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Htarye, hear ye.
Learning nbout ‘medieval times used

to entail picking up & book and read-
ing. But with the help of a apecial
guest — and motivated by an upcoming

Mcdwvnl Fair, which rep:

It’s medleval

l AT IIARRISON

aible about their characters before Fri-
day, Feb. 18, On that day is the third
edieval Fair, where they will
perform for cluamaun and L{:iqualy
about

annual Medi

new.kn

High School humani-
ties students literally
aro immersing them-
selves in costume and
character,

Last week, students
from three clnsses
were visited by a
Pompeian seamsatress
named “Diana Pauli-
nn,* whose actual
name . is ' Diane
Paulino Werblo.

With o sharp Greek
accent, not to men-
tion pins, needles and
an even sharper wit,
Dinon took the stu-
dents back to her 78
AD dress shop and .
helped . wardrobe
prospect{ve clionta in
tunicas and stollas,

Diana invited girls
and boya up to the
front of the classroom
to try the ancient
garb on for aize. After
draping 'dork blue

- scarf-like material
over Megan

of final exam on the subject - Harrison

a sort

subject,

orary
'I'aklng a look: Eboree Larkm mrammes a necklace made in
Roman style. .

_ Springer's head, Diana
- the class that

., Greck dress, known as a doric

makes her a mod-
_est. woman who will go to the temple.”
Megan also was fitted with n unisex
chiton. |
After also fitting Joo Graves with n
doric chiton, the guest stressed the .
importance ofleurning 08 much as pos-

Ined to

luded ataying awny
from superficial Hollywood portrayals,
Instead, Diana urged, students should
penue the Internet, as well as glean

deas by looking at’'atatues, paintings
And books, Three weeks should bo
enough time to portray someone who
*recently moved to Egypt, but not

enough to be Egyptian.®
Another tip was directed to males in
the class before they embark on get-
ting into o Middls Ages persona. Ear-
rings are out, “unless you're a pirate.”
Diana, a former high school teacher
in Indinna who now takes her presen-
tations sround the country, then pro-
vided gnother vnluable tip, demon-
ltmdnx how to move from regular per-
sonality to their
- selocted character.
“The personality in
your character ian't
you,” she eaid, with-
out an accent. “If you
are shy, your charac.
ter doesn’t have to be
shy. Make your char-
acter grumpy,
morose, whataver
you want it to be.”

Preparation

Students now-have
about three weeks to
use Disna’s advise —
both to ereate thelr
costumes and perfect
their roles.

“They will work on
their costumes nt
home and do a lot of
thinking about their
characters,”
explaingd humani-
ties toacher Laura
Sparrow, following
the visit from
Werblo.

Students from
three humanities classes (two taught
by Sparrow and the third by Michelle
Harris) will appear in character “and
will receive extra credit if they stay in
it all day,” Sparrow continued. *... Most
of them have the chance to pick anoth-
or person's life and live inside it.”

The *performance assessment” pro-
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Modeling: Pompeian seamstress “Du:ma Paulina” (Diane
Paugme Werblo) dresses student Joe Graves in traditional
garb.

“Brain research shows if you use it

ject vividly brings to life a chapter
ks, (knowledge) it mdu Spurrvw said,

from their textbooks.

s u rvey from page Al

tants, answera to questions
about satisfaction with district
curriculum and other topics
were submitted by approximate-
ly 400 district residents, aclected
at random. Those residents
could either have hiad children
enrolled in Farmington Public
Schools or not.

“There was a good level of
responses,” said schools Superin-
tendent Bob Maxfield, following
the meeting held at the Lewis
Schulman Administrative Cen-
ter. “T'o have 30 percent of buay
people fill out an cight-page sur-
vey is pretty good.”

Maxficld nnd other district
officials said results of the two
surveys were gratifying and will
help continue in setting now
goals and mastering those which
were set in the previous Mission
2007 and elementary studies,

“It shows a very strong level of
support from parents and other
community members,” and helps
crystallize what they think are
important, he said.

Susan Zurvalec, assistant
superintendent for ataff and
community services, said a final,
comprehensive document will be
pvailable next week for the gen-
eral public to access.

*I'm very gratified by the
reaults,” Zurvalec said. *“When
we first did the survay in 1895
(also by Public Sector Conaul-
tants) we were pleased, but we
.identified arcas to work on, such
ps to improve communication

_between the staff and parents™
as well as programs and eer-
vices.

_ In the new survey results,
‘about 76 percent of total reapon-
‘denta said the district “does an
‘excellent or good job” of keeping
them informed.

Looking good .
According to the overview and
report on major survey ﬁndmgu

Some of the findings include
the following:

W Combining results from the
two surveys, the percentage of
parents giving the district A/B
marks increased from 79 percent
in 1996 to 85 percent. Non-pub-
lic school parents doing the
same decreased from 70-to-69
percent, Those without school-
age children giving an A/B grade
to the district improved, from 77
percent in 1995 to 86 percent.

M More than nine of 10 par-
ents and nonparents “strongly or
somewhat agree with the state-
ment that their education tax
dollars are s good buy" aa do
about 76 porcent of private’
school parents.

W All parents gave top marks
in nine of 10 arons of the dis.
trict's curriculum. Those includ-
ed reading and writing, scienco,
mathematics, health and physi-
cal education, social studies, the
arts, application of technology,
good work habits and learning
languages other than English.

In the random, community
survey done by phone, more
than 84 percent gave the district
an A/B grade with about 71 per-
cent giving top marks for how
woll students are propared for
their futures,

One of the queations asked of
tho 400 telephone reapondents
was about what most nceded to
be improved. About 21 percent
‘could not come up. with an
answer or major problem; anoth-
er 18 percent listed varicus cur-
riculum areas, such as — “a
return to basic reading, writing
and mathematics inetruction;
more math classes, a better inte-
gration of technulugy into the
curriculum.”

Meanwhile, a major cause of
consumer satisfaction cited by
district officiale are lmproved
school facilities — largely possi-
ble because of renwnhnn- mndo

presented at the board
by Jeff Williams and Craig Ruff
from Public Sector Consultants,

el
there is o high level of satisfac-

tion with the quality of a Farm-
ington schools’ education; com-
munication between school and
home; meeting parent expecta-
tions for programs and services.

*You're hold in high regard by
the community,” Williama said
to the board. “You're held in
high regard by your parents. Not
much has changed.”

Concurring was Ruff, who
asked board members to atill
take the resulta from the two
surveys in perapective nnd to
uso them to keep moving for-
ward in the areas of staff
morale, parent satiafaction and
student achievement.

*I don't know how much more
progress you can mnka. Ruff
said. “You're off the charts.

{with funds of
the successful 1997 bond iuue

oction,
1 lhink thcm inslvery firm

ment in satisfaction with bond
jssue facility improvements,”
:‘:hi board President Frank

Zurvalec said service from the
, district improved dramatically
"over 19885 in seven of 20 areas.
Parent expectations were
ed in the following: meet-
or parent expecta-
tions in the usefulness of voice-
mail and e-mail, the adequacy of
schoal lunch programs, treating
parents courtecusly, and useful
-nees of the district’s Web site,
‘cable channel 10 and school
building nowslotters,
- in the 1895 surveys, none nf
the 20 listed areas
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GOTTA HAVE IT. GONNA LOVE IT.

Hurry in for big savings on selected merchandise throughout the store.
Savings off original prices of selected merchancise, as identified by signs. No adjustments made on prior purchases.

Jacobson’s

MON-SAT 10-9 * OPEN SUN AT NOON | Brpicrer - G4 8400000 Livoria + 734) 501-7008

jacobsons.com
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