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apiritual life, Ailey’s works apeak
to all audiences regardleas of
race and gender, said Rushing.
“Even though we're scoing from
an African American man's cycs,
we're still talking about spirit,
Mr. Ailey's view of epirit, and
spirit reaches ell, touches all,
has no barriers," Rushing said,

Both Phases and Blues Suite
appear on the company’s Dotroit
program. Other featured works
reflect the company’s tradition of
exploring spirituality, but do so
from a contemporary point of
view, “The Ailoy company has
tho old and the now. We have
ballets that remind you where
you have come from and whoere
we are now,” said Rushing.

In Judith Jamison’s Double

Exposure, dancera hold wirelesa
video camoras during the perfor-
mance. The images projected on
to 20-foot screens allow the audi-
ence to see two sides of the same
person and invoke a sense of
inner conflict.

The sexy, well-received Choco-
late Scasions, chorcographed by
former Ailey dancer Dwight Rho-
don, is atale of contemporary
love, but again, revolves around
love as an emotion, snid Rush-
ing.

“It's obout the tender side of
Tove and tho tense aide of love. If
you are searching for n spiritual
experience, you will find it com-
ing to an Ailoy performanco.”
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If you can answer the three questions
listed below, call Crazy Al's Radio
Party (1460 AM) on a Monday at
8a.m.,

and answer two more questions
on the alr,

You could win The Club Bag.

Call 248-332-1460

a Club Bag from
Impact Embroidery

2., The Crew Cuts were named after

1. What instruments did Chuck Berry play?

3, What was the name of Dion's vocal group?

what type of haircut?

" r
Crazy Al's Radio
“Truly the greatés! rock and roll
LISTEN TO RARE ROCK AND ROLL ON

WPON Radio . Oldles 1460 AM

Oldies You Just Don't Hear Any Place Elsal
Crazy Al's Radlo Party Mon.-Fri.8-9 a.m., aftomoons 2-4 p.m.
LISTEN ON THE WEB www.wpon.com
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the audience will nccept it, but
sho's sure tho rest of the pro-
grom will prove enjoyable, In
fact, sho's presenting the same
chamber concert twice because a
similar program laat scason

Methodiat Church in Plymouth.
On Feb, 3, thoy repent the pro-
gram at the Kerrytown Concert
House in Ann Arbor. From the
apening sensuous flute solo of
Debussy's Prelude, which was

Storytelling ;.. .c.«c

posers who've written different '

versions for different aize
groups,” enid Washbura.
*Although there wers many
pieces written for big, lush
orchestras in the 18th century,

tures,”

Have an interesting idea for a
2tory? Call arts reporter Linda
Ann Chomin at (734) 953-2145
or send e-mail to ichomin@ oe.
homecomm. net

yourself in the etory,” said King,
“We're a goneration of people
who grew up on TV. Thie
engagea your imagination in
another way.,

*We live in & multicultural
socioty and atories help us
understand our differences, Sto-
riea have the power to teach us
understanding and tolerance.”

The Storytelling Festival is
only one of the events presented
by Canton Project Arts. The Peter

- Sparling Dance Company will

give a performance 8 p.m. Fri-
day, Feb. 8 at Summit on the

Park, 46000 Summit Parkway,
‘Canton, A verbal presentation on
dance will be given at 7 p.m.
Tickets are $5 and available by
calling (734) 394-5193. .

‘Vagina Monologues’ goes beyond mere drama

BY ALICE RHEIN

STAFF WRITER .

arhein@oc.homecomm.net
The sweet Southern lilt quick-

’ ly turns brittle when Sherri

Parker Lee talks about some
newspaper and television reports
that attempt to promote the
national tour of the Vagina
Monologues while trying not to

use the word.

*I think it’s ridiculous, it's a
clinical word for a part of the
body,” said Lee, who, along with
Stella Benford, _v:ill Pe ?erform-
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A modern version of the story
of the original strong,
independent womas.
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ing in the play
from Jan, 23 to Feb. 11 at
Detroit's Second City Theatre.
“By their reaction it says to me
that 8 women’s sexunl center is
something to be ashamed of.”
And don't even get Benford
going down that road. *I sit
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Broadway's Westside
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hour and thirty-five minutes I'm
on atage, that's 135 women,” said
Benford, whose Broadway cred-
ita include a role in Macbeth
with Kelsey Grammor, I have to
control myself because it hurts. I
could be any of those women.”

Playwright Eve Ensler waa
one of thoso women. As a child in
Scarsdale, N.Y., she waa phyai-
cally ang abused by her
father, and develo) an addic.
tion for alcohol that lasted into
college. At 24, she gave up alco-
hol, started writing, and hasn't
stopped yet.

Since its debut in 1996, the
Vagina Monologues has become
somewhat of a phenomenon. Its
current sold-out run at off-
Broadway's Westside Theater
features an eve cast of
female celebrities including
Melanie Giiffith, Winona Ryder,
Alanis Morissette and Meryl
Streep.

The play, in which the actress-
es talk about everything from"
what their vaginas would wear if
they got dressed up to agonizing

' ’accounts of Bosnian rape vic-

, has grown beyond the con.
fines of a play to being a social

What: The Vagina Monologues
Whea: Jan, 23 Feb, 11
Whare: The Second City The.
atre on Woodward next to the
fFox Theatre, Datroit

Tickets: $45 with $15 tickets
avallable for the first 25 stu-
dents with ID In Hne one hour
prior to each performance.
$85 for the opening night
charity gata on Tuesday, Jen.
2

Information: (313) 983-6611.

movement,

Four yoars ago, Ensler initiat-

ed V-Day, a global movement to
stop violence against women,
And last year, hundreds of col-
lege campuses, including Oak-
land Community College, per-
formed the Vagina Monologues
to raise awarencss and money
for women's shelters.

When the show makes its
threo-week appearance in
Detroit, Les and Benford, both
native Texans will share the
stage Jan. 23-28 with Lori Petty,
who played Geena Davis's
younger sister in A League of
Their Own. They'll perform with
other yet-to-be-named celebritiea
in Detroit and in all the cities
they'll visit in their nine-month
tour.

*In that way, there is a sense
that the town owns that plece,”
snid Lee.

And then there's alwaya the
question of men. .

*“They come up to me after the
show and say, ‘I didn’t want to
come tonight, but I'm so glad 1
did.’ When that happens, my job
is done,” said Bedford.

“The main thing is that when
people loave, they leave with a
g::r open to discussion,” said

And that certainly isn't hard to
do, Ensler has a unique ability to
combine humor and compelling
drama to make her measage
clear. (*Down there? I haven't
been down there since 1963, No,
it had nothing to do with Eisen-
hower,” begins a monologue
titled “The Flood.”)

*“The play is really about some-
thing much bigger, It's about a
social conscience,” said Lee, who
appeared on Broadway last year
in Not About Nightingales, “It'a
rare to be involved with some-
thing that's important on so
many levels,”

Bedford said she was initially
shocked at the response she got
from women after the show.
“They would come up, not saying
a word and open their arma.
Now, my arme are wide open,
too. I need the hugs, it's our
healing process.”

P
Leec said even when she's at a
Starbucks, women who've seen
e show will approach her and
tell her stories about rape and

“Tm not & counselor, but I can
hug, and hold and listen,” she
said, "It's got to be talked about.
It's like what Eve said about bae-
teria only growing in the dark.
When you bring it to light, it
dies. Bad things happen in the
dark. Violence against women
noeds to be talked about.”

GRAND TOUR OF FRANCE!
June 26 through July 6, 2001




