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(ZARDENING

Masses of grasses have attractive features

GARDEN (Drnomen-
SPOT otill %‘i:;’:;

important
part in the
landscape
and the culti-
vaer “Karl
Foerster” of
feather reed
graas, Cala-
magrostis
acutifolia,
has been cho-
sen as the
2001 peren-
niel plant of
the year by the Perepnial Plant
Association.

Anwnh many s;rnnscu, very lit-

; it's

clump-forming grass that thrives
in sun or part shade. It does very
well in humus.rich sofls, but also
has adapted to other

desirable ornamental grasses

according to Art Cameron,

Department of Hurﬂcu[luro.
State Uni i

The arching folinge reaches 2
to 3 feet tall, and flower stems to
6 or 8 feet tower above the
folinge, making a very attractive
display. Panicles of pinkish
bronze flowers arrive in mid to
late summer and then fade to
pale brown. Winter interest is

guaranteed.

The PPA suggests growing
this grass with herbaceous
perennials, such as asters, Aster
app.; coneflowers, Echinacea
spp.; gayfeathers, Liatris spp.;
and black-eyed Susans, Rud-
beckia npp..d?nl;lcb bloom in late

|}

hnndnomo thruuahnut the yoar
and is easy to grow and propa-

gate.
“Ker] Foerater” is a tall,

When I last wrote about grass-
cs, several of you wanted more
information. With that in mind,
I'd like to share a list of the moat

GARDENING CALENDAR

1 had the pleasure of amandmg
hia lecture and I'm sure he won't
mind if I share his thoughts with
you, “Karl Foerster” ia included
in his selection and he calls it a

“grent plant.”

There ore several Miscanthus
apecies, Thoy are:

M M. sinenais zebrimus (zebra
grass), 6 to B feot with a weeping
habit; M, sinensis strictus (por-
cupine grass), more upright,
same height. These big, bold
grasges have horlzunml stripes

rows or arcs to accentuate the
effect of the texture.

@ M. sinensis variegatus (var-
icgated Japanese silver grasa), 6
to 7 feet; and M. sinenxis “Morn-
ing Light” (silver variegated sil-
ver grass), 4 to 5 feet. Stripes
run up the leaves. Bm.h are
as i plants.

August blooms.
B Deschampsia :aupitam
*Goldstaub” (tufted hair grnu),

buy named cultivars when poan
Thrau nutstandlng Mlchlgln
will be n A

to 3 feet. Early bl
moare for folinge and backdmp tor
more colorful flowers. Very inter-
esting foliage — show stopper in
the MSU display garden.

B Erianth {raven-

form has wider leaver ‘Morning
Light,” thin leaves. Interesting
specimena. Bloom late with dark
infloreacence.

W M, sinensis purpurascens
(purple maiden grass), 3 to &
foet; especially good-looking
when it blooms in July-August,
as upcumen or muscd

na grass), 9 to 12 feet. Tops 12
feet when the very showy blocms
appear in late summer, carries
well into winter.

W Molinia caerulea arundi-
nacea “Skyracer” (tall purple
moor grass), 7 to 8 feet, Great
specimen with big, airy flower
heads over dramatic foliage.
Coms

ond are
Plant in masses.

W M. zinensis gracillimus
(maiden grass) end “Sarabande,”
both 5 to 8 feet. Known for their
fine-textured leaves, excellent
for massing — particularly in

(fountaln grass), 3 to 4 feet; and
P. alopecurcides “Hameln,”

(dwarf fountain grass), 1 to 2
feot. Indispensable in garden
settings, complement colorful
annuals, good texture. Attractive

well with other peren-
nials. The straight species 3.
caerulea tend to be shorter,
Cameron suggests that no fer-
tilizers be used, and to cut the
grass back the last part of April
to a short stubble. It is best to

Garduur' Diary on cnbla s
HGTV, when host Erica Glasen-,
er visits them and their gardena.
Each program will begin 4‘30 .
p.m. on these Saturdays

Jan. 20 ~ Don Crow, hend gar»
dener at thc governor's mansion,
in Lansin,

March 3 _ Betty Sturley of:
Beyerly Hills, artist and extraor-,
dinary gnrdener

March 17 - Larry Mackle of
Bloomfield Hills, dayhly
hybridizer plus.

