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: ’ Home theatrics: Kris Paulson relaxes and activates a home theater projection system. Cansumers have a variety of z
a n d S O u n d choices today when it comes to choosing sound or video eqmpmcnt from the new DVD-Audio systems, home projec- »
tmn systems to surround sound systems, -
i BY KEN ABBAMCZYE i What is DVD-Audio? =
i anm:mmmm DVD-Audio ia a format designed to create the best b3
it picture and sound, better thun Lhe popular videocas- -
l: ome onwrtalnment centem are becomlng M impomn: to  aectte recorder and a step up from the quality of v
! as and L sound on conventional CDs and DVD-Videos. DVD- K
' riding the creat °“-hlﬂ wchnn]ogy wave, pnrdculnrly wlth Audio uses n multi-channel, high resolution format,
H DVD-Audio syst The Media A using data solely for high quality sound.
' tion predicts worldwide nnlcu wxll reach 40 million units this DVD-Audio houses a 5.1-channel system, which
4 year, including 12 million in North America. That's up signifi- adds a center channel speaker for a center image
cantly from lust year's worldwide salea of 12 million and four end two'rear speakers for a bass channel and
! million in North America. optional subwoofer, with what tho traditional 2-
H “If you have one, you understand why peoplo wnnt one,” sald chunnel sy-l toma include, that is tho left and right

i John Emke, owner and president of Mnrk Electronics in Canton.
Al[ DVD-Audio plnynrﬂ designed as universal
r—=players will be'able to play DVD-Video disks and

It's oll part of the lateat trend in hnma ontertainment — the CDs.
recent nuptials botween sight and sound, so prevalent in technol- *It really gives you the ‘reverb’ (echoes) and spe-
ogy today. Walk into any appliance store and the large projection cial effects,” Paulson said,
f !meﬂl:‘vgll catch yg::' eye, even ““’“Eh they’ro in separate Paulson thel:)popa in a CD and plays E: 4 3 s
- rooms at the rear of the store. - Lake & Palmer'a Lucky Man. The room is immorsed
i/ Butitis the sound that sells the DVD-Audio, “DVD -Audio is in Keith Emerson’s ;kygybonrdg and Greg Lake's voeals and gui- Turn It on: Homeowners want more entertainment
£ " new,and ita up and coming said Kris Paulson, goneral managor  tars, The sopuration and depth is unmistakablo and distinctive, 112 their homes, and they are willing to dish out the
of Paulson's Audio & Video in I-hrmlngum Hilla, Ench note and nuance by the recording artists ia cxpanded inton  extra cash needed to purchase DVD systems like
N multi-dimensional soundscape. the one shown above. Gone are the days of corru-

It's as close to & live performance as you'll hear. gated cardboard in speakers. Today'’s speaker
*“Surround sound is a major focus,” said Paulson. “Folks already cones (below) are made from aluminum to create a
own bigger TVs and they want the sound to go with it. They’re light ¢
going away from the big box to tho sub-satellite systems.” ighter componeni. :

Home theater systems
Front projection syatems also are popular choices for people
. who want to create their own home theater. The projector is
attached to the ceiling,

“Thia is hmalladin the lower levels, typlmlly, becauseitise

light sensitive system,”- Paulson said.
Thosa systems run $6,000 or $7,000.

‘Why spend so much on DVDs or front projection systems?
Customers are more afftuent and can afford it, Paulson said,
“Thoy bave large homes and they want to enjoy it with their rela.
tives and friends, and they want to have luxuries for friends and

family,” Paulson said.

Customers also want sound systoms installed throughout the
entire house. In-ceiling systems can be flush-mounted into the
cel

R ul'll'll'x’:s woofer and tweeter can pivot around for surround
_ sound,” said Paulson. "A lot of these were straight out of the wall,
- 80 there was no flexibility” .
‘That helps listeners who want to move around the room or
. move chair locations without losing sound quality.

~ Cheap alternative
CD players remnin a leas expensive alternative for those who
. can't afford a DVD-Audio but need a new sound system. When
shopping for an audio system, customers should consider their
* needa and room size.
A smaller 35-watt CD pluycr umt takes up less spnee. but if
you have a 20- Iry 18-foot room with a vaulted ceiling, “it doesn’t
. have the comph,” Paulson said. “The little cube ian't going to cut
~ it™ You can get the amaller size, but "you won't get the perfnr-
- .mance.”
Larger in-wall speakers gnncmlly work better for a larger,
pen room. In-wall are d Emke. ,
*“Most peopls are going with more thingl in the wull > said
Embke, including telavisions in the wail and CD units stored in a
closet, operated with a touch-pad. “If you have a 12-by-12 room
witha 2&(nch TV plus a cabinet, that can come into the room
. . quite a bit,” Emke said.
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Grassos for masses More trouble A life together:

Olmamer.m;j :rtrzfx?; 8&". Winter’s cold weather can cause 5_02 ;;i f:tr‘wyrrf:?fzﬁlc?'a ‘:gfi"'
piay an im. art in more trouble than just creating

landscaping qnd are easy to ice dams on rooftops, according World War II and life today.
grow and maintain, to the Appliance Doctor. See HomeTown Life, page 6C
See Garden Spot, Page 3 See Home Work, Page 4
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