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Safety first concern for sled hill

and neither will the times when the hill

is aupatviud. which currently is on
d school

days. jzed Boyer, all three

Officials from the cities of Farmi
and F Hills and Farmi
- Public Schools met Friday to work on
solutions to ongoing problems on the Shi-
awassee sled hill,

Apparently, progress was made,

“We want to make sure it'a anfo, wid
David Boyer, director of the Farmin,
Hills Department-of Special Snrvicns
“And work will be done to remove some
of tho (broken) hay bales and fencing.”

Boyer said another poasibility is elimi-
nation of ane of the sledding trails, prob-
ably the center trail.

The houra of operation won't change

But, .
partiea in the sled hi}t consurtlum will
step up offorts,

For example, staffers from the school
district will increase routine patrols of
the sled hill, located adjacent to the
Lewis Schulman Administrative Center
on the northeast corner of Shiawassee-
Farmington roads. And, Boyer, said,
police officers from the two cities will
have more of a prosence to “make sure
overything is OK.*

It is hoped that the improvements will
bgds;t in place by February, Boyer
al

“This winter's heavy snowfall has gen-

T Teoour cdlionel, page A

erated a huge amount of activity on the
sled hill. But some users have not fol-
lowed posted rules or vandalized hay
bales and soft-plastic fencing. The hay
and fencing are intended to protect sled-
dem from injury.

*“I've never witnessed this level of cbaun
on the hill,” Kevin Gushmen, director of
the Fnrmington Department of Public
Services, said lnst week. “It appears as
though there's been a lot more vandalism
than we've seen in the past.”

Boyer concurred that the use of the
sled hill is “a serious isaue, a lot of people
are using it and our goal is to keep it
safe” for those people,
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approve the rezoning from resi-
dontial to central business dis-
trict (CBD), Raymond soon will
move her nine-year business
into the historic district, Her
lease is ending at Village Com-
mons Mall in Farmington.

The site plan calls for Ray-
mond to make sure the business
blends in with surroundings,
with measures such as ample
landscaping, unobtrusive signs
ahd lights, Baker Stroot
Draperies would require nine
parking spaces, with six on the
property and three at nearby
Masonic Temple.

“I'm very pleased,” Raymond,
a Farmington resident, said
after the meeting. “I think the
public didn't really understand
it was either here, out of Farm.
ington, or nowhere for Baker
Stroet, And, I'm glad it's hero.”

During the publi¢c hearing, 20
peaple spoke, most of them
opposed to the plan., Some quea-
tioned whether Raymond has
demonstrated enough of a busi-
ness hordship to warrant mov-
ing onto Oakland rather than
" another rotail spot in the city,

The Felsots and others resid-
ing in the historic portion of the

Mumncy later said those con-
cerns *will be addressed, The
parking wil} be nddroland the

wil

told her to go to the guy on Oak-
land Street because it's zoncd”
for dual use, Johnson said.
“Someone has to coma to her
defe She’s a good citizen,

But the city’s master plan for
future land use, adopted in 1998,
lists that property a8 one of
three current Oaklan:

abea hada good business in the
...Thls ‘house is aultable fnr
f 18, It's no

that could have dual zoning —

food mnaurnnt that’s

‘The bottom line is |

love Farmington as

much as you do. '
Shelley Raymond

Baker Street owner .

plan if it involvea snenking husl-
nesses into that 20-foot area,”

erty, said Jlm Atkinson. *What

city also voiced that o

d about is the evolu-

. business thaere would cramp
" already-narrow Ogkland, over-
1oud existing parking, impact

tlon of that property. I want
some assurances.”

In def

lower values

" and cronte-a procedont that

might further whittle away at
the character of the n::ighbox‘-

Curront owner Ken Johnson

defended Raymond’s bid.
*“(Raymond) didi’t come to me,
she went to the city and the city

need to have a site plan
approved for that bmlnm .

the others - T fcr,um Pfeifer gaid. "It should be
?‘ali‘ng N the ]

clgot homo also chal- Not here
i'.;'é‘k [vtv::;); }:I;Kﬂ :n: Pfeifer turned toward Ray-
Estate that the mond, seated in the front row,
Moren cy. stretch of and added that *business is a
began the Onkland toush world and I wish you tho
hearing by currently ;:oa; of luck. Just not on Oak-
gmphagiz. is totally ngu;mml Te

presentativea from

o M rosiden: guiom United - located just east

An‘nther ing' the of tklza p:iopcl‘;‘d studio - also

spoke ngainst the rezoning.

E:::ﬁ::i::f ““‘BM: “We have nothing against
of the prop- church Baker Street Draperies,” snid
‘elll'lyi‘ v{hich isidlncuted !r)loéwleen' wngt 0 50-space parking Iet. f?‘“lmh deacon Ric.hn;d Newmun.
the Felsot residence and Salem nrmington A City
United Church of Christ. The Mannges Bill Richards soid Gus. 80ing ‘r;“;t'f' a h;“';- it s not
rezoning would remain in place ing tho medting that the future “mpghmp ate lor & businesa to go
whenever Raymond might sell, use of the property would be bet. N afv:;un snid the lack of park

“I'm !otnlly convinced Mra, ter pmucla&undor CBD zoning, ing ia tho pri 1d the lack ol park-

& will improve the prop- ture owner would Ng 18 tho primary concern.

Among factors worklng in
Buymond'a l‘nvor is she l; an
d busi.

Soveral regid
Jim Pfulfar,z:ggeaud that the
master plan be amended to elim-
inate_the_dual xoning for that
portion of Oakland Street, only
20-feet wide;

*Thie master plan is not a good

fdimei of Wes? CB/oonnfe/a’
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.‘

ness owner wnth lophilhcuud
clientele,

A lettor of endorsement from
Metrobank Prestdent-Bob Hein" =™~
rich, also of the Farmington
Downtown Development Author-
ity, was read into the record.
The lotter stated that Baker
Street Draperies is “economical-
1y viable® and the kind of busi-
ness the city needs to support.

She'll walk

The historical commission and
<oning board of appeals previ-
ously gave the required
approvals that would enable
Baker Street Draperies to move
Elto the treasured historical dis-

ct.

In December, the 2BA allowed
a parking variance that would
enable the business to use three
spaces in nearby Masonic Tem-
ple's parking lot.

On Monday, Raymond reiter-
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