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‘Ratings

Skit challenges first -

impressions

BY Tix SMITH
BTAYP WRITER
tsmithBoe.homocomm.net

Firat impressions of the quali-
ty of school diatricts can be

superficial and aren't always
useful or hi

of schools

importance of people
skills because, ... stress
is everywhere.”’

Other euggestions
included requiring all
high achool students:

Farmington Public Schools offi-
clals wantod to fllustrate during
the recent “Ratings Game” skit.

During the skit, “contestant™
Janet Holm of the Farmington
Area PTA Council honed her
personal impressions of three
school districts simply on snip-
pets of tatlored information.

Meanwhile, sitting on stage,
opposite a partition from Holm,
were three fictitious “school dis-
tricts,” represented by Heather
Trapchek, Jerry Fouchey and
Denise Gundle White of Farm-
ington Public Schools.

Al three attempted to anawer
Holm’s questions in such o way
as to land her allegiance as a

* prospective customer.

Emcee for the evening’s festiv-
ities at Farmington Training
Center was Richard Strausz, in
the Mod-attired role of hip host
“Chad Stylus.”

In beat 20-Questions fashion,
contestant Holm fired off a
stream of questiona about every-
thing from the quality of curricu-
lum, arts programs and food ser-
vice offerings to the level of par-
ent voluntecrism,

Following arc a few Q & A
oxamples from “The Ratinga
Game":

B What percentage of parents
attends PTA inge?

ser-
vice as a graduation
requirement (such
requirements are
mandatory only at North
Farmington, Sparrow
anid); undertake an all-
encompassing sonior
year project.

“You don't gradunte
unless you do a perfor-
mance on a subject you
choose, to display your
knowledgo,” said Spar-
row, recalling the sug-
gestion.

Tho ideas will be looked at in
the coming wecks by the dis-
trict's assessment department,
led by director Barbara Cherem,

Superintendent Bob Maxfield

snid the program is part of a con-
tinuing effort to gauge what par-
ents and other community mem-
bers consider to be important in
Jjudging o district’s
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Rate a district: From left, Heather Trapchak, Jerry Fouchey,
Denise Gundle White and host Richard “Chad Stylus”
Strausz of Farmington Public Schools participate in the
“Ratings Game.” The skit; a take-off of the 1960s game
show “Dating Game,” was designed to show how easily
someone’s opinion of a school district can be skewed by tai-
loring their responses.

said, referring to the game show
skit. “What Barb (Cherem) is
trying to say is you need consia-
tent indicatora of quality that
can be ained over time, that

“You can pull all kinds of stuff®
to influence an opinion, Maxfield

the comn:unuy believes are .

important.

State of the Cities_
fete is in February:

‘The Farmi /Farmi

and events that affect

Hills Chamber of Commerce, in
partnership with Calsonic North
America and LOC Federal Cred-
it Union, is pleased to announce
that the 2000 State of the Citics
Breakfast will be held from 7:30-
9:30 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 27 at
Vladimir's in Farmington Hilis.

This annual cvent will feature
Farmington City Manager
Frank Lauhoff, Farmington
Hills City Manager Steve Brock
and Superintendent of Farming-
ton Public Schools Dr. Robert
Maxfield.

These key community lcaders
will be on hand to share infor-
mation about new devclopments
that contribute to the overall
growth and stability of our
region.

Also participating in the pro-
gram will be Farmington Mayor

il Farmington Hills
Mayor Nancy Bates and School
Board President Linda Enberg.

“This is an excellent opportu-
nity for the community to gain
firat-hand knowledge from our
key community leadera about

the way we live and do busineds
in our communities,” says Cars
leigh Flaharty, chamber presi
dent. “As an advocate for eco-
nomic and community develop:
ment, the chamber views this
event to be one of the most critie
ca) educational venues offered to.
our business community.” i

A buffet breakfast will be
served prior to the presentation
from 7:30-8 a.m. Cost to attend
the breakfast is $20 for thoss
who register by Thursday, Febt
15, or $25 thercafier. Deadline
for reservations is Friday, Feb,

. N5

In an effort to encourdge
attendance from the general
public, the chamber will offer
seating for guests who wish to
attend the presentation only,
Gucsta attending only the pre:
sentation will be scated at 8 -.n_:;
Advance notice of attendance for
those attending only the preseh-
tation is appreciated and may be
made by calling the chamber
oflice at 474-3440. o

vt

The items from Farmington schoola communi-
ty “stakcholder* groups at the “Ratings Game”
mecting are listed here in order of strength of
priority of responses.

Participants cach had five votes for the 22
itemsa.

The number of votes each itom received fol-
lows the jtem in bold.

‘The group focused on student “succesa indica-
tors” that might be surveyed or measured (in

ddition to Yimed

One district answered 73.6
percent, while a sccond said “at
_the meeting we served pizza, 81
percent.” .
M What role does fine arts edu-
cation play in your district?
“We have an award-winning
kazoo depnrtment,” responded
one of the district repa.

tests ).

The mecting waa a beginning point whereby
the community could express their thoughts,
organizers stressed.

“Are schoola creating reaponsible citizona?”
was the number one concern. The list below was
provided by the school district.