Marty Figley is an advanced
master gardener based in Birm-,
ingham. You can leave her a
measage by dialing (734) 953--‘
2047 on a touch-tone phone, the;
111, then 3445. Her fax number’
iz (248) 644-1314.

* Does your garden club have an
up:nmmg event or meeting you
want publicized? Send items for
conaideration in Gardening Cal-
endar to Ken Abramcazyk,
Dbserver Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livenia, MI 48150
or e-mail kabramczyk@ oe.
homecomm. net. To send a fax,
call (734) 691-7279.

. GARDEN
N CLUBS
'FARMINGTON
Coroline Dana Lewis, founder of
the Ann Arbor chapter of the
Great Lakas Rhododendron
Soclety, has more than 300 spec-
imens in her yard, She will glve 8
slide presentatlon and lecture at
- noon Monday, Feb. 5, at the
Longacre House, located on the
west slde of Farmington Road
° betwaen 10 Mile and 11 Milo
* roads. For Information, call 476~
3017.
UIVONIA
Flower arranging, with an empha-
sis on petlte designs, will be dis-
. cussed at the next meeting of
the Livonla Garden Club et 7:30
p.m. Tuesdoy, Feb. 6, at St.
-Andrew's Church: The speaker is
Grotchen Pugsley, a flowar show

Judge, who is also a member of
the Hill and Dale Garden Club of
Farmington Hllts. Visltors are wel-
come,

WORKSHO®P
FLORAL DESIGN

Lawn Pest 9:30

Friday, March S, at

a.m. or 6:30 p.m, Jan. 29.
Identlfy and diegnose common
diseases and pests of fawns.
Leam

the Plant and Soll Sclences
Bullding at Michigan State
University, Annyu has 22 years
such

and control strategles and lawn
care without pesticldas.

Other scheduled classes requiring
classes or experk

Several are

ot Kelter & Steln Florist and
Greenhouse, 42158 Michigan In
Canton. Reservations are needed
{for the workshops. Each work-
shop costs $10 per parson, and
1s non+efundable. Classas are
scheduled at 10 a.m, and 2 p.m,
The clesses Include: poodie

ence iInclude: Shade gardans,
9:30 a.m. or 6:30 p.m, sesslons,
Thursdays, Feb. 8 and 15;
Landscape Design, slx moming
sesslons starting Tuesday, Feb,
20, and Includes one Saturday, or

programs, Soss!ons Include
Adaplive Gardening, HT with
Senlors, KT with the severely
physically disabled, hands-on
craft workshops and other topics.
Also featured are the annual
Saeedy Cheracter contest, dls-
plays, exhibits and an optional
tour of the Michigan State
University Butterfly House.

Is $30 for MHTA

saven evening Growing
Vegetables, schedulad for three
in of

Jan, 20; sltk spring flower
arangement workshop, Saturday,
Feb. 24, and herbal workshap,
Saturday, March 17, Call (734)
397-0800.

BACK TO
SCHOOLE

MORE GARBENING
The Michigan School of
Gardening, 29429 Six Mile, In
Livonia offers a variety of sub-
Jects, Reglster in advance.
Classes are limlted in slze.
Hera is a list of some of the
classes:

evenings, starting Wednesday,
Fab, 21.
Call (248) 4-GARDEN for Informa-
tion on fall and winter classes,

- times and costs or click on www.
michigangardening, com

HERBS
AN D
PIANTS

NEW PERSPECTIVES
Bodll Orescher Anaya, 8 horticul
tural therapist master, will dis-
cuss “Starting a Program In
Hortlcultural Therapy™ at the

* 23rd annual conference of the
Michigan Hortlcuttural Therapy

Sherwood Studios invites you to the debut of

Casa Novalia, a division of
Excelsior, proudly presents
the first in its newest
collection of [talian
craftsmanship at its finest..
Bellagio.

