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Acts of others leave us
cold and siiow bound

The chlil embargo of the snow
Was melted in the genial glow;
Wide swung again our ice-locked door,
And all the world was ours once more.

= from Snow-Bound
by John Greenleaf Whittier

The deep anow of D is giving

Rules include no snowboarding (there
are other designated areas), no skiing
and no tob i Use designated
return patha os a courteay xo others and
don’t sled toward unprotected Shi-
awassee. .

& [t appears some Farmingion and
Farmi: Hills h were vic-

way to a medest thaw in January, But as
well prepared as Farmington and Farm-
ington Hills residents are for bad weath-
er, the big snow hasn’t been without inci-
dents. .

M On Dcc. 18 Farmington was forced to
ticket two dozen businesscs for failure to
clear snow from sidewalke. Thoy had
issiied warnings and allowed them a
week to comply, It scems to us that the
busincsaca would have been bettor
served if they had cleared the snow
immedintely.

The legal liability alone would prompt
most reasonable people to act promptly.
The city wisely requires snow removal
from business owners' sidewalks for tho
safety of others.

2 Wo have written twice in our nows
columns about the problems at the sled
hill on school-owned property on the
northeast corner of Shiawassce and
Farmington roads.

Kevin Gushman, from the City of
Farmington's public services depart-
ment, said the recent damage to the hay
bales d to dali Fi ing:
ton Hills naturalist Joo Derck saya the
hill is being “trashed.”

Some supervisory help, provided by the
Farmington Hills Special Services reero-
ation division, is on hand on weokénds
and on days when schools are closed.

Thus it's one of the great examples of
the two cities and the schools cooperating
on a useful project. .

It doesn't really take clairvoyance to
see that if there isn't some self-restraint
on'the part of the kids and the parents
using the hill, it could be closed or the
hours limited.

We urge everyone to step up the self-
regulation and te report acts of vandal-
ism, such as the recent fire in some of the
hay bales.

timized by a local snow removal compa-
ny. A handout in a mailbox prompted
many of them to send money to the com-
pany but when the big blizzard came in
December no snow removal services were
provided.

It remaina to be seen if the company
will provide snow removal during the
coming weeka, Hills police officials said
that individuals would have to take the

W 1t dossn't really take clair-
voyance to see that If there
Isn’t some self-restraint on the
part of the kids and the parents
using the hill, it could be closed
or the hours limited.

company to small claims court or file a
civil suit.

It seems to us that, if enough people
didn’t get promised snow removal, then
tho Qakland County prosecutor's offico
might want to look at the question of con-
sumer fraud.

B Finally, we have had two disturbing
cases of parents loaving kids in cars
unattended. In one, the baby was only 18
months old. In another, a woman loft her
two kids in her car while she-went to
work, Fortunately, in both cases, other,
more reaponsible, adulta reported it to
tho authorities.

Nat shoveling walks. Mis-using sled
hill. Cheating on snow removal. Leaving
babies unattended in cars. In each case,
it is not caring for others that leaves ua
cold and snow bound,

S:'couting mom

disagrees with

letter about Boy Scouts

3
Liam seething so0 [ hope this letter

sense.
But I must say it cannot make any less
sefise than the drivel written by Mr.

other sida of Scouting...

I have three sons, Two are in Troop 46
here in Farmington and the youngest in
‘the l:nfk. I hnv_e seen .tham grow in

%

M,

KEEP SHOVELING!
YOURE ALMOST
To My SHOPPE!

. T T ¥

M No approval

A recent Observer headline indicat-
ed the Farmington Hills Planning
Commission had OK'd plans for a pro-
posed development at 14 Mile and
Orchard Lake. I v{:n stunned.

d the fi

the Goodfellow program happon, We
have 11 standing committeea who
start working in early November to do
tho work needed to complete our mis-
sion. And of course we are all volun-
teers, no one is poid,
We have many folks that spent
leas hours working at our head-

I had h mecting
of the Planning Commission on Dec.
21 where the issue was discussed at
great length, The reality is that the
Planning Commission can only make
recommendations to City Council in
this matter, This they did with seven
“subject to” conditions, But it really
upset me that most Observer readers
would consider the project a done deal
because it was supposedly OK'd.

It is not o dope deal!