In order of preference
1. Responsible cltizen (percent of klds involved In

Game participants rank coﬁnmunity concerns

1he success (e.4., litaracy groups (DELTA) (8)
_ 7, Portfolios = - Progress
student (nvolved showing stud:
tified strengths and weaknesses (8)

8, Evidence of student leadership (8}

9. Student survey - 40 developmental assets (to
Identify possible at-risk students) (7)

10. Testing (lower-scoring students-bottom 20
percont; percent of totals taking ACT/SAT/AP
tests; more thorough' breakdown of results) (7)

11, How Is the school meeting the student profile
and multiple Intelligences? {6)

. Teacher

- morale,
tlme, etc. {5)
13, Early

tld

and long-t that
a o

re {5}
14. What are the goats of the elementary study?
How is It progressing on district and buliding fevel?

15. Reading lovels - reading recovery from leveled
books (4)

16, Simple onthe-spot for

A esecond mentioned how the
district won state awaerda for
band and orchestra compoti-
tiona. The third noted how its
students had a special exhibit at
the Detroit Institute of Arts,

W How many computers do you
have in your district?

“One, but it's used all the
time,” was one response.

*We're worried using comput-
crs before adulthood takes away
from time learning long divi-
sion,” was another.

The third district rep noted
that every student has access to
a computer.

After the skit, which was
videotaped for airing on the dis-
trict's TV-10, community mem-
bers and district staffers broke
off into groups to delve into dis-
cussions about what are consid-
ored more-meaningful indicatora
of student success.

Among the participants was
Harrison High School teacher
Laura Sporrow.

*I led a breakout group of
senior high parents,” Sparrow
said. “One parent from North
said we need to {focus on) the

|, ReadDan .
O’Meara’s sports
coverage on
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service): (how
has it affected thom; recognizing an obligation to
the largar community) (17) .

2. Arts and humanitles - particlpation and expo-
sura (Percentage of kids |nvolved); use of the arts
as o ‘carrler’ for other leaming {16)

3. Sixth-grade parent and student survey {cogni-
tive and to assess K5 and mid-
die school readiness (14)

4, Number of kindergarten students who had a

17. People skills (recognizing others' gifts; valulng
thosa gifts; valuing those glits; using them, especlal-
Iy in teamwaork} {4)

18, Percentage of teachers teaching In their major
and minor flelds {4}

19. Technology -~ |s it worth it? (What skilis do we
want; are they demonstrated; are they used In kids’
I(vgs?) {3)

. Par i

in extra

quality early (e.g..
number of children anrolled} (12)
5. of parent In schools
in stud

(e.g8.,
participate In child’s goal-setting) (11}
8. Identify student interventions and report out

3
21, Opportunitles to explore interests In careers
and personal skills {3)
22. Suiveys dosegregated by role of grads (aca-
demle of not}. {3)

hting Fiztures, Lamps, Celling Fana, Mirrors, Art Work
Clocks for KErery Decor
: ELECTRICAL
37400 W. Seven Mie Road * Livonia, M| 48152« (734) 464-2211
- www.broseelectrical.com

Mon., Tues., Wed., Bat. 9:30-8:00
Thurs., Frl. 9:30-8:00

Orchard Mall

ANTIQUE SHOW

Fabruary 1 ~ 4, 2001

Thunday - Saturday, 10:00 - ¥:00
Sunday, 12:00 - 5:00

. COATS + JACKFTS

1000 2001
CANLCTION
Now oN SALT

+ STOLLERS + SVEATERS + COATS » JACKE'S « BOLEROS

VESTS o PARKAS o

« BOLEROS

TAKE ADVANTAGE )
NOW OF THE STRONG
AMERICAN DOLLAR E
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No Duty, No Sales Tax
Full Premiums on U.S. Funds

DESIGNER
STYLING
FINEST
QUALITY

SABLE ¢ MINK
LYNX ¢ BEAVER

HOH I 1O

- DOWNTOWN -
484 Pelissier, Windsor 1-519.253-5612
Open Mon. Through Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

STOILEAS

Take a step toward

financial independence

Yield Effective as of 12/27/00 :
Guaranteed by John Hancock :

The Independence Annuity is issued by John Hancock Life
tnsurance Company, Boston, MA 02177 :

AN AVALABLL AT
i

Michign
Call 1-800-CALL-MNB for more information!

*Yield is subject to change without notice. Yicld is referred to as

interest tate in the annuity contract. The initial premium

each additional payment will eam the yield in cffect at the time john

Hancock receives such payment. The initial Iic!d for each premium |
ayrment will be effective for twelve months

Included in the yield stated above is 2 2.00% bonus t
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L and)
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rom the payment date. !

T will be

credited 10 cach premium &;r:vml during its first year only. This ‘

increased bonus rate of 2.
rate for all premiums

rch 31, 2001, Early withdrawals or sul

a)
from November

ies to the firsi-year guaran
ea '3, 3000 hrough

be subject 10 3+

may
withdrawal charge, Withdrawals prior to ‘55 59 1/2 may he subject k4

3 10% IRS penalty tax. Consult youe tax a

states. Imnuill ol
offercd 1hroug]|

isor. Not available in all «

licy Form 99-74. The Independence Annuity & :
Independence One® Investment Group, Inc., which Is»
'

not affiliated with Michigan National 8ank,

An_nuilln: N
:Are May Lose Value Representalives of !
Nt -7 ) ence One? :

N " nvestment are
FDIC  Have Mo Ban Tocated at Michigan :
Jomured National Financial Centers.
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