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Delta 88 takes driver’s seat

Just because
you're only
starting to hear
a buzz about
Delta 88 doean't
meke the alter-
native folk trio
new to
scene,
sounds of the
band’s stirring
self-titled debut
remind us that
sometimes the best music can
still be found in the shadows of &
small ¢lub, amid the smoke of a
historic theater, Based in Ann
Arbor, this threo-pioce consista
of singer-songwriter Danny
Kline, guitarist Alex Anest and
bassist John Sperendi.

On Friday afternoon, Jan. 19,1
met the musicians for tea ot Zola
in Ann Arbor and learned how
three diverse personalities come
togother to create this rootsy
sonic blend which somehow
manages to capturo a slice of
Americana in the most mellow,
unassuming way. Anest, 26, who
also manages the band, speaks
with the experience of aomeone
determined to get whera he's
going, and yet seoms contont
enough to share where he's been.

Playing guitar sinco age 7,
Anest now teaches the instru-
ment, You might aven stumblo
across the Chelsea resident at
the Clarkston Conservatory of
Music. With a penchant for
artists like Willy Nelson, Anest
is alzo the most Jikely to be done
ning a cowboy shirt upon arrival.

But don't classify Delta 88 o8
country - or you'll hear it from
Danny Kline. The gentle-voiced
singer-songwriter's carcer began
on a dare. When childhood
friends told him he couldn't sing,
Kline proved them all wrong. He
sings with an honest, all-know-
ing quality and uses words that
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Hard-driving Ametican muslc:
drummer Jim Latini, guitarist

Oddly enough, Anost and
Kline met by ident. Both

true. There's something almost
lative and familier in

already established musicians,
Kline knocked on Anest’s door
when looking for a former girl-
friend who lived upstairs. Anest
never imagined how the meeting
might impact his future. “I
thought ho was this crazy guy,”
recalled Ancst. “He loft. I was
practicing guitar. I thought
maybe he was going to clobber
me,”

Instead, the two began work-
ing on music together, naming
their venture after the first car
Anest's ever ownod, an Oldsmo-
bile Delita 88. From humble
boginnings in Bowling Green
around 18997, Ancst moved to
Michigan and met John Spéren-
di while hing at Herb David

convey an introspecti

of life, Also n photographer, the
27-year-old creates lyrical snap-
shots, infusing inspiration from
his cross-country travels. He's
miles from the days he once
spent singing in a Janco's Addici-
tion-like rock band. “I'm being a
little more honest with myself,”
he admits. “It’a easy to reach
peaple through anger, It's harder
to reach people through this kind
of meekness.”

Guitar Studio in Ann Arbor,

Sperendi, 24, emits wild cner-
gy - the same sort you'll find
when hes on stage pounding on
his bass, tongue hanging out and
all. His style and manner
socmed a perfect fit,

*It was magic from day one,”
said Kline, with a laugh.

Delta 88 describe their sound
o8 hard-driving American music.
But the softer side scems to ring

aongs like Stone Quarry and
Truth is a Whisper, Combining
sentiments with gliding guitar
and a smooth upright bass,
Delta 88's sound is as pervasive
23 a cool summer wind, and just
as worthy of coveting.

“To be out on the road, I've
found you lock at things in a
very different way,” sald Kline.
“When you're around something,
you Btop secing it.”

The story there lies botween
the notes, the words and compo-
sitions,

One song that truly conveys
the spirit of Delta 88 is Truth ie
a Whisper — a favorite for both
Kline and Anest. "It cxpressos
1yrically what we are like as peo-
pls,” said Kline. “That song not
only tella a true story, you can
feol it by the way it's played.

It also has a history. “That
was the first song Danny ever
played for me when we wero
putting the record together,”
said Anest,

Stone Quarry is another
favorito, *I like how it doesn't
jump at you,” described Kline of
the album’s opener. “You have to

(Left to right) Delta 88’s voice, Danny Kline, former
Alex Anest and bassist John Sperendi may be new
in the Detroit area, but they've been playing music together for years.

come down to hear it.”

For Sperendi, Feeling Low is a
highlight of their work that real-
ly came into its own in the stu-
dio, Ann Arbor's Perfect Balance.
*It just kinda happened,” he
recalled.

Now focusing on now material,
Delta 88 {s shopping for a pro-
ducer to work with on o new
album. The band is also starting
to perform more often in Detroit
and beyond. After the recent,
friendly departure of drummer
Jim Latini, Delta 88 is refocused
on a more organic folk-oriented
sound. Proferring theaters to
bars, the band hopes audiences
will lend an car.

Delta 88 performs with opener
Kevin Meisel, 8 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 3, Trinity House Theatre,
38840 W, Six Mile Road in Livo-
nia. Tickets are $10 or $8 for the-
ater members. Call (734) 464-
6302. For more on the band,
check out www.delta88.net.

Stephanie Angelyn Casola
writes about popular music for
the Observer & Eccentric News-
papers. She can be reached at
(734) 953-2130 or e-mail at sca:
20la® oe.home comm.net. To send
a fax, dial (734) §91-7278.
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« .exceptionally well performed..”
- Chicago Tribune
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NOVI EXPO CENTER

Over 300 Exciting Exhibitors...PLUS:

w Chel Raymond Wong brings his artistry and
: .Ih""'dcfy' m? 1, 2-10pm humot to Chinese cooking. ® WIR's “The
Fl‘ldﬂy ebrucry , 2-1 Appliance Doctor™ Joe Gagnon and “The Garden
Sc!uchy, February 3, -10pm Show* Dean Krauskopf. B WXYTs "Ask the

Sunday, February 4, 10am-7pm

It's the ninth year for this exciting event, with thousands
upon thousands of square feet of quality products and services
for your home.

You'll enjoy hours of fascinating exhibits filled with new

Handyman™ Glenn Haege. “Moncy Talk” Rick Bloom

and “PC Mike's High Tech Weekend™ Mike Wendland

» o0 Saturday and Sunday. ® Presentations on
decorating. home repalr and temodeling.

| Treasure Chest contest with daily prizes.

 1deas, along with featured attractions and demonstrations! m NOVIEXPOC I
ADMISSION: 198&NOVIRD.  bivo
Adults $7, Seniors $3, Children 6-12 $4 ARY 200
Children Under 6- FREE S H O W wvw.builders.org ’ P




