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Celebrate a journey

« BY TIM 8Mrm
HTAYY WRITER
trmilhOoshomecomm.net

Moro than 200 Farmington
clementary school toachors
awoyod in thelr cushjoned
soats at the Civic Thoatre,
holding balloon animals in the
air and singing a catchy tuno
titled “Hands-On, Minds-On,”

Thoy were onthusiastically
intoracting with David Byd.
lowski, Charles Kilne and Fred
Ribits, who parformed *Sci-
cnce Explosion: Brain-Based
Instruction Through Musie,
Magic & Comedy” during the
kickofF seasion for tho district’s
clementary study summer
academy, “Colobrating tho
Journey.” The academy took
place Monday, Juno 12,
through Wednesday, June 14,

Their message was that
teachers can increase tho odds
of reaching their studenta in
the classroom if thoy do vari-
ous projacts and activitios,
including music angd magic,

Tenchers listened to Kline’s
inatructions on how to make
balloon animals - demonstrat-

8 ‘I know | noed to be
dolng more hands-on,
ongaging students, -
gotting them up and
einging. Muslc retalns
knowledgo botter.’

Rosheen Hunter
—Wood Creek Elementary
School teacher

-

ing how air is matter that
takes up spaco — and then the
Jower auditorium becamo fiiled
with the sound of aquesking
clastic,

“By the way,” joked Klino to
teachers, who voluntarily
attonded. "A quick way to lose
contro! of your class is to hand
out balloons,”

Soon, he instructed the
group to remembor to loave
room at the tip of the balloon.

“Air takea up space,” Kline
explained, pinching and twist-
ing anothor balloon into the
shape of a dog. "Air nceda a
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da School ¢
and Carol Roble clap and sing along to a

Teachers learn how to keep
- students interested

“ placo to

20"
At the ond of tho two-hour
scesion, the guests led teach:
ora in a rondition of “Hands.
On, Minds-On,” and invited
thoth to brainstorm some now
aongs togother during break-
out sosaions that followed at
Farmington Training Center, °
Several toachers, aa they loft
the Civie, wero impressed with
the program.
“I know I need to bo doing
more hands-on, engaging stu-
donts, gomng them up and
singing,” snid Wood Creck Ele-
mentary School teacher
Rosheen Hunter. “Music
retaina knowledge bettor.”
8cott Staulter, a teacher at
Beechview Elementary School,
noted that it ia important to
“got tho kida moving, it stimu-
1ates their brain. I think woll
have o lot more teachors using
the concopta we eaw here.”
Judy White, the district’s
ossistant superintendent for
instruction, said the pmgrum
was a uniquo and fun way far
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Yeah! Beverly Papai, library director; presents Laura Anne Mihalko and her mam,
Patricia, with gifts that accompanied the 11-year-old’s distinction for pushing the ..

circulation over one million.

Library hits a million!*

BY JoNt HUBRED
STAFY WRITIR
Jhubred@oe.homecommanet

Laura Anne Mihalko and her
mother, Patricia, rode their bicy-
cles to the Farmington Commu-
nity Library Wednesday after-
noon, never expecting thoy
would leave with a lot more than
Jjust a fow books.

The 11-year-old Dunckel Mid-
dle School student's five young
adult novels - books by R.L.
Stine and Christopher Pike -
pushed the library'a circulation
ovor one million, She and her
mother reccived a goodie bog
packed with library memorabilia
ond n gift cortificate to Borders
Books and Music.

The celebration commemorat.

. od an important bonchmark,

according to Executive Director
Bev Papni. -

*Thero just aren't that many
libraries with a million circula-
tion,” Papai said, naming Ann

Arbor, Dearborn, Grand. Rapids,-

Detroit, Kent and Wayne Coun-
ties among the handful that

havo.

While library professionals
have speculated about declining
circulation in tho wake of the
Internet and  electronic
resources, Farmington's experi-
enco has beon tompletely the
opposite, Papal said. As tho use
of Internet-bascd resources has
increased, by more than 50 per-
cent from 1888/98 through
1899/2000, so haa the number of
itoms checked out.

Laura visits cither the Farm-
ington or Formington Hille
branches about once a weck, is
member of the summer reading
club and participated in “Battle
of the Books,” a roading compoti-
tion held during this yoar's
Farmington Area Arts Festival.
Her favorito part of t.he lihrnry is
the Young Adult

“1 like their books,” ahe said,

Papai belleves an investment
in materials has contributed to
the incrensa in ation.

“We have doubled thu monles
spent for new hooka,” she said.
=Tho selection at both branches
has dramatically improved, not

B CIRCULATION

only for best sellers but also [or
adding dcpth and breadth to Lhe
collection.”

Cireulation for both librariet
was 943,336 in 1998/09, among.
83,492 cardholders, Papai pro-
jects thero will be 84,000 card-
holders at the end of this fiscal
year, June 30, Internet and elee-,
tronic logins are expected to rise
as well, from 361,203 in 199895
to around half a million thia

year, i
In June, 1985, the librariea cir<.
culated sbout half a million
itoms, which incronsed by,
100,000 over the next five years,
With a significant expansion nnd'
remodeling in prog‘rell at 'the
Hills branch, Papai said amllu'-f
tion could taks n significant loap.
-“It's conceivable within ¢l
next five years, we could sce a5
percent incroase in tlrcuhtion"-
she sald, “That makes a big dif
l'ercnco in how wo do our plan:
ning.”
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