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This story marks another instaliment

“Tsaming about Rosa Parks, K10

of Today's Lesson, an 2
which chronicles classroom activities in
Farmington Public Schools.

By Ty SMIT
STAY? WRITZR
tamith@oc.homocomm.net

ppropriately so for Martin
Luther King Jr. Day, protest was
tho tople du jour in North Farm-

ington High School teacher Jennifer
Buckley's clossroom.

Tl it by
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1g8: North teach

The discussion about forms of protest
in American history took place in Buck-
loy’s writera’ workshop classroom and
all over the Farmington district school,
08 part of the MLI Day activity “Voic-
ing Protest: A Teach-In.”

Buckley, who spearheaded tho activie
ty along with North teachers Armando
Delicato and Jim Demko, wrote quea-
tions on the board such ag “What is a
protest?”

During the 26-minute segment of the
class, which preceded a half-hour
lunch interlude, the teacher and her
students delved into the answer, They
wrote journal entries and talked about

“I¢’s when people resist actions or
beliefs that are placed on them,” said
one student.

Buckley noted that protests entail
something being wrong that people
“try to fix.”

Fixing a social problem could mean
peaceful boycotts, such as those advo-
cated by King. They could mean sign-
ing petitions, such as one during the
first scmester about the still-unpopu-
lar closed lunch campus. Or, protest
could take the form of writing -
whether articles, books, poems or
songs, Buckley continued.

“Writing is a very powerful form of
proteat,” the teacher said, imploring
students to come up with a prominent

lo from the American paat — the

B
Jennifer Buckley lists stu-
dents’ concerns.

Deel of Indeps

“It was, ‘Dear king, here’s what’s
wrong, hero's haw we're going to fix it.
Bye bye,” Buckley ‘snldv

North students take part in
a ‘Voicing Protest’ teach-in

Food for
thought
Students
mentioned
several
protest
songs, such
as What Are
- We Fighting
For, an onti-Vietnam war tune by
Country Joe & the Fish, The music of
Rage Against the Machine sometimes
railed against the U.S. government,
another said.
Before lunch, students were asked to
18 to

ponder one of the hand d

A ine its i dod audi and
the social conditions prompting the
author’s work.

Hendout materials distributed
included excerpts from King's April
1963 “Letter from Birmingham Jail,”
Bob Dylan’s 1963 protest song Masters
of War, and Lady Freedom Among Us,
a 1993 poem penned by Rita Dove, an
African-American poct laureate.

ARer luneh, clusters of d dis-
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Pondering: North Farmington students Melinda DeSantis, Jen-
nifer Balbes, Lauren McKinne;l)’-, Teresa Jarjis and Blg{zc
about 7

AR

differently “because of the way thoy
ook.”

“What do you think she wanta people
to do?” continued Buckley.

“Change the way they are,” respond-

ed Silberschein.
Before lfnving for the day, Buckloy

cussed the various handouts and pre-
pared for discussion with the full class.
In the group poring over Dove's poem
were studenta Dan Margolis and Lind-
sey Silberschein,

“What do you think she (Dove) is try-
ing to say?" asked Buckley of Dan and
Lindsey’s group.

“We think it's talking about immigra-
tion,” Margolis said, “because the Stat.
ue of Liberty ia tho firat (thing) people
sce when they come into New York
Harbor.”

According to Silberachein, the poem
describes how immigrants are treated

'k, instructing stu-
dents to brainstorm as many social
problems as poasible, as long as they
did not focus on personal issues such as
“My mom won't buy me a new car.”

‘The teacher later ized that it

porary problems.

trying to reinforce (with “Voicing
Protest...”) is he was just a citizen
doing a citizen's job in a democracy.”

Full day

The teach-in wrapped up a full doy of
activities and discussions about Martin
Luther King’s legacy and what he stood

for.

