Students

design cars
of the future

arah Dixaon thinks young, and

that's exactly the type of design-

er Ford Motor Company is trying
to attract to its ranks. As o fourth
year Industrinl Design student at
Center for Creative Studies, Dixson, a
Livonia resident, is frugal w:th her
money while keeping one eye on the
future. Those qualities were what she
and the 13 other students in Mollie
Fietcher’s Color and Trim class kept
in mind when re-inventing n Ford
Focus wagon last semester.

Ford donated the car to the echaol
and gave students a free hand in
redesigning the color, trim, interior
and exterior of the vehicle. In keep-
ing with the theme of sophistication,
atudents named the car, the Ford
Focus FAZE. It will be on exhibit at
the North American International
Auto Show Saturday, Jan. 13, through
Sunday, Jan, 21, at the Cobo Center in
Detroit.

“We wanted it to be a car you would
use when you firat get out of college
and then start a family, sort of like a
mini van but more stylish,” snid Dix-
son, “We chose a brown exterior to go
with the theme and for the interior
went with a palette of dark brown,
light blue with accenta of copper. With
interiors you can be a little more con-
ceptual,

“We tried to bring {n something you
don't see. You don't see many brown
colors anymore and you nover see cop-
per acconts, You gee a lot of brushed
motal and eblny steel or thromo bm.
not copper™ i ¢ .

Dixson learned nbout moro than
color and trim in the class, though.
She experienced what it was like to
work with a client and suppliers in
addition to a design team.

“We learned how to work with peo-
ple to do one project,” said Dixson, a
graduate of Churchill High Sehool in
Livonia. "Now I know what it's going
to be like in the business world. It's
hard to get 14 to 16 people's opinions.
The majoerity won after a lot of talk
and pushing your ideas on other peo-
ple like o salesperson.”

Concept cars

Having experienced what it was
like to work as a team, Dixson is
excited about seeing what profession-
al Motor City designers have come up
with this year. She tries to never miss
an auto show because she likes seeing
tho concept cars.

*“It’'s amazing to see not only the
cars but the lighting and graphics,”
said Dixson. “You get a sense of
what's new in design and colorwise,
They determine colors four years
back. We used a color palette that
would be used by a car company in
2004. There's a lot of deep chocolate
brown like Godiva; not much gray,
and & vibrant orange and yellow. Peo~
ple are opening up more to color.
Before now people were afraid to put
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Classic tale: Elena Andrienko plays the

{ Ballet’s prod
of “Swan Lake.'

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN

WRITER
Ichoniin@oe.homoecomm.net

 omance never goes out of style. When the

hii ing blue light d ds on tho

Rusajan National Ballet’s production of Swan
Lake, a hushed silenco will follow as the classic
love uwry unfnlds Evcr since the ballet was firat

d in St. Py in 1895,

have packed th to soe the ch hy Mar-
iua Petipa and Lev Ivanov created for
Tchaikovsky’s beautiful score,

“It’a a romantic story,” said artistic dxm:wr
Sergei Radchenko who brings the Russian National
Ballet to the Fox Theatre for two performances
Sunday, Jan. 14. “We need a romantic story in our
technology century to soften it a little bit.”

English audiences especially love Swan Lake
hecausoe of their conservative nature, said Rad.
chenko, Tho Russian National Ballet began its tour
Nov.:12 with 56 performances in London, They
arrived in Wilmington, Del,, Jan, 2 fora foubmnnth
tour of the U.S,

. PROTOS BT LARImA PEOKNCEUE
Love story: Evgeny Kern is Siegfried, the
young prince who falls in love with and

d’feal roles of Odette aml the evil Odde in

rescues the swan Odelte (Elena
Andrienko).

Sophistication:

(right) and Cristin R:chard &0
over color chips for the exteri-
or of a Ford Focus wagon to be
displayed at the North Ameri-
can International Auto Show
Jan. 13-21,

“I watch the renc-
tion of audiences in
England,” said Rad. |
chenke, *They love tho
classics Swan Lake,
Sleeping Beauty and
Nutcracker and invite
us back every year.
New works come and
go but these they will
stay for a long time.”

Ra isnot
tampering with suc-
cess, He's returned to
the original choreogra-
phy for the company’s
second trip to Ameri-
ca. Tho Russian
National Ballet per-
formed Swan Lake,
Slecping Beauty and
Carmen Suite on n
tour in spring 1999,
Founded in Moacow in
the late 1980’ the
company focuses on
“upholding the grand
nnuonnl tradition of

the major Russinn bal.  *
let works and developing new talents.” =t "~

“Our Swan Lake i trndltlcnnl and puriﬂod " said
Ridchenko. “It's the clossi ] story, nbsolutely tra.
ditional, without anything medern. The only new in
thia version is by the technicians.

