Tueaday, July 4, ia all about,

The festival will take place at
Central City Park and environs,
by City Hall, Ford Road and
Central City Pnrkwny. Daily fea.
tures include carnival ridos,
Vegna and bingo games and
muasic, overything from country
and classie rock to polka and top
40, Here's the schedulo of eventa:

Thursday, June 29
Rich Eddy's Band (10502/1960s
rack) 7-11 p.m., Main Stage.

Friday, June 30

Golf Chipping Contest 3-4
p.m., Tot Town,

Horseshoo Pitching 8 p.m.

Carnival rides 3-11 pan.

Jncob Ramig’s Polka Band 6.7
p.m., Main Stage.

R.PM. Band {top 40) 7-11 p.m,,
Main Stage.

Saturday, July 1
Parado 10 a.m. to noon.
Car Show 10 n.m. to 5 p.m., by
the lake.
Carnival rides noon to 11 pm,
Horaoshoo Pitching 1 p.m.
Parado awards 1 p.m., Main
Stage.
Family Day noon to 7 p.m.
Childron'a Picaie 12:30-2 p.m.,

Tot Town,

A la Modo Barbershop Quartet

1.3 pui

lc'; Cream Eating Contest 1:30
p.m,, Main Stage.

Josh Gracin (country) 2-4 p.m.,
in tho park.

Qolf Chipping Contest 3-4
p.m,, Tot Town,

Pio Enunn Contost 4 p.m.,
Main Stago.

Ople's Droam (classic rock) 7
11 p.m., Main Stage.
v »

Sunday, July 2

Froa continental broakfaat
10:30 a.m. to noon.

Carnival rides noon to 11 p.m.

Gamo Show Party noon, 1:16
p.m., 2:30 p.m., 4:30 p.m,, 6:30
pa.

Horseshoo Pitching Finals 1

pm,

Benny and the Jots (oldies nnd
classic rock) 1.6 p.m., Main
Stagoe.

Golf Chipping Contest Finals
3-4 p.m., Tot Town.

Loneatar Dancers 5-8 p.m,,
Main Stage.

Young Country Band 7-11
p.m., Main Stage.

Monday, July 8
Game Show Party noon, 1:16
pom., 2:30 p.m., 4:30 p.m,, 8:30

pan.
Siren’s Wob (modern rock) 7.11
pam.

Tuesday, July 4

Baby and Toddler Contest
Finals 10:30 a.m. to noon.

Carnival ridea noon to 11 p.m,

Eclipse (various music) 1.5
pm.
Tom's Karaocke 6-8 p.m,, Gaze-
bo by the lnke.

Bobby Lowis & Cracker Jack
Band (various music) 7-11 p.m.

Fireworks at durk Central
City Park.

MICHIGAN'S LARGEST

SPORTS CARD SHOW
JUNE 30, JULY 1-2:

N FFII129 SAT10-B SUN 10-6

STANLEY CUP CHAMPION

! SLAVA FETISOV

SAT,, JULY AST » 11AM - 1PM
$12.50 PUCK / FLAT (o ko 11x14)
$17.50 ALL OTHER ITEMS

SUNDAY JULY 2ND
M
$10. 00 ANY ITEM

FORMER DETROIT BASEBALL STAR
4 1968 WORLD SERIES MVP

MICKEY LOLICH

SAT., JULY 1ST « 4PM - 6PM
$4.00 ANY ITEM

FORMER DETROIT FOOTBALL
\ STAR & HEISMAN TROPHY WINNER

BILLY SIMS

SAT, JULY 1ST « 1PM - 3PM
$5.00 ANY ITEM

175 & EUREKA RD.
(EXIT 36) TAYLOR

34-287:2000

There “Are'A Million
~~ Great Reasons
ToPlay At
MotorCity Casino.
Did you know that you are
. one play away from winning
a million doflars? Introducing
" MotorCity Milionalres,
the promotion that randomly
selects one lucky slot player ’
to win a million dollars:
You don't have to play
with a special coin or play
_on a speclal machine -~ all you
have to do to win is Play.
‘ tt's just that simple.

‘ MotorCity Millionaires
-All you have to do to win is play!

- MinaR(T

casino

for more

vislt u3 81 Www.mot
“or call 1:872-277-0711.
*Million dotlars paid out over twenty yeass.

MotorCity Cous s0d the MotorCiy Cotino lu;u s ndemaits of Detroxl [ntectainment, LA €.
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