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¥“In Buenos Aires wa have two
addictions: coffee and psycho-
abalysis...We're stranded hero
af the end of the world. We don't
kpow who we are or where wo
belong. We've been forgotten by
evegyone.”

‘ffom Bad Times in Buenox
Alres by Miranda French

uenos Aires is a serious
city. :

‘Liko Paria, it has wide boule-
virds and European architec-
"~tgre. Like London, people still
snit up for business and fine din-
ing. Like New York, people hire
dbg-walkers who carry out their
jgb studiously, holding on to a8
many as 12 leashes at a time.
#Its donce — the samba — is
agrious rather than joyous, Its
aft tends to be created with a
dprk palette. Even the street
performers in San Telmo during
ita heralded Sunday flea market
afe old and somber, The city has
ore paychoanalysts per person
than any in the world.
I came to Buenos Aires having
ust read Bad Times in Buenos
fres. Published in 1998, it is a
pung British journalist's
count of a year living in the
rgentine cupitu]‘— :vk:ich she

.

uenos Aires h

93

phone (800) 233-1234

When to go: Our fall and winter are their spring and summer
Where to stay: Park Hyatt Bucnos Alres, Calte Posadas 1086; Tele-

What to read: Bad Times in Buenos Aires by Miranda French

Bohemlan dlstrict: The poor construction o
ings in La Boca is covered up by the briglit painting of

its resident artists.

must-seo list of most visitors is
still another testament to the
city’s somber atmosphere. The
Recoleta Cemetery is a virtual
“who's who" of the city's rich and
famous, a kind of subdivision for
the dead,
Its claborate mauscleums
d and ad d by mostly

asa expe-

LB BN

jence,
We onded up at two hotels
through some fault of our own.
Arriving several days nhead of
the arrangements made through
:go cruise line we were taking,
o started out at the Park
d with

Hyatt, which we conf

lassicnl, but o fow

rary, architects and sculptors are
lined up wall-ta-wall, much like
a condominium complex. The
most notable gravesite is that of
“Evita” — the country's either
hated or loved Eva Peron.

_ Our Fogars »guidnboak gave

the Park Tower.

.}t turned out well, since when
you stay in o neighborheod you
get to know it more intimately
than just by aightsecing. The
Park Hyatt is on the edge of the
q!egnnt La Recoleta tree-lined
residential and shopping district.

ere, Alvear Boulevard

Buenos Aires' Rodeo Drive, with
its rows of designer boutiques,
the Alvear Palace Hotel, where
the city's elite gather, plus state-
1y embassies and government
bpildings.

hat a cemetery is on the

apliscuuer

10 her burial
site that wo found adorned with
flowers and the epitaph, in
Spanish, “Don't cry for me.”

Sevoral museums lie within
the Recoleta district. We chose to
spend about an hour and a half
at the National Muscum of Fine
Arts, housed in what used to be

. the city's waterworks, It has a
nice collection of the European
masters — including several
major Impreasionist works — as
well a8 & wing dedicated to con-
temporary Argentine art.

Our move to thu Park Tower *

put us in the more bustling part

r
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of the build-

of the city. For one thing, just
across the Plaza San Martin
from our hotel was the railway
station, a hub for Bucnos Aires
formally-dressed business com-
munity, I -made guesses aa I
watched them during my daily
joga in the park as to who was in
analysis, ~

Buenos Aires’ cultural heart is
the Colon Theater, a 1908 Ital-
jan-style opera house modeled
after italy’s La Scala. English
language tours are at 10 a.m.
and 3 p.m. most days. Have the
concierge at your hotel make a
reservation,

If you can, go to a performance

to experience the marvelous,

acoustics and the glow of the
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huge (21 foot in diameter)
French chandelier. The thenter
has its own opera, ballot and
symphony. The ballet we attend-
cd featured four works.
'l‘}‘rle‘mogr. remarkable was a

of Annie Frfink. It was strango to
watch this'atory danced out in a
city to.which a number of notori-
ous Nazi’war criminala escaped.
However, Buenos Airea.is also

-home to a sizable Jewish popula-
-tion, descendants of Enstern

Europeans. .

Our other evening of dance
was dovdted to the tango. In
light of the authentic samba
school wo visited. in Rio de
Joneiro, this was tango spoon-
fed to toprists, I would adviso
going tola dance hall instead..
Most don't open, until 11 p.m,
and arean’t open every night.
Again, let your concierge do his
job. i Lo . .

My husband, a non-beel eator
for many yeors, sctually changed
his ways for the city. He read
about the quality of Argentino
beef and decided to tryit.-- |

1 didn't think it was na good as
tho best:beef.we get here — but.
itis way, cheaper. A major steak
in an Argentine stoak houso:
equivalent to Morton's is around
$12. As a dessort eater, I would
rave about the confections made
with dulce de leche — a sticky
aweet snuce similar to caramel,

Buenos Aires has plenty of
good restaurants. When you go
antiquing in San Telmo, try to
lunch at La Caba de Estcban de

MotorCaty Cayino and
MotorCRy

Luca. It haa good food, a friendly
atmospherc and historical signif-
fcance as the home of the sol-
dier/poet who wrote the Argen-
tine nationsl anthem. French
fries seem to be an Argentine
- staple.. They also make them
* frbm sweet potatoes.
‘La Boca is the city’s deliber-
. ately bohemian soctor, at the
mputh of the River Plate, The
pedestrian street of brightly
painted pressed tin houses is
deaigned to attract visitors who
will take photoa and/or buy -

pul_nlingn from the lineup of local

artista.
Around the corner where the

For More Information:

1ogo are
of Detrok Emertainment, LLC.

1.877-777-0711

LLGAL rights reserved.

MotorCity Casino s an affiliate of Mandalay Resort Group.

www.motorcityeanino.com

famous peo-
le who are
uried in
this ceme-
tery.

houses are not painted you sce &
truer, darker picture of Buenos
Airca, As our taxi driver had tald
us, the paint camouflagea the
poor construction, No dog walk-
ers in La Boca. Rather mangy
looking dogs run freely on the
streeta,

The huge gap between the few
rich and the many poor is a fre-
quent scensrio throughout
Buenos Airea. La Boea is just
one area where Buenos Aires
seems to be crying for itself.

Judith Doner Berne, a-West
Bloomfield resident, is o former
managing cditor of the Eccentric
Newspapers.

1 you bet More Tuan you can afiord 1
I0%e.¥OU Ve Oct & problem.

Call 1-800-270-7417 for kow,
confdential help.
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