The rest of the story happened about
12:30 in the morning. After hearing a
couple of emaller agenda items, one of
the Planning Commissioners
expressed his feeling that the Plan-
ning C ion was being d
ed” (by Council) with respect to tho

1 doval t. Tw, f

0

sioncrs wanted to know why they had
not had o joint study seasion if this
was such a *hot issue.” Another com-
missioner said he wanted to table the
issue. One Commissioner wos confused
about the process. Then the truth sur.
faced...we were given g directive to lot
it go forward, so we voted for it.” A
quict “yop” was heard in the back-

ground. The meeting ended.
Fran Vallely
Farmington Hills

& Editor's note: The headline in
the S y, Dec. Farmi
Qbaerver for the above matter said:
Planners send huge retall project on
to the Hllls councll. Hopefully the
long story, two pictures, location
map and headline made it clear
this was only the plqnnina commia.

Noyak. Especially the h ending
“the BSA says that discrimination is a
value held most dear.” I read and reread
and rend it out loud to my mother and
nejther of us could make heads or tails,
Mr. Novak, were you ever a Boy Scout?
I am proud to be a den leader with Pack
228 here in Farmington Hills. I have
bean a Cub Scout and Boy Scout leader
formora than six years and currently
hold a district position as well. I have a
den of Wolf Scouts (second grade) and 1
did'recruiting in the schoa! this past year
as1 have done for the last few years, Not
on® time did I ever ask a boy if he
believed in God or not. Yes, there is an
achievement requiring a boy to explore
hisreligion and there are parts of both
thé Boy Scout and Cub Scout promises
that speak of Duty to God, And in my six
years I have never had any parent come
up to me and complain, And I would cer-
tainly never tell a boy he could not be a
Schut because he was an atheist!
}:would maintain that the Portland
lawsuit you used as an example had a lot
more going on behind the scenes than we
wére allowed to know.
1-don't elaim to be aware of the details
ofthe other cases involving men that
wege gay. And I will admit that I don't
alirays see oye to eye with the BSA on
sofee of their decisions. -
Put soms of your statements were so
Abldtantly one-sided I felt I had to
° respond, As far as I know way
erf>unmarried heterosexual can get
out of the is to break r:x!a-._

claim that the BSA is racist, -
wy;qndilntolerant, but you overlook the

=T . N

wisdom, comp.
sion, leadership, love for the outdoors,
tolerance and maturity as a result of

utas.

In my den just last month, we took and
entire den meeting and colored bags for
Meals on Wheels, wo decorated 300 cook-
jes for a soup kitchen in Detroit, and my
sons, along with a few others, rang bells
for Salvation Army. Then there is Scout-
ing for Food, where hundreds of thou-
annda of cans of food are collected each
year, Thero is a lot of community service
and involvement that goes along with
Scouting.

As far as a class action suit having to
be used to get women as don l=sders,
shoat, there had to be suits to get women
paid the same as men, to get women the
right to vote, to get women to play sporta,

And yes, we are still building traila,

forests and ed ing our chil-
dren, I don't know what kind of bad expe-
rience you have had with the Scouts, Mr.
Novak, but you certainly are focused on
the wrong things,

Connie Knie,
Farmington Hills

sion's d to the Hills
council, whose members have final
say.

B Goodfellow thanks

The 2000 Goodfellows year is over,
and our pledge of “No child or senior
without a Christmas” has been auc-
cessfully completed. Our delivery day
this year was Dec. 16, and it rained
which made it difficult, but the job got

done. .
Even though the was good

quarters, but one person put in more
time than any of us, and that’s Harry
Hogue our Warchouse Manager, Harry
stepped in for Bob Chappell who has
moved up in the volunteer ranks to
director of the Shrine Circus. Harry
did a great job and this is only his sec-
ond ycar, Also our Rookie of the year
was Tony Ferranti who put in many
hours in the warchouse, There are

. threo othora that I must mention and -
that's Joy DeFranco who was in charge

of the toy packing. Lisa Ellis for send-
ing out the “Thank You's,” and Aleta
Bame of Metro Bank for being our
troasurer.

All of us on the board of dircctors
want to extend our most heartfelt
thanks to all those who were part of
the team, We hope you enjoyed what
you did, that it made you feel good to
help others, and will consider helping
us again next year,

We trust you had a wonderful holi-
day and may the new year be good to
you.

