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E’olar'ClaWs provide safety
for anglers, people near ice

Everyone
wants to build a
bettor mouse
trap. Many try,
but few succeed.

Westland's
Kurt Storck just
may be ono of
the fow who suc-
ceed. Acting on
a frightening
childhood expe-
rience, Storck, a
solf-proclaimed

.. entrepreneur,
Jevu]uped a new ice safety item
that could sweep through the ice
fishing community fastor that
you can erect 8 portable shanty.
“sPolar Claws are an adaptation
t4d-ico picks, which anglers-and
othor ice users carry with them

veaso of a fall through the ico,
Ice picks are basically a pair of
ldng spikes attached to a ropo
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neck. The idoa is that if you
break through the ice, you can
grab the picks and use them to
get a grip on the slippery ice sur-
face and pull yourself out.

ho problem with picks,”
ained Storck, “is that unless
re a Navy Seal, you'll proba-
bly panic when you hit the frigid
water and not even remember
t‘h’okiga spikes are around your
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*Storck remembors falling
through the ico when he was 10.
I didn't have any spikes, but a
Buddy was there to pull me out,
or I probably wouldn't be here®
he snid. “That's been in the back
of my mind ever since.”
»Acting on that memory and a
constant urge to build that bet-
tér mouse trap, Storck developed
Polar Claws last year,

:They work like this: Polar
Claws are attached over your
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Cabin fever
strikes everyone
in varying
degrees, but it is
the most acute
among fly fish-
ers.

Some of us
winter steel-
head, athers jce
fish. These pur-
suits pass time,
but the fish and
the  weather
5¢ don't always
tobperate. It is thon when the
ngler must find other purauits.
ZThe best part of fishing is get-
ting ready. We anticipate the
season nhead, even in mid-win-
fer. A reviow of fishing tackle
will help to pass the time, Take
4ut oll the tackle and spread it
obt on the coffee table during 2
hpckey game. You will inevitably
fird several thinge that need to
be:repaired or replaced.
*sFunny, you'll think. T don't
rpmomber this was broken Jast
year. Clean and ol your resls
where necessary. Treat or
goplace the line, if needed, Look
al:the rod to see if any of the line
guides are broken.

2Take the rod to someono who
can ropair it — or learn how to do
€ yourself. Give your waders the
bythtub teat and fix those holes
fhat couldn't be fixed last year.
Another way to pasa the time
1%;to catch up on some reading.
ero is no shortage of how-to

Wood is a
marvelous mate-
rial, It is the
product of sun-
shine, the
molecules of
which are
arranged -in
numerous com-
binations to pro-
duce wood of
various quali-
ties, Some wood
is very hard and
: denao, others
re soft, while some may be
‘@ringy, flexible or stiff. These
‘dhialities were recognized by
:aﬂy craftsmen who used vari-
-$ais woods for different purposes.
5]t was during the ege of wood

t people were com
éhe different qualities of wood.
for instance, Andrew Jackson
was known as "0ld Hickory,” not
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and thrown over the back of your .

gloves (or to your bare hand) by
two straps, One goes around
your upper wrist and the other
around the lower part of your
hand. Between the two straps s
a small metal plate with a pair
of smal!, rubber-coated spikes
protruding from it. Encased in
rubber and resting against the
heel of your hand, plate and
spikes don't present any interfer-
enca with ice fishing, hockey,
anowmobiling or any other iey
activity. But if you ahould fall
through' the ico, jugt slap tho ice
with the heel of your hand and
the rubber breaks away as the
spikes dig into the ice giving you
a life-saving grip.

1 studied polar bears and how
these great big creatures get out
of the water,” Storck said, “Thoy
don't dig down deop into the ice.
They just grabbed the ice with
the tips of their clawa, If a big
animal like that can get up on
the ico, anyone should be able

to.

Retailing for $24.99 including
shipping and handling, sales
have been very good so far,
according to Storck.

“I think they’re really going to
take off,” he said. “They’re some-
thing practical that you can buy
for tha guy who has everything.

“I've tasken orders from
throughout Michigan, from
North and South Dakota, Neva-
de snd Maine. So far the
response has been fantastic.”

