Dorothy Beardmore ended her term as presi-
at

OTHER OPINIONS

credlt Beardmore for taking
stand for school improvements

d a bunch of teachers and ed

dent of the Michigan State Board of Ed

the turn of the year, Her involvement in K-12
% education runs more than 30 ycars and stands aa
a monument to tho ways citizen participation in
the governance
of our state
improves the
lives of all of us.

With & freshly-
minted B.A.
from Cornell,
Beardmore and
her husband
moved to
Rochester, where
she got involved
from the get-go
in community
activities,

Sho volun-
teeredtobea
member of a
committee to
pick a sito for the second high acheol. Of course,
“As I was the only woman on a 12-man commit-
teo, you know perfectly well who got to be secre-
tary.” she explains. Then she realized the school
hor kids were attending was newly opencd and
lacked a library, so ahe and some other volun-
teers went out and created a library.

Beardmore m:ldu, “At a cortain peint, somebody
anid, ‘If you're going to be doing all this, why
don't you go on the school board? and so I ran.”
She waa elected to the Rochester school bnnrd in
1867, which was also the year coll

Phil Power

1 said various inflammatory
things nbout schools and how they didn’t teuh
kids the skills they needed to get good -paying
jobs,

After I finished, ] was upprvnnnm by a achool-
marmish woman, tall, with piercing cyes and an
angular jaw whoin a gcnzlu way upbraided me
for what 1 conmdcrcd minor inaccuracies, Bul as
we talked, I di d that Dorothy B,
know more about K-12 education in Michigan
than anybody I had ever met and that ahe was
l|:xv:pm'ed to talk about it as long as I was ablo to

ster

School ml'urm in Michigan simply would not
have taken place without Dorothy Beardmore’s
carcer in education.

She promoted the new rules for teacher certifi-
cation in 1985 that brought teacher credentials -
into the 20th century. She spearheaded Public
Act 25, requiring schools ta aubmh regular uchool
improvement plans.

8he underatood from the alart thnt impnwing

School reform In Mlchlgxn slmply
- would not have taken place without
. Dorothy Beardmore.

3

1
schools was at heart a matter of defining what
kids were supposed to learn, setting in place

ing wnlh teachers’ uniona started in Mlchignn.

She served on the Rochester school board for

eight years and, in eddition, served 12 years on
 the Intermediato School Board, taking the seat of

' "someone whn made a habit of -!eeping through

 meeting.

So whm she ran for the State Board of Ediice-
tion in 1884, Dorothy Beardmore had immersed
herself in all aspects of K-12 education for more
than 20 years. *I decided to run because I didn't
like the way tho state bonrd was responding to A
Nation at Risk, the celebrated report on schools

America that coined the phrase ‘a rising tide of
mediocrity,”™

She ran successfully for a second term in 1994,
serving aa o persistent, knowledgeable voice of
sanity on a board that wns dominated by noisy,
right-wing idealogues who were more interested
in tearing down the public schools than in
reforming them. A moderate Republican in the
mold of former Gov, William Q. Milliken, Beard-
more was olected president of the state board in
1998, winning votes from both Republicans and
Democrata,

- Ifirst met Dorothy Beardmore in the mid-
19808 when I was chairing the Michigan Job
Training Coordinating Council. I hud been invit-
&d to give a speech to a statewide conference that
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to learn what kids actually
did learn and then feeding back the results into

teaching methods, text books and curriculn —
Y by ct building by buildi

Y,
* trict by district. And so she was deeply involved

in devolopinu the MEAP test, uow used as the
. of pl.lpll perft
and the icul that undergird the

test. .
In the letter accompanying her essay on 18
years at the state board, Doruthy Beardmore *
wrote, “Such a recital ol‘atute board contributions
begins to sound whiny, since we get little credit .
for. our work.” She ¢l with characteristic pre-
cision: “If what I've sent isn't what you had in
mind, I can always try again, You spoke in terms
of nbvut 900 words. I'm sending 898."

Dorothy Beardmore has dene more for more
people with far Jesa credit than she deserves. We

more — many more! — like her.
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Every;uurnn] ist who luu written about Mx nhn-
n law has

d gu!
. that tha changes will make it “casier” to get a per-

mit, that more people will be allowed to carry con-
ean] ed weapona.
dispute such 1

(FIAT
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Better eXp'lanation
of concealed gun
law is needed

1find that one hard to believe. I think of 16 and _
16 year olds - who are not known to be the most ..
motivated or persistent group of people (and I can
say that becausa I was that age myself once). Yet -
nelrly everyone in that age group is willing to
a lot more ing and course work to

They argue the new law — approved by lawmak-
ers last month, signed by Gov. John Engler Tues-
day, end scheduled to take effect in July - is the
most restrictive of any state that has a “must
issue” law fm' CGW permits (and that appears to
ba true.)

