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Both sides have strong, valid
“arguments on Baker Street

Both groups involved in the Baker
Street Draperies rezoning issuo had
strong nrguments on their side,

‘The issuc was resolved Tuesday night
as the city council voted 4-1 in favor of
rezoning.

A Farmington business will move into
an older home on Oakland Strect imme-
distely off of Grand River in downtown
Farmington.

Mastor plan zoning shows the house '

and the ho:uo just west can be either
ial or NP

Shelley Raymond had won pnrkirfz vari-
n!:cea_fmm the zoning board, and sijte

d: Baker Street Draperies

and ¢

1) from the pl

llowed to go into this

pl a
tion (for app
commisaion.
‘We hope the city monitors the progress
of the now businesa o8 the remodeling is
done, then keeps a close oye on parking,
zoning, and code enforcoments once
Baker Street Droperies opena, We would
like to sce this property retain an his-
toric “old home™ look woll into the future,
. Opponents include area residents con-
cerned that Historic Farmington keops
its residential character. One letter writ-
er to the Observer called the arca
“unique and irreplaceable.” Other oppo-
nents cited lowered property values,
parking problems and tho loss of intangi-
bles like “charm” and the curb appeal
the city has for visitors from out of town.
Indeed, in many communities, historic
districts themselves have commercial
value as tourist attractions, a point that
organizations like the National Trust for
Hiatoric Preservation continually makes

. On the other hand the city has to keep
its word, as it were. The Master Plan is

in its publications and restorstion
~ffor phtvehdnhinuniatsine )

home on Oakland Street.

something of a contract with all land-
holders in the city. It is a significant doe-
ument that is referred to every time
someone comes to city hall to check on a
picco of property’s zoning status.

No question the city council ean
change ita mind, but that makes us ner-
vous. Battles over land use ¢an open the
city to legal expenses and linbilities it
cannot nfford.

It is a lot casier to defend an exiating
zoning plan than one that changes under
pregsure — cven if the pressure comes
from, by all indicati i con-

uary 18. 2001

M Off the mark

In reaponse to Mr. (Aldo) Vagnozzi’s
recent letter, he is once again off the
mark with his perception of the facta.

The case is not closed when the
truth has been distorted, Example ono
{s the alleged attempt to smear Mr,
Vagnozzi during the campaign. If you
check the facts, the information was
not relensed until after tho election, so
a8 not to be used as & campaign isaue,
lo two is that my letter quot~

ar
cerned peoplo with useful, cogent argu-

ments.

This a fight that should have been
waged by these good folks 24 months age
when the current master plan was being
discussed. ‘

....We like it when the city keeps its

word. We'd have fewer zoning battles if
all local municipalities did.

%Stopping by our own snowy
woods in Farmington Hills

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
but | have promises to keep and miles to
go before | sleep, and miles to go before |
sleep.

- Robert Frost,
Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy
Evening

. Two bedraggled cross-country skiers
‘pulled off the snow into the paved lat at
'Heritage Park on New Year's Day about
{mid-afternoon.

) Faces blushed by the cold, their clothes
'and boots had been brushed with a light
+dusting of snow. Rogged breaths steamed
+from them in puffs of white,

v *How's the skiing?" I asked.
\ “Great!” the man gasped.
icy, 8o it was fast.”

“That's why I walk,” I repliod aa [
pulled on my gloves and walking cap.
*It's colder, but it's slow.”

Nover one to hit break-neck apeed, 1
paced myself along a cleared walkway
iaround the Visitor’s Center. It ended in a
packed trail, which 1 p d gi 1

“It's a Little

too. And I'm from where it gets 10 times
‘worse,

But as I explored this crown jewel of
the Hills, I couldn't help thinking how

blessed we oll are to have theso natural
troasures, even when ice dams up our
rooftops and snow piles up in the drive-
way.

Farmington Hills, a 38-squarc-mile
city, has 628 acres of open space, about a
third of which i{s Heritage Park. Some
parks have been u\‘:Pdlvldnd into soccer

and wondered whether the snow would
lcollapse around my tennis shoes.

Td brought music, but after the tape
ended, I turned the player off and left the
headphones in place just to keep my ears
warm. In this Cathedral of Nature, the
noise seemed sacrilegious, like Marilyn
Manson playing in St. Peter’s Basilica.