For more information check
out the Polar Claws web site at
www.polarclaws.com or call Stor-
ck at (734) 6525-3062.

Hunting/fishing licenses via
the Internet

The Michignn Department of
Natural Resourcea recently
unveiled it's e-license program,
which nllows outdoor enthusi-

books on the market to help
improve your fishing skills. Only
the self-help section of the book-
store seems to have more vol-

umes, which may explain some- *

thing about fly fishing.

Other favorite genres are fly
fishing storics or essnys. I like to
read, or re-read, anything by
Michigan authors Robert Traver
and Jerry Dennis. Glen Black-
wood, of Great Lakes Fly Fishin,

p and Pubtic Broadcast
ing’s Fly Fishing with Glen
Blackwoed recommenda some of
his favorita titles: Essential Fly
Fishing by Tom Meade, illustrat.
ed by Bob White (Lyons Press,
softbound, $16.85).

“This in my view is the best
beginning fly fishing book on the
market. It has a very complete
glossary of terms and wonderful
full color illustrations.”

For reading pleasuro, Black-
wood also recommends Snowfly
by Joe Hoywood (Lyons Press,
hardbound, $24.95). “This is an
international thriller with a fly
fishing theme. Tho book’s main
hero is Bowie Rhodes who grows
up in Michigan and returns to
fish our state throughout the
book. Along the way he fishes in
Vietnam, England, Canada and
Russin, searching for tho mysti-
cal Snowfly hatch. A superb read
for anglers and non-anglers
alike.”

Finally, many sportsmen con-
sider outdoor shows to be “a sure
sign of spring.” The biggest show

because he Jooked Jike a hickory
nut or was long and skinny like
.8 treo branch, but because he
was staunch and stubbern.
Craftamen knew hickory had
great strength, That is why it
was and ia still used for nx, ham-
mer, shovel handles and baseball

ts.

Onk is alac a symbol of
strength. We often say, “strong
as an oak tree” when referring to
& strong person, both in physieal
strength and internal strength,
Beforo steel, wood was the mate.
rial of choice. It was readily
avajlable and could be worked to
construct many different prod-
ucts. Clocks wero made from
wood. Not just the external face,
but the internal gears as well,

Soft woods were not used
because they would wear down
too easily and result in a slow
running clock, Hard durable

asts to purchase hunting and
fishing licenses and special per-
mits, or make campground reser-
vations, 24 hours a day.

“The response has been very
good,” said Tom Weston, e-com-
morce manager with the DNR,
“We've sold a good number of
spring turkey applications since
January 1, and we anticipate o
big jump when tho new fishing
licenses go on sale.”

‘Turkey applications are avail-
able through February 1. Fish-
ing, amall gome, waterfowl and
fur harvester licoenses for the
2001.2002 scason go on sale

March 1.

“We designed the system to bo
very user-friendly,” Weston said.
“Customera will be able to print
most small game and fishing
licenses at home, and the system
allows them to make sure their
computer setup meots the PC
neesds for online purchasing.
They even can test their print.
er.”

Campers interested In making
reservations can do 8o six
months in advance of tho date
they wish to arrive. Campsites
for the Friday preceding the July
4 holiday weekend now are
available, and reservations for
the Fridny before Labor Day
weekend may be made beginning

March 1. To learn more about’

the e-licensing system check out
the DNR web aite at
www.dnr.us.state.mi.com.

(Bill Parker writea a weekly
ountdoor column for the Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers.
Hunters and anglers are urged to
report their success. Questions
and comments are also encour-
aged, Send information to: Bill
Parker, ¢/o Outdoors, 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009)

iiéading, repairihg, preparing
ways fishermen can pass time

is Michigan United Conscrvation
Clubs® Qutdoorama. This show
has exhibits and events for
hunters and fishers alike, Out-
doorama is popular with chil-
drsr{.bocuuuf o_i: the _?ni‘mnl

There is even an area whero kids
can learn how to tie a fly.

Outdoorama runs Feb. 23
through March 4 at the Novi
Expo Center, See www,muce.org
for more information. The big
show for fly anglers ia Michigan
Fly Fishing Club’s Midwest Fly
Fishing Exposition at the South-
field Civic Center the weekend of
March 10-11, Now in its 22nd
year, this show has long been
considered the kick-off to the
fishing scasen, .

