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Neighborhood
birds sure aro
taking advan-
tage of our feed-
ing atation.
Black-capped
chickadees are
bouncing back
and forth, from
branch to feeder
and back again,
It bas always
been amazing to
mo how such a
tiny ball of
feathers can survive in such cold
temperaturea,

I,waa very pleased to see our
Carolina wren the other day, too,
In the past, winters with deep
snow and prolonged cold temper.
atures have caused Carolina
wrens to die. That is because
they are more adapted to a
warmer climate like that found
in the southern states. Maybe a
constant, ensily accessible food
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supply, like my bird fecder, can -

provide enough energy to allow
them to aurvive.

But one of my favorite feeder
birds is the white-breasted
nuthateh, This is the amall bird
that conatantly goes hendfirst
down the tree trunk. They have
a black or o gray cap to their
head, Males have the black cap,

females the gray cap. Their back’

is o blue-gray color and as their
nemos indicates, they have a
white breast. Below the bend of
the wing there may be a smudge
of rusty-orange.

A close cousin that visits
southeastern Michigan from:
northern Michigan and Canada
is the red-brensted nuthatch, It
has a dark line that passes
through the eye from tho base of

OUTDOORS
- CLASS/CLINIC

. FLY TYING
" Paint Creck Outfitters in
. Rochester offers a variety of (ly
* tying classes for beginners and
- advanced tyers. Call (248) 6560-
"" 0440 for more information or to
. maoke a reservation for an
. upcoming class.
! JUNIOR OLYMPICS

The Oakland County Sportsman
[ Club in"Clarkston offera a Junior
. Olympic Archery Development
, Program beginning at 1 p.m. on
. Sundays. Call (248) 623-0444 for
. more information,

- OAKLAND COUNTY
. PARKS

;
; COUNTY PARK REQUIREMENTS
1

Advanced registration and o
motor vehicle permit are
+ required for all nature programs
. at Oakland County Parks, Call
. (810) 625-6473 to register or for
' more information.

. PERMITS .
. The 2001 Onkland County parka
' motor vehicle permits are now
. on salo at all county park offices
" and many parks and recreation
' and township offices. Cost is $20
'~ through April 30, 2001. After

- May 1, 2001, the permit cost will
' be $25. All senior citizens (ages

- 62 and older) can purchase the

. permit for $15 at all times, Call

j (1248) 858-09086 or TTY (248) 858
- 1684,
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STATE PARKS

~ STAYE PARK REQUIREMENTS

- Maybury State Park, Proud
Lake Recreation Area, Bald

“Meuntain Recreation Area,
Highland Recreation Area, and
Island Lake Recreation Area
offer nature interpretive pro-
grams throughout the year. A
state park motor vehicle permit
is required for entry into all
state parks and state recreation

¥ areas, For registration and addi-
tional information on the pro-
grams at Maybury call (248)
349-8390. For programs at Bald
Mountain call (810) 693-6767.
For programs at Proud Lake and
Highland call (810) 685-2187.

'or programs at Island Lake call

(810) 229-7067.

WAYNE COUNTY
PARKS :

COUNTY PARK REQUIREMENTS
Wayne County Parks offers
nature interpretive programs
throughout the year. Advanced
registration is requested. Call
(734) 261-1980 to register and
for more information. N

(To submit itema for considera-
tion in the Observer & Eccentric's
Outdoor Calendar send informa-
tion to: Outdoors, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham, MI 48009; fax
information to 248-644-1314 )

;Nu_thatches amo

the bill to the back of the head.
The white-breasted nuthatch
l\l_n a large white cheek area
with no black line.
White-breasted nuthatches are
sedentary; they atay around all
year, unlike the red-breasted
that moves south during winter
every two to three years, In fact,
thore are white-broasted
nuthatches nesting in our yard,
or very close. During the sum.
mer they visit our feeders regu-
larly. They even bring their
young to our feeders and show,

them what to eat and where they
can eat,

Nuthatchea nest in a small
tree cavity made from a branch
that broke off which created a
hole where it was once hed,

A nuthatch uses its bill to
probe under the rough texture of
tree bark to search for insect
oggs, apider oggs, dormant
insects or apiders, and any other
smal! inverteb When they

They may even use an aban-
doned woodptcker hole. I have
watched thom conduct minimal
excavation on a cavity. Like the
chickadee that nests in a cavity,
they cannot excavate the new
hole because their bill is not
strong enough. They can only
improve on an existing hole.

come to my feeder, they take a

sunflower seed and wedge it into

the bark where upon they pro-

ceed to extract the kernel from

the husk, If they do not eat the

seed they will secure it in o'
crevice and return later to eat it,

if another bird does not find it

firat,

Their curious habit of search-
ing tree trunks by  moving down
the tree is thought to improve
their chances of finding food
undiscovered by other kinds of
birds. Woodpeckers and creepers
typically move up a tree trunk.
Nuthatches searching in the
opposite direction may find food
the other birds did not see.

‘To help them hang downward,
nuthatches have an extra long
nail on their backwards pointing
toe. This nail provides extra pur-
chase when there is only one

ng birds that remain in colder climate -

anchor point that holds mutlnf
the weight, . 4
Nuthatches are neat little
birds. Their slightly upturned
bill and sf y reminds me
of a feathered dart flying
through the air toward my bird
feeder. 1 hope you are enjoying
those attracted to your feedzu;

Livonia resident Tim Nowicki
is a naturalist with Indepen-
dence Oaks Park north of Clark-
aton in Oakland County, He dan
be reached at (248) 625-6473.
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