Earlier Monday, North students
attended twe programs: “Songs of My
People,” featuring dance and choral

lecti and appropriote readings;

is important for young people to realize
they do have a voice and can maoke
something happen for the betterment
of society, and that Martin Luther King
Jr. was a citizen just like they are.
“There's a danger that Dr. King can
be turned into an icon, a sort of saint
that can’t be touched or approached,”
said Buckley, referring to MLK Day
programs and tributes, “What we're

Ida B. Wells, o play by the Woyne Stato |
University Black Theatre Troupe about |

one of the early civil rights leaders,

"Dr. King's message and legacy is |-
every bit as important today ns it was {

then,” said North Principal Rick Jones,
about the variety of activities. “He did

provide that model for how we can
bring about meaningful change.”
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Each year. the Farmington Area
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photography, literature and music.
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Hills, Jensen offered the vpening
prayer,

“Knowing that some of us
speak in the language and faith
of Dr, Martin Luther King, we
hear the call to be diaciples of

Dream: Alexandria Marshall recites
Dr. Martin Luther King's speech.

Jesus. At the same time others
speak of shalom or salaam, while
more are challenged and guided
by herocs like Gandhi and -
Mohammed. There ore those
whose very names, Singh and
Jain, identify their faith,”
Jensen said, calling for a “mutu-
al respect that uplifts cach one of
us and all of us together.” B

The group gathered in the’
Shannon Room at Costick Cen-
ter, then the candles were lit and
the marchers went to Merey.

In the auditorium, the audi-
ence heard 8 memorable perfor-
mance of King's “I Have a
Dream,” speech, delivered from
memory by Mercy sophomore
Alexandria Marshall.

They alao heard a stirring @
capelia performance bg”hlercy

i

The fifth-grade choir from
‘Wooddale, under the direction of
teacher Lori Cleland, sang at the
start and end of the program,

Mercy Principal Sister Regina
M. Doclker, RSM, said that

PTA president.

“Dr, King would have been
very proud today if he saw this
audience,” Smith said. Scveral
races and culturea were appar-
ent in the mix of audience mem-
beors. There were very young
children, teena and older persons
present.

Farmington Hills Mayor
Nancy Bates read a proclama-
tion about the day and the
march, saying “We'listened to
King with our sars and our
hearts.”

Also speaking briefly were
Mayor Pro-tem Jim Mitchell of
the City of Farmington, who
cited the meaningfulness of
Farmington's diversity. School
board president Frank Reid

offered “congratulations on a

Luther Kil

'Mercy is honored
to be part of the
firat walk to
honor Dr. King. It
is especially
important that we
r b our
herocs, I am per-
sonally very
plensed with our
two cities (City of
Farmington and
Farmington Hills)
and their rich
diversity.”

Host for the
presentation in
the auditorium
was Angie Smith,
Wooddale Ele-
mentary School

seen before.”

p.m.

] event.”

junior and F Is rea-
jdent Neliswa Dorsey, of Lgﬂ
Every Voice and Sing, the official
song of the NAACP. Mid-way
through her performance the
crowd sf

*Martin Luther King said we
must chose between chnos and
community,” Reid said. Today
we chose community, he said.

Karen Bolson, co-chair of the

multiracial/multicultural coun-

¢il, said “We are here today to .

give thanks for a man who -

believed in unity, Dr. Martin
ng”

“We hnvg all benefited from
civil rights,” Bolson said.

On Monday Boleon said the
council was hnppy with the
turnout. “We saw many people
Sunday whom we had never

the march and pre-
sentations in the auditorium, the
crowd enjoyed refreshments in
the Mercy auditorium lobby. The
event took about two hours from
the time the crowd arrived at
Costick Center at about 4 p.m.
until the closing at Merey at 6

Costick Center and Mercy
High School are in Farmington
Hills at 11 Mile and Middlebelt.

8T
Uplitting: Neliswa Dorsey
sings “Lift Every Voice
and Sing™.

WIN. YOUR SHARE
\OF $35,000 A DAY

THIS MONTH!

" Play any amount of coins or credits on your
"faiorile slot or video poker machine and ybu could
~ be randomly selected to win up to $10,000!

‘ 19 winners daily.
* And it's happening every day in January.

. Winners selected at random. No speclal reel combination required.
Maximum colns not necessary. Promotion runs all day and night.
Always free parking. No validation reguired.
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MotorCity Casino is an affiliate of Mandalay Resort Group.
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