Richard L. Tupper
President and general
chairman

8 Snow removal

It’s time for a change. The city has
beon trying to make the city strects
paseable but they lose the effort of
snow removal by not putting down
salt, The snow would melt and go
away from the strects if salt were
applied while on the last pass of the
trucks on all of the streets as it goes
away on the main streets with salt
applied.

Now for the rest of the story. The
scniors that have kept Farmington-a
live town need some kind of help. I've
been a victim of driveway suflrage.
Everytime 1 get my driveway cleared
8o I can use it, the snow plow comes by
and fills it up with large chunks of
road ice that makes it impossible to
get out or into my driveway, without

ng my car.
There could be a volunteor crow to
i:ol_luw after the snowplows fill cur

this year the Farmington Area Good-
fellows helped 114 families, which
includes 273 children under tho age of
12. There were 139 aecniors that
received assistance, and 38 disabled
adults.

This program happens cach year
> of the many people
who live or work in the Farmington
Area. The two wecks before delivery
day we had over 12 people at our head-
quarters each day to help sort and
pack the food boxes. Many people came
in the evening to help with the toy
packing and the home boxes for the
seniors, We put others to work typing
gift certificates and sending out thank-
you's to those who sent us money in

to our “All C: ity Mail-

Y

ing.

On delivery day we had over 70 stu-
dents from the three high schools
(National Honor Society) to help with
delivery of the boxes and packages.

° v of the Farmi:
Area are the greatest. However, most
residents don’t realize the amount of

.v { time and effort that it takes to make

dr ays that we have cleared them
ourselves for the first time. This could
be done on few homes where scniors
would registor that are over 85 and
with health problems,

This would make our town one of the
first to aid the soniors and health
problem people that have given so
much to our community.

To call the contractor that has been
in touch with our DPW is not the
answer, To remove the driveway fall-
out from our city snowplows would
cost $36, How much he doca for this
fea i ndt known but that would be too
much of a financial burden for seniors
and the health impaired, Most of the
seniors can't afford to have this added
expense to their already overtaxed
incomes, such as they are.

Maybe public service timo could be
used to help both the needy and the
penitent.

Or maybe someone with financial
and mechanical means could contract
with the city for juat the needy who
register after a plan is set up,

After all seniors are as important as

. our children with computers in schools

and libraries. They have nceds too and *
it'a only temporary.

George Strelczuk

Farmington

B Islamic coverage

On Wednesday, Dec. 27, 2000, and
for the next two days, the Islamic com-
munity in the United States and all .
over the entire world celebrated Eid
Al-Fitr marking the end of the holy.
month of Ramadan, The Farmington,
Observer, claiming to be the communi-
ty newspaper, completely ignored this
important event. People of Islamic
faith constitutes a substantial number.
“of your audience and we feel appalled”
for this insensitivity toward the Mus- .
lim cgmn‘tunity when %w Observer did

rajed ‘and Hanukkah

The coincidence of the threo reli-
gious holidays falling within days does
not happen every year as the Islamic
and Jewish Holidays l‘oll:;v the lunar

tendar. . Prosid nton delivered

s warm and eloquent mossage of
friendship and respect to Musiims
around the world on the above occa.
sion (videotaped and written). Presi-
dent Clinton said: “It enriches our
country with Islam's Teachings of ullf-

an.
ment to family. It deepens America .,."

Islam is the second largest monothe-
{stic roligion nfter Christianity, with
more than 1.4 billion followers world-
wide and more than 8 million followers
in the United States. Ramadan is the
holiest month in Islam. It is in this
month when the Messenger Muham-
mad (pbuh) received his first revela-
tion from God through the Angel
Gabriel. This revelation, which'contin-
ued for 23 years, is known as the
Qur'an, Thus, from that perspective,
Ramadan has a very specific meaning
as to its importance in Islam. Every
year in the month of Ramadan, Mus-
lims fast from first light (dawn) until
sundown (dusk),

I hope the above gives some perapec-
tive 80 you can be more sensitive
toward the community for the noxt
time.and in the hope for peace
throughout the world.

Muna Atasl,
Farmington Hills

Share your opinions

We welcome your letters to the editor,
Please include your name, address and
phone number for verlfication, We ask
that your letters be 400 words of less.
Wa may edit for clarity, space and
content.

Mait:

Latters to the Editor
Farmington Observer
33411 Grand River
Farmington, MI 48338
E-Mall:

g:;:_limmkldu.hommnm
248-477-5450
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