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TB spreads mto Michigan’s elk herd

Biologiate
feared it would
hmppen, but
Michigan's
prized elk herd
had remained
unaffected until
recently by the
bovine tubercu-
losia outbreak
that has
plagued  our
whitetail deer
herd in the
northern Lower
Peninaula,

That all changed with the
announcement earlier this wesk
that a cow elk haa tested positive
for the disease. The elk, a five-
year-old female, was Killed by a
hunter during the December
hunt in Montmorency County,
Mandatory tests, which nre per-
formed on nearly all of the clk
killed by hunters, rovealed the
dreaded results,

While further tests are being
cunducted to positively identify
the bacteria, officials close to the
case are confident it ia the same
strain of TB that is infecting our

eor.

Tho big question confronting
officials now is what to do. The
sad answor is that we are
already doing everything we can,
short of total eradication of the
herd ~ an option not yet being

discussed ~ und lhu dluua has
still surfaced.

There is already a hnidng and
feeding ban ~ two practices offi-
cials I:eliava helps apread the
disease — across the elk range
because of the TB outbreak in
our deer. The size of the herd is
kept in balance with the carry-
ing capacity of their range

ugh annual hunta, Testing of
the harvested animals has been
ongoing sinca 1998, To date, 760
elk have been teated and this is
the first to teat positive.

Elk dunppesred from Michi-
gan in the late 1800s: In 1918,
suven westarn elk were trans-
ported to and released in the
P:gcon mvm State Pnnst area.

tional management hunt is tak-
ing place through Jan. 26,
because this year's harvest goal
had not been met following three
hunts held in August, September
and December,

For now the DNR plans to con-
tinue on with its TB eradication
plan with hopes that, in time, we
can remove this dreaded discase
from our prized big game ani-
mals. It will take time and
patience. ’

Keep your fingem crossed.

Outdoors program for
women

Women interested in learning
more about the outdoors should
look mlo the DNR's Becoming an

and grew
inm o heard of some 1,600 by the
early 1960s,

Unfortunately, bocsuse of sev-
eral factors, the most notable of
which were low-quality habitat
and rampant poaching, the herd
took a hit and was reduced to
mere 200 animals by 1976, Pub-
lic interast grew and better man-
agemont practices revived the
hord to better than 1,000 ani-
mala by the early 1980s,

In 19884, the DNR held the
first modern day elk hunt in
Michigan in an effort to main-
tain & winter herd of 800 to 200
animals. Hunta have been held
every year sinco, In fact, an addi-

Woman (BOW) pro-
grnm. BOW offers classcs and
workshops throughout the year
at varioua locations around the
state in an effort to introduce
outdoor recreation to women.

BOW ia holding a three-day
workshop at the Nottie Bay
Lodge in Preaque Isle County on
Feb. 23-26. The program will
offer clasges fn crosa country ski-
ing, ice fishing, snowshoeing,
rabbit hunting, winter survival
and mushing a team of aled
doga,

Participants must be 18 years
or older and there ia limit of 26
participants. The registration

l‘eﬁé which covera lodging, meals

instruction, is just $125,
To register and for more infor.
mation contact Nancy Thurston
at (810) 392-2111. For additional
information on all the BOW pro-
grams contact Lynn Marla at
(517) 241-2225 or send email to
marla@state.mi.ux,
Winter is here to stay. You
might as well get out and enjoy
it.

Events/clubs

B Thoe Oakland County Sport-
fishing Association meets at 7 30
p.m. the third Wedncaday of
ovéry month at Santia Hall,
19685 Cass Lake Road, Keego
Harbor, Call (248) 693-4389 or
visit the club’s web site at
http://go.tofocen for more infor-
mation.

M The Seventh Annual Sport-
ing Flies Competition and
What's New in Tackle exhibit
begins at 11 a.m, Saturday, Feb.
10, at the Southfield Civic Cen-
ter. Call (248) 852-6857 or (248)
683-3688 for more information.

A gun and knife show bo held
Friday, Saturday tmd Sunday,
Feb, 24, at the Gibraltar Trade
Center in Taylor. Csll (734) 287-
2000 for more information.

(Bill Parker writes a weekly
outdoor column for the Observer

& Eccentric Newspapers.)

Vines have interesting features if you look

Vines  just
scem to blend in
with their sur-
roundings, In
summer their
leafy vegetation
is leat among
leaves of other
plants and cven
in winter their
naked stoms
look like any
other stem, But

ub, meets at s:?fo p.m. the

every
month ot the Gander Moun-.
willn Taylar. Call (734) 073-
for, more information "

mn

" The School for Outdoor, Lead-
- ership, Adventure and Recre-
. ation (SOLAR), a non-profit

. organization interested in

" promoting the appreciation of
outdoor activities, meets at
7:30 p.m. on the firet Tucsday
of each month at the Colony
.Hall in Southfield. Call (245)
. 88-6668 for infk

lboult cther winter activities,

or(248) -
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STATE PARK REQUIREMENTS '
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some vines have
interesting fea-
turea to observe when you iso-
late them from their surround-
ings.