They lny some who now hold permita won't be

‘ble to get them under the revised law (which

may also be true.) The new law prohibits even
thoumth CCW permits from taking guns into
certain types of buildings, such as schools, day-
care centars, arenas, bnrs, hospitals, casinoes and

: chumhel (and that much is definitely correct.)

In the final daya of the dcbate in lame duck ses-
sion, proponents said they had no idea how many
new guns would be on the streets, or even
whether there would be more out there at all.

Rep. Mike Green, R-Mayville, who once estimat-
ed that the number of additional permit holders
would come to something like 200,000, admitted
ho’d pullcd that number out of thin air, Sen. Bill

ard, R-Highland, contended that no one knew
whnt the real numbers would be,and that the

.only way to find out for sure would be to pass the

bill and see what happened.

The information shared with the press and pub—
lic about the likely effect of the changes consisted
of aomo graphs that purportedly showed crime
going down in other states as the number of the
gun pemntl increucd But the -beeta were 80
They lacked &
kay to ex‘pln.m whnt the graphs supposedly
showed. They even failed to include a source so
that the information could be verified.

Such a lack of data about the likely result of a
bill is surprising in a state eapital where the prob-
lem is uaunlly just the opposite, where typically
the difficulty is making sense out of i

t the permita they seem to want very badly,
their ddver’l licenses,

Tdon’t see that a requirement for eight hoursof

capital where the problem Is usual}
Just the oppoasite ..

S
firearms training, which must include three hours ==
on the firing range, as much of a disincentive. L

So long 82 you are willing to spend that much * =%
time in a class and are at least 21, don’t have a *
criminal record, and don't have a history of men-
tal illness, the new law saya Jocal gun boards will
have to give you & permit, -

That is, the law will say that if it is allowed to -
go into effect. Wayne County Prosecutor
Duggan and n coalition of police and prosecutors

- from acroes the state are planning to run a peti-
tion drive aimed at putting the law to a referen- -
dum on the election ballot in November 2002. ’
. Hopefully, the quality of information about shl
what the change will truly do will improve by b

en.

Frankly, the idea of passing Icgislation without - -
such information to sce what hnppens is a rather
odd approach. And it would seem rather unneces-
sary, considering 30 other states have “shall
issue” laws already.

Typically when other states have similar laws
in effect, the folkl in Lansing can make pretty !

overload.
Proponents will slso argue that the bill's new

ne., &
lhat owns this newspaper. He welcomes your
comments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-
2047, Ext. 1880, or by c-mail at ppower@
homecomm.net

for gun safety ing will ur-
nge some would-be permit applicants, who would
rather not bother with the class cven if it means
foregoing getting their CCW permit,

about what their propesals
are lll:ely to do. Well, they can if they want to.

WEeEsT BLOOMFIELD
ScHooL DI1sTRICT

2 DAy

he Weat Bloomfield School District prides
!5 ‘\ﬂllllfua offering outstanding educational
5 4’«4apmmum 10 alf its students. And now,
lall Gakland County students have that
mwdunw, 200, free of charge, through
program.
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New shipments
arriving every day!

Come in and see our great selection

of home appliances, all at terrific low .
prices. You're sure to find just what

you've been looking for, from washers

and dryers to refrigerators and more!

15-50*OFF

Bring this ad In and getan

Ad monul 0 off
mlnﬂ-mp:: m'”"‘““.lﬂ"'

$100 o mor. Offr wefid It Sasn Cutint Saoren.
Caoh vohva 17208

SEARS

Oe-ol-8 Wnd, cut-of-carton, discontinued, V1ad, ITatched and Gented merchandise, Tieres picturd acs Just & few examples o the fondreds of great vatues.
a onty. Actuat by stors.

SEARS WAREHOUSE OUTLET
. 12001 SEANHS AVE.
AMILE welgr OF IS\ SRR T OFF PLYMOUTH RO

HONE. 422-5700
Nm« more ways lobuy at Suu
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Mike Malott reports on the local implica- %,
tions of atate and regional events. He can be
reached by phane at (248) 634-8219 or by e-
mall at mmalott@homecomm.net 2

_maltal mmal NSES
Home Appliances :
"

Regular retail prices -

Excludes special purchases w

o

-

W

14

|

A

1,

”

%

oy

3

N

L=

|

™

M

9

I 8

-

73

B I

. 1

IS 3¢

Open 7 Days "

Mon. & Fri. 9:30 a.m.-9:00 pm. "
Tues,, Wed., Thure. & Sat. 30 am -A00 pm. {3
Sunday 12:00 Noon to 5:00 p.m. N
PREVIOUSLY SELECTED MERCHANDISE NOT INCLUDED .{+
mioveire} 2