Striking designs for
bedroom, dining room,
living room and home
office reflects a synergistic
effect achieved by African
rosewood veneers -
revealing a magnificent
interplay of sich tones and
brushed metal with the
look of pewter.

Celebrate the Grand Opening of our Bellagio Gallery... elevating
fumiture design tc a new level of distinction. During the debut save

40% Off

members and $40 for nonmem-
bers If received before March 1,
After that date, fees are $45 for
members and $55 for others.
Annual membership Is $15. A box
lunch Is avallable for $6. For
information, call Patrick Lewls at
{6186) 337-3300 or Cathy Leavey
at (517) 6554989,

MATTHAEI

CARDENS

WINTER HIKER
Learn about Michigan plants and
habltats. Fleld trips Intlude hikes
to little-known nature areas,

stata land, University of Michigan
property, or turn-of-thecentury
classlc botany localities, Share a
patluck funch, Winter is the per-
fect time of year to leam about
trees, shrubs and plant Identifica-
tion. One class session will travel
to southeastem Michigan sltes
within an hour of Ann Abor,
Another sesslon will travel to
Petiston to the University of
Michigan Biologlcal Statlon, (An
intermediate level of cross coun-

ry skiing will be helpful for this
sectlon. Depending on condk
tions, class will skl or hike.)
Classes are scheduled three conr
secutive Saturdays, Jan. 27, Feb.
3 and 10 for the first sesslon, .-
and the second sesslon Is zcnbd-'.
Lled for an entire weekend, Feb. '
23-25. Reglster at the Matthael

Botanical Gardens, 1800 Nonn -
Dixboro Road. Ann Arbor. For
Informatlon, call {734) 898-706:

Insurance claim

Roof-Ice Removal
Water Damage Repairs

Rollins Painting & Repairs Inc.
Licensed and insured

(248) 474-9410

work accepted

Wholesale Countertop Pricing

Save 20 - 40%

¢ Luna Pearl
* Baltic Brown

* Rosa Beta

* Verde Butterfly

$49.95 s/f installed!

includes straight polished edge
30 s/f minimum

Marble - Granite - Silestone® .
Why buy countertops at retail when you can buy direct. :

Since we fabricate at our own locations, we beat the “Big Box”
store pricing. We offer quick delivery and personalized service.

Granite 3cm thick!

* Silver
* Verde

Silestone® 3cm thick!

» Capri Limestone
* Mountain Rose

' $45.95 s/f installed!
includes straight polished edge
30 s/ minimum

Wa stock over fifteen hundred slabs of Marble, Granite and Silestone in over eighty
unique colors. We stock the largest selection of imported ceramic tile in Michigan.

Blue
Ugarit

this exciting new collection of over 35 pleces - b0 Check our prices firstl
exclusively at Sherwood. Plus... save \& 1;‘ :
40 550/ Off ‘e Ceramic Tile Sales Inc.-
- 0 amic e sa Southfleld Rochester
all other fumiture in stock Cer 23455 Telegraph Rd. 1872 Star Batt Dr.
6x6 floor tile bone/sand 49¢ s/t 248-356-6430 248-853-4654%
‘g Designer Furniture * « Gifts 6x8 wall tile bone/blue Visit one of our Showrooms!
6844 Orchard Lake Road at Maple Road ! .
% West Bloomfield « 248 855-1699 112’;‘5;'1‘:;;3"9 store 890 gff M-TTh WoF Sat
Mon-Thur 10-9  Tue-Wed-Fri-Sat 10-6  Sun 12-5 § 00 8:30-5:00 8:30-8:00 9:00-5:00
's smdo& “mfr supg retail & Instaflation inciudes Wayne, Oakland, and Macomb Counties. Others at additiona! cost. Offer not valid
with any other di: All p orders Subject to stock on hand.