“It opens with Prince Siegfried walking and
mecting friends and then appears the evil Rothbart
behind him. He is invisible to Siegfried then aud-
denly Siegfried sces Odette, one of the maidens
Rothbart turned into a swan, and falis in love, I
love everything about Swan Lake, The best is the
second act and the third act. Swan Lake is one of
my favorites next to Carmen Suite”

Radchenko danced Carmen Suite'and Swan Lake
when he was a member of the Bolshoi Ballet, Rus-
sin's premiere dance company. The spirit of the Bol-
shoi Ballet will no doubt be felt when the Russian
National Ballet performs in Dotroit. Several mem-
bers of tho Russian National Ballet come from the
Bolshot School. For more than 25 years, Radchenko
danced with the paszion and spirit for which the
Bolshei company is known, For the Detroit perfor-
mances, he is flying in principal dancers Elengs
Andrienko and Evgeny Kern from the Bolahoi Bal.
let. Andrienko, who dances the role of Odette/Odile,
joined the Bolshoi in 1991. An award.winning
dancer, Andrienko was born in Kiev, Ukraine and is
a graduate of the Moacow State Academy of Chore-
ography and the Moscow State Institute of Chore-
ography. Kern (Prince Sicgfried) joined the Bolshoi
Fnllot in 1993 as a soloist. He is known for hiad

Tenl : ful elevation an

of “Swan Lake.”

daring stage presence,

'Russian dancers turn to tradltlon for msplratlon

Lakeslde scene: Te shimmering blue moonfght descends on the *
dancers as they wait to be rescued from the evil sorcerer in Act II -

What: The Russian *- ' “Imissdancingand  :
Nationat Ballet performs sometimes dreams (P'm &
the ctassic Swan Laka still daneing) but now I'm I
‘Whentt 2 p.m. end 7 p.m. dancing in my p\lpﬂ. »
5““"“!‘#""}:‘ " said Radchenkoe. :
Detroit o Theatie. “Since (Perestroika) =
Tickets: $27.50, $37.50, | dancers are migrating 7
$45 and $75, coll (248) | from one company to N
4331515 another. Half the compa- 3

ny has dsince it~

was founded. Dancers
liko to emigrate looking for a better life. I have bct- T
ter wages 8o I get the best doncers.”

Radchenko also attracted tho best coach ns a sec- ~
ondary artistic director - his wife Elena Rad-
chenko, Working together helpa the Radchenkos
case the loneliness and longing they feel for their
home in Moscow while on the road. The couple, who
were married more than 20 years ago, first worked
together at the Bolshoi Ballet.

*We completely know the detaila of each other so
we know what the other is thinking,” said Rad-
chenko,

Their closenesa nlso shortens the long days spent
in rehearsals which began six months ago in
Moscow. Dancers practice from 4-10 p.m. Each new
city brings a rehearsal to learn the stage. Perfor-
mances follow 46-minutes later. -

“Wa always rehearse before performing,” sald N
Radchenko. “Each atage is different. Some are
deeper. We must adjuat dancers for this type of
change. I try my very best to bring the best Swan
Lake to the stage.”

The Three Doctors perform classical music to benefit kids

BYAhIN'DA ANN CHOMIN
Ichomin@oe.homecomm.net

Drs. Joseph Kaufman and Tor
Shwayder seem totally at home as they
rehearse Becthoven's Kreutzer Sonata
for a Jan. 14 concert Lo benefit the kids
at Camp Discovery.

Their dedication to the music and
children, attending the northern Min-
nesota camp, i matched only by their
talent on piane and violin, Shwayder
belioves 8o strongly in the camp that
helps children with serious skin dis-
eascs overcome tho rejection they feel
on a'daily baaia that he's volunteered
his time for the last four years, He
Jjokes, music lovers won't want to miss
the afternoon concert of music by
Beathoven, Mozart, Chopin and Liszt
becauso it's an opportunity “to hear
local talent at reasonnble prices, and
sce physic(nnl do something boaides
give you shot.

But a seriousneas takes over as
Shwayder begins to show slides of the
children attending Camp Discovery,
He's seen first hand the joy the week-
long getaway brings to the children
who are scarred and suffering from epi-

ery.

Aftemmoon sonata

Kaufman (left) and Tor Shway-
der prepare to rehearse for a
concert to benefit Camp Discov-

dermolytic hyperkerntosis and epider-
molysis bullosa.

On daily rounda aa director of pedi-
atric dermatology at Henry Ford Hospi-
ml in Dctrmt, Shwuydcr denln with }v;ho
that
cause their skin tu bli-tm‘. turn into
scales or cost them their fingers and
toes, He relayed the story about his
experiences at the camp and as a doc-
tor in Call of the Loon, which was pub-
lished in the Journal of the Aruencnn

Medical Association in October 199!

*The camp is a time for being !ouchy,
feely nnd just being accepted for them-
selvea and not what their skin looks
like,” 8aid Shwayder, a Farmington
Hills resident. "There's arta and crafts,
campfires, archery, and a skit night
which gives them the opportunity to
participate in activities like normal
kids. A teen camp run the last three
ycars {8 in jeopardy. Whether it cantin-
ues this summer all dependa on fund-
ing”

Which brings the doctors back to the
subject of the Jan. 14 concert at
Madonna University in Livonia. Join.
ing them on stage will be Dr. Thomas
Hornyak, a pianist and dermawlogut

‘What: Ors. Joseph Kaufman, Tor Shwayder
and Thomes Hormyek perform a concert of
Beethaven, Franc, Chopin mdum

When: 2 p.m. Sunday, Jan.

‘Whers: Kresge Hall st ann unlveulty
36600 Schooicratt at Leven, Livol

Tickets: $20, suggosted mun doncuon Al
proceads go to the kids at Camp Discovery.
Call (248) 788-1500 g

at Henry Ford Hospita). Please no jokes
about The Three Doctors becoming as
femous as The Three Tenors. If all goes
well though the concert could become
an annual event that would more thah
make all their practicing worthit.
Kaufman and Shwayder began playing
classical music together a few years
ago und except for infrequent perfor-
mances before family and friends, they
play for the pure pleasure of hcnnng
Becthoven,

Both have studied their particular

instrumenta for many years, Kaufman
began playing pianc at age 10 and took
private lessons. He's been a guest
pianist with the Redford Civic Sympho-

ny and the Novi Concert Band.
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