As I walked toward the sledding hill, I
could hear the echo of children’s screams
and laughter over the crunch of snow
underfoot. A thinking, feeling peraon
can't walk past a place like that without
 stopping to watch for a while, and so 1
 did, remembering the silver saucer Dad

breath away as I h 1 on it.

bought us and how the wind took my .
dowmhil

fields and baseb othera
offer only the most rudimentary walking
paths, allowing visitors to enjoy whatev-
er nature hasn't beon driven out by the
city’s almost complete development.,
Those are the places where you'll find
silence, not in the absence of sound, but
in the quict Tuah of wind through dried
cattails or the trickle of water flowing
beneath a thin shest of melting ice.

. There, boauty lies in the last, bravest

berries still clinging to a dormant vino

.and the perfect symmetry of bunny

tracks dotting small drifts of anow.

The only shadow darkening the bril-
linnt hours I spent in Heritago Park lay
in the occasional Styrofoam cup toased

lesaly along the paths. I thought to-

u!ll)e“d" ago. Or y day. Hard to
Past the gathering of families and the
knot of cars and minivans, I explored a
small picnic area and climbed above it, to
a rise blanketed with wind-swept drifts. ¥
along the razor's edge, feet sink-
deeper until the hill
the pavement again.
Snow in my shoes. Cold, squishy .
Legs prickling with the first'stages of
frostbite. Does it get better than this?
1 know what you're thinking. You
* think I'm nuts.
You've had it with this winter. The
snow never seems to stop falling, lt:f
: % to ihtolerable lev-

‘and everybody’s cranky because

they’re stuck inside. I've thought that,

—t—— .

\

myself, These things are so small, whoev-.
er threw them may havé not seen the
trash cans or thought someone else would
come by and pick them up.
But that’s no excuse, is it? Aren't we all
His caretakers? . -
m Hills doesn't have enough

of these quiet havens, but neither dooes |.

the world. In order to keep them, all of us
have to respect the gifta our parks offer
day in and day out - fresh air; clean
water, cent views of God's finest

And most of all, that simple gift of
silence and the comfort it affords,

Joni Hubred is a staff writer for the
Farmington Observer.

'

ed directly from the Observer article
and Mr, Vognozzi is calling thia
untrue. Wrong again.

Examplo three is the fabrication of
an issue never discussed until Mr,
Vagnozzi put it in his letter. No one
over claimed that elected officials did
or did not drive themselves to the air-
port. Tho isaue was using a city fire
department vehicle to pick up the
Bates® at the nirport and then saying
that this service was available to any
Farmington Hills resident. ‘

‘We applaud the fiscal responsibility
of any city official who has a friend or
relztive driva them to and from the
alrport and thus snvo taxpayers dol-
lara, To use Mr, Vagnozzi's exact
words, "thoso are the facts.” How he
can accuse Ron Oliverio and I of being
untruthful is incomprehensible. And,
a8 for his last lino *for the truth shall
set you free” it all depends if you know
what the truth really is. .

Blll Smith

Farmington Hills

B Amazed

My wife and I have only been in the
Farmington Hills area for a few
months and have been amazed by the
generogity of the community in sup-
porting our ¢fforta to provide holiday
nsaistance to those of our neighbors
who needed it.

hed individual

(3 as families,
and businesses shared from their |
bounty by providing toys, clothing,

food and gift certificates.

‘We marveled as over 1,600 senior
citizens were visited in aren nursing
homes and given gifta.

‘We appreciate the stamina of all
those who volunteered to stand outside
in the extrome cold to help carryon o
long standing Christmas tradition of
kottle bellringing.

‘We have much to be grateful for in
this new year as we realize that with-
out those voluntoer workers who gave
of their time to help make the holidays
brighter for others, the Salvation
Army would have been unable to meet
their needs. o

May God bless all of you with a
happy and healthy new year.

Captains John and

*. of Farmington Hills

'l CCW facts
“1 will remave myself from the gun
board rather than be required to com-

LE T ITERS

- nothing could be accomplished, even in

rezone two properties on Onkland for
inl use, Needless-to-say, we’
are disillusioned and angry. Wa have *
made a major commitment to invest
in, reside in and someday raise n fami-
Iy in this lovely, historic neighborhood.
Rezoning neighboring houses for husi-
ness uso jeopardizes our financial
future and even our commitment to
remain in the home and neighborhood
we love 80 much. o :
Katie and Kevin Stewart
Farmington

what ambiguous torch.