This year, nationally known

- instructor Jason Borger will be a

featured speaker. Borger was the
“shadow caster” who stood in for
Brad Pitt in the film A River
Runs Through It. The show also
features exhibition fly ticrs, cast-
ing ponda and booths represent-
ing flyshops and rod makers
from around the country, To
learn more, check out
www.mffc.org.

Hang in there, spring i not far
behind. Soon we'll be back out
there on the water.

Jeff McGowan, a commercial
fly tier and licensed guide, is a
member of the Michigan Fly
Fishing Club.

Wood important product of nature

woods like oak were used for
these parts,

Galf bells were made from
hard wood like hickory bofore
the dovelopment of the feathery,
a golf ball with a leather case
packed with wet goose feathers.
Each wood had ita specific quali-
tics that made it more suitable
for certain functions.

This a good time of the year to
look at a weeping willow tree.
Without leaves on the branches
it ia casy to see the rounded
shepe formed by tho arching
branches that cascado toward
tho ground. Most trees exhibit
branches that reach for the sun
and angle upwatd, They certain.
ly are not draping down like a
weeping willow. {t is thia quality
that is epecial to willow that led
peopla to compare wiry, graceful-
ly flexible pecple to be called
“willowy.”
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SAVE DOLLARS ON HEARING AID BATTERIES FOR

- A ONCE IN A
LIFETIME OFFER

THE NEXT GENERATION

oF DiGITAL HEARING AIDS

from Siemens, the world's largest and most
‘experienced hearing aid manufacturer, since 1913.

~ YOU'LL NEVER FIND A
BETTER PRICE OR A BETTER DEAL
'ON 100% DIGITAL HEARING!

5 YEAR FACTORY WARRANTY

NO COSTLY REPAIRS FOR 5 YEARS

5 YEAR FACTORY LOSS & DAMAGE

NO CO-PAY IF AID IS LOST

5 YEAR BATTERY SUPPLY

NO BATTERIES TO BUY FOR 5 YEARS
WHAT DO BATTERIES COST YOU NOW?

.. Siemens Signia with

Feedback Technology
Available In All Models Including
“C.L.C. Style. Our Our Price Includes 5-5.5

[

EWEARING. LOSS

Factory List Price *4459

Explros 2201
- . .

MPARE BEFORE
YOU BUY!

OUR PRICE

‘1999

ol

770,80 D.B. OR WHAT.YOUR PRESCRIPTION:REQUIRES

100 FACTORY REBATE
ON ALL SIGNIA BINAURAL MODELS
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100% DIGITAL]
SIEMEN’S MUSIC

Siemens Music
100% Digitatl
L.T.E FULL SHELL

Factory List Price
'%886

Expires 2201
L] -

FACTORY SUGGESTED PRICE
8

Ny $1399

2 2.201

3.

PRIOR SALES EXCLUDED

CUSTOM CANAL 1TC.

CLASS D UPTO 60 DB

OUR-PRICE

CUSTOM MADE HALF-SHELL MICRO
ZOOM IS THE ONLY HEARING AID
PROVEN EFFECTIVE IN
BACKGROUND NOISE - GIVE IT A TRY

st price *4156
INCLUDES

5 YR, WARRANTY
10SS & DAMAGE

*1799

Expires 2-201

COMPLETE IN
CANAL CUSTOM
AN;I.OG CIRCUIT 3

PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENT -

HEARING AID

C1C AITCAFS
HOTATE
PROGRAMMSRLE
OR DIGITAL Plus SA H

REPAIRS

55995

#10

#312
Lot 3 packs « Exp 1-19-01

#230
#675

COUPON

RAY-O-VAC'S BEST BATTERIES
#13

$J00

PACK OF
4 AIRCELLS
CASH AND CARRY

GEORGE IWANOW HEARING AID CENTERS, INC.

OUTSTA

NDING SERVICE & INTEGRITY SINCE 1954,
Wa are providers for Blus Cross & Blue Shield Medicaid and most insurances
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