Across from my subdivision is
a vine of wild cucumber,

Attached to the stems are sover-

al crenm colored, kiwi-shaped,
spiked, seed pods, Upon closer
examination they have a apongy
liko texture. On the underside
their arc openings where sceds
have fallen from, allowing an
inside view of their chambered
atructure. Wild cucumber is o
relative of the domestic cucum-
ber grown in gardens. Another
relotive is grown for its sponges
which people use for scouring
pads,

Vines often use teadrils to
attach to structures since they
often arc not sclf supporting.
Tendrils of wild cucumber nre
long, thin and tightly wound in
coiled shape, Wild grape, green-
brier and Virginin creeper use
tendrils for climbing and attach-
ing. But a closer look reveals dif-
ferent tendril techniques,

Greenbrier and wild grapo use
the same tendril attaching tech-
nique, A tendril grows from the
main stalk or stem and contin-
uea to grow until it touches
support. Tendrils that don't
reach a support wither away.
But upen touching a support the
tendril starts to wrap around the

A tun, exaiting and hcalthtul
way 10 enjoy the outdoors.
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Oals

Avon R

Get on the right track
with the

é Eecentri

NEWSPAPERS

Cross-country Ski School

Addison Oaks County Park c/o Oakiand
1430 W. Romeo Road, Leonard » 248-693-2432
Obeerver & Eccantric $ki School — January 6 and February 4 & 10,

ndependencs County Park - c/o Oakland County Parks
9501 Sashabaw Road, Clarkston * 248-625-0877

Obeerver & Eccentric Sid School — January 7 and Febnary 3 & 11
10 a.m.-noon and 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Cobin Fever Cure — Jorwory 27 * 8 a.m.—noon, Ice Fishing * 1-4 p.m., Ski
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County Parks

104 Exst Second Street. Rochester * 248-634-8308
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t Waterferd Oaks County Park,

Call 248-858-0906 for discount cou-
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structure. At thia point both
ends are anchored, but the ten-
dril continuea to twist. Between
the two ends an uncoiled middle
section develops around which
the tendril continues to coil. This
twisting creates curls between
the two ends that coil in npposlto
directions.

Wild grape is easy to identify
with its rogged looking trunk
made of long narrow atrips of
bark. Somo vines have a base
anchored in the ground that may
bo 4-5 inches in dinmeter. A baso
that size indicates a very old

vine that may extend to great .

heighta,

Greenbrier, as its name aug-
gesta, has thorns along its stoms.
Like many vines, its heart-
shaped loaves are often lost

among other leaves of the forest.

Virginia creeper employs ten-
drils, too, but they attach to sup-
ports in a different manner. Ten-
drils grow from the main stem
until they touch a solid support.
After contact is made, a small
suction cup-like structure grows
at the attachment site. No coil-
ing or twining occurs at the
attachment. Twining is neces-
sary for the tendril to search for
possible supports in all direc-
tions, but if a tendril never
touches a support, it will never
develop a suction cup.

The five leaflets of Virginia
creeper is the key feature to its
identification in summer. It
climbs up trees and crawls
across the ground as o ground
cover. This vine is harmless,

Bittersweet is a colorful vine
in fall when fruits from female
plants ripen. Their reddish-
orange berries surrounded by
the ocher colored casing is very
beautiful. This vine does not use
tendrils. Instead its stems or
branches twine around support-
ing structures. Sometimes they
twine around their own branch.
es. Often bittersweet vines form
a barber pole-like pattern as
they ascend 2 tree trunk. As the
vine grows and the tree trunk
grows, spiraling patterns devel.
op on the tree trunk from the
constricting vine,

Michigan does not aport many
vines, but the few we have
reveal some interesting featurcs
if you take the time to look at
them closely.
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lAST WEEK'S WINNER

Stacey
Balamucki

Wyandotte Roosevelt High School
Southgate Ford
on Fort Street in Southgate

Tune in WJR 760 AM each
Friday at 7:40 a.m. and hear
the Athlete of the Week
announced on Paul W. Smith's

morning show.

To submit your nomination for the High School Athlete of the Week:
1. Send us up to one page of information about the athlete’s involvement in

sports, community, academic achievements and any awards he/she has

received. Include the name of the high school and a picture of the athlete.
2. Include your name and daytime phone number.
3. Send your nomination to:

: . WJR 760 AM
2100 Fisher Building, Detroit, MI 48202
" Attention: Athlste of the Week
or
FAX to: 313-875-1988

Tune in to WII 760 AM Friday morning to hear the winner announced!

For more information on this weeks athlete, visit our web site www.wir.net ...
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