It was always my und
that prosecuting attorneys are hired to
uphold the law and net pick and
choose which ones meet their own par-
ticular criterin. It was alwnys my
understanding that lawyers are
trained to compile and evaluate evi-
denco which leads them on tha proper
course,

In all these years, with & majority of
our states having enacted CCW laws,
there has not been one state whereby
the incidence of erimo increased. Our
nearest neighbor, Mecomb County, has
the same conclusive statistics. There
has been overwhelming aevidence and

i

M Meeting Jan. 18

countloas studies to indicate otherwise, The Farmington Hills Planaing
There has not been one ehred of evi- Commission will hold a public hearing.
daneahw dcx‘:lilct t}?n}ﬁlggp&zv lawa. .. _(Jan:18)for.rezoning requests fora ..
were whetd cnacted. il proj

Since Mr. Go: ia trained in eval- 2:;’1‘: mrﬁrgect ot Orchard Lake

uating evidence and since he refuscs to
acknowledge the facts at hand, it is
becoming extremely evident that the
real problem is loas of power by the
gun board. And that, of course, is not
ncceptable.

Unliko other countries, America's
strength liea in ita people. Its citizenry
has found that goverriment — whother
it be on tho national, state or local
scono — cannot always defend it.
Thersefore, it is incumbent that Ameri-
cana never lose their rights as individ-
uals to self defonse, and it ia over-
whelming data which concludes that
this right of self defense is not a harm-
ful entity in the pursuit of life, liberty
and personal independence.

The city council will hold a public .
hearing for a planned unit develop- - .
ment on the same property from the
same proponenta next Monday (Jan.
22), Farmington Hills really needsa
regional shopping center at that inter- -
gection, right? - L

Let us carefully conaider if the resi. .
dents of Farmington Hills ean afford |,
tha dubious honor of a Tel-12-sized , |
mall in the south-east triangle of
Orchard Lake, 14 Mile Road and .,
Northwestern,  ~ .

Quiz: o

(1) How many vacant retail busi-
nesses aro there along the
Lake corridor between 12 Mile and 14
Mile Roads? The count is currently 3

.8

Samuel Adams stated, “The Consti- 2, ‘s next!
tution shall never be construed to pre (. ) Whl'" nwr? lati
vent the people of the United States ly stable then where is the demand
‘who are peaceable citizens from keep- coming from for *big box” develop-
Eg‘ d;t;i;‘m m; ﬁlu:\;if ;;;’lﬂn writ- aant? Whemiia the independent coat
A triots G .{(‘sllfeu;n O Mhomas nefit analysia for such a PMM?,
aine, others, have d :
this same diction. i1
George M. Haddad
Franklin

B Keep lame ducks
1 just read Aldo Vagnozzi's column . -
regarding the lame duck legislative
seasion. Eliminating lame duck ses- -
stons is bad public policy. It would cre- '
ato a dead zone for two months where'

the event of an emergency. My prefer-
ence is to have a legislature that
always has the ability to be proactive
... it's what we pay them todo. If Alde
dislikes the people in Lansing so
much, why in the world did he ever
want to serve in the State Houss?

Christopher M, Cummins
Farmington Hills

Share your opinlons
wa"wolcome your letters to the editor.
Please Include your name, sddress and *
phone number for verification, We ask .
that your letters be 400 words or less."
‘Wa may edit for clarity, space and

ply with legislation signed by the gov-
ernor the requirements for

obtaining a permit to carry a concealed
weapon.” David Goreyca,

attorney for Oakland County, has been
T s s o pepeorssoploc
sta to 3 ont-
ated independence, and he now stande
before his profession holding & some-

content.
Mali: L, R
Letters to the Editor
B Love our home Farmington Obsarver -
Inntz‘ﬁ%unawgweds.wa??@t 33413, Grand River
our ome at the corner of Farm-
Soon Road and Oakland Stresta. Eaamngton, M1 48335 -
beautiful 1910 square house with oak I (R Wy
B ehes. Gvasg op o theneigh. T o came |
porches. up in the neigh- N .
borhood and having baby-sat for the ~ 248-477-54 Tt
previous owners of the home, I had
always loved the house, It was an H
axeiting time for us, Never did we con- H
sider that somaday houses on cur .
d become businesses. Oak- '
S T Gea - |
years neigh- N
*Now, the city is pl o COMMUNICATIONS 3

NETWORK.



