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Taylor tradition, and more tradi-
tional music, Weavermaonia will
reproduce o set of The Weavers,
even duplicate what's said
between songs.”

While the music of The
Weavers remains popular teday,
folk music is changing thanks to
computers and a variety of
media which are making the.
world a amalter placo.

“Communication is instant
now 80 we're hearing a lot of
music we wouldn't have heard
20, years ago,” said Siglin,
“There's lots of crossover Irish
and African — Zydeco, a black
tradition and Cajun, a white tra-
dition.

Early years .

“In the early years for Tho Ark
it wag sroots and traditional
folk music but it always had
roots in tradition. We just keep
expanding to encompass more
stylea, Since The Ark moved in
1984 we've fentured more blue-
grass and country, We then
moved again in 1996- and
expanded to blues bands and
just about anything but rock.” - *

Over the yeara the festival,
much like The Ark, haa spot-

lighted Arlo Guthrie, Donovan,
John Prine, Bonnie Raitt, Chet
Atkine, Leon Redbone, and Lyle
Lavett all for one purpose — to
austain the year-round program-
ming at The Ark.

Festival roots

Initinlly the festival began
with two shows held at the
Power Center for the Performing
Arts but soon outgrew the venue,
From there it was moved to the
Michigan Theater and then to its
present location at Hill Auditori-
um, Downsized to one ahow, tho

festival usually sells out all

4,000 sents.

“1 think folk music has just
gotton better over the years,”
said Linda Siglin, a volunteer for
The Ark. “Musicians have
learncd from their predecessora.
They listen to more world music,
the Celtic sound and have broad-
ened out. Folk music is evolving.

. Fdon't know if it should be called

folk music anymore but acoustic
musie,” .

I don't care what they call it,”
said Yarrow. “It's muaic writtcn
from the heart. Folk music stitl

- sustains us. Jt speaks to the best

in usS”

Wizard fra;r: paée B1

,these kids,” said Kirk Kasperow-

jcz, a Redford police officer, “And
we enjoy. the productions
becauss it's a way to do some-
thing together as an activity.”

Families and tl;enier

Familles ond theater just seem
to go together. Just ask Moggie
Keenan-Bolger who plays
Dorothy. Sho'’s been on the stage
since age 7. She’s now 17 and
has already performed in the
Wizard of Oz on Broadway. That
was in 1998 when her brother
Androw was doing Beauty and
the Beast at the same time in
New York.

Keenan-Bolger - initially
became interested in thoater

after older sistor Celia took the
lead. Since then, Keenan-Bol-
ger’s appenred in To Kill a Mock-

. ingbird ot Meadow Brook The-

atre in Rochester and in Turan-
dot with the Michigan Opera
Theatre. She's also done Cat or
a Hot Tin Roof at the Hilberry
Theatro.

*1 liko the Wizard of Oz
because it's generally a feel good
show,” said Keenan-Bolger, &
Detroit resident traveling down
the yellow brick rond with Gar-
roffa, the Lion, Darren Pl.erson

), and
+ki (Tin Man), all of Redford. Sev-

eral Redford residents are in the

. musjenl including Margaret
Winowiecki, who plays Uncle

Henry and the Emerald City-

Guard, and Alex Mich who's Pro-
feasor Marvel and the Wizdrd of
Oz, “It gives you a feeling in your
heart that you enjoy and it has a
decent moral, It's fun to do and
watch.”

Sarah Wiercioch loves the
Wizard of Oz ns much as the rest
of the cast putting on the 2 1/2-
hour Broadway version. And like
the others Wiercioch, o 12-yoar-
old henor roll student at Qur
Lady of Good Counsel School,
has appeared in numerous pro-
ductions at the Marquis Theatro
in Northville and the Détroit

Wiercloch plays a Lullaby Girl,
Jitterbug, one of the Emerald
City’s townspeople, and a
singing tree. . '

Hardest part

“The hardest part was learn-
ing to do a cartwheel in o skirt
whon I'm one of the towaspeople
but the best part is the jitterbug
dance,” said Wiorcivch. “It’s the
most fun,”

That’s what mother Susan
thinka makes the 7-hour .
rohearsals on Saturdays and
Sundays worthwhi

SRS Y

Opera House, and in
cinls for Mel Farr, tho auto deal-
or. She also had a part in Show-
boat when it waa in Detroit with
Tom Boaloy. In the Wizard of Oz,

*1 like it because they’ro all
normal kids, all young kids who .
want to have fun,” said £usan
Wierdoch,

Cast sparkles in ‘The Glass Menagerie’

The Theatre Guild of Livonia
Redford presents Tcnnessec
Williams’ classic “The Glass
Menagerie” weekends through
Sunddy, Jan. 28, Performances 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday, Jan. 26-
27, and 2 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 28,
at the theater, 15138 Beech Daly
Road, {1 block soutl of Five Mile
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BPECIAL WRITER

Two questions came to mind
during the opening scenes of The
Glass Menagerie stunningly per-
formed by The Theatre Guild of
Livonia-Redford. .
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First, i that impeccable
Southern accent real? And sce-
ond, is that an Observer nowspa-

per?

Well, the first question and its
anawer eluded mo shortly there-
after because it just scemed 8o
natural that Amanda Wingfield
(Jane Bloom-~Johnson), in all her
neuroses, would speak as though
sho were a young Southern belle,
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Most married couples bicker,
but seldom over kingdoms
and crowns! At Christmas
Couwt in 1183 England, King
Henry Il and Eteanor of
Aquitalne lock homs (0
battle of wicked wit ever
which rival son will lnh&rtt
the throne. Amidst the
slings and armows, the .
undying love of history’s
mast dysfunctional famity
shines through. ~

RATED PG mar K0T BE
SUSTABLE FOR PRETEENS
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1 soon forgot to even think about
it.” And, yes, dircctor Heidi Kol- |
ley did confirm that one 'of the
props was in fact our beloved |
Observer newspaper. .

The play ia narrated by Tom °
(Lance Abke of ' Plymouth), |
Amanda's adult son, based on |
the memories of his mother, his
sister Laura (Diane Aretz of Ply- *
mouth), and Jim (John Hicks of |
Livonin), a gentleman caller that |
interrupted the cyclo of dysfunc- |
tion in the Wingfield home,

Jane Bloom-Johnson shines ng *
A da. Her rango.of i .
and her stage presence brings to |
life tho lonoly, sclf-obsessed
woman teetering on the edge of
insanity, Lance Abke porforms °
wonderfully as the frustrated
Tom, torn between his regponsi- |
bility and love for his sister, an
the need to escape from his pos-
sessive mother.

Diane Arctz also does a good ,
job portraying the fragile Laura.
John Hicks, who doesn't make
an appearance in the play as Jim
until the second act, performed |
well as the gentleman caller.

Heidi Kelley has done an
excellent job putting together '
her vision of this famous play for *
us to enjoy.

Pamela Joy McGowan is a .

Livonia resident who writes .
about community theater for the '
Observer Newspapers. .

IF YOU COULD PREVENT

THE RISK OF CANCER - LEARNING DISABILITIES - LOW 1Q'S
H DEFRCTS « HYPERACTIVITY « MISCARRIAGES...

WOULDN'T YOU RUSH TO LEARN HOW?

Come hear national expert DR. TED SCHETTLER and find out,

Lessons From The Children: ‘
HEALTH mm\m OF ENVIRONMENTAL EIXPOSURES

WHERE: Grosse Pointe' War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Drive
WHEN: January 30, 7:00pm CosT: $5 at the door

’ For more information, contact LOCALMOTION: 734-623-0773
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