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Early childhood options clarified by district®

BY TiM SMITH
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tsmith@oc.homecomm.net

Parents of younger children in
the Farmington school district
attended two recent information
meetings to receive updates and
clarifications about newly
unveiled plans to cnhance early
childhood and kindergarten pro-

‘ams,

First and foremost, said Kathy
Obrizak, Fairview Early Child-
hood Center principal and part
of a committee that made recom-
mendations to the school board
in December, parents who want
their kindergarten children to
attend either Alameda or
Fairview (both schools of choice)
instead of a home school could
still have that option,

The catch, she explained, is
that the district would like to
fiest utilize existing space in the
home clementaries, space opened
up by bond issue ronovations.

Parents will sign their children
up for hame schools first when
kindergarten registration takes
place, from Feb. 26 through
March 2. But, explained
Obrizalk, they atil] could sign up
for any openings that might
occur at Alameda or Fairview,

something that won't be knawn -

until the spring.

At tho registration sites, par-
enta wanting their youngeters, to
go to one of the early childhood
centors must indicate that
desire. Those who are first to do
so would have priority to fill sub-
seguent openings at Alameda
and Fairview,

“The district really docs value’

on early childhood cducation,”
Obrizak said. “And with the
switch to home-school-first regis-
tration there was some concern
about that.”

Protecting resources

Superintendent Bob Maxfiold
recently addressed the concerns
and confusion some parents
expreased since the December
overview of planned changes was
presented, .

“1 think a ot of people worry
that registering at the home
school first reduces the choice
they might have,” Maxficld said.
“One person said it’s like you are
treating the carly childhood cen-
ters as the overflow centers. ...
But use'(the ‘centers aro)
popular, the plan is, if kinder-
garten enrcllment is about what
it {a this year, those who do want
to go to Alameda (or Fairview)
will get to.

“I hope in the long run they
underatand we have to embrace
strategica that protect our
resources,”

Meanwhile, the school district
chief said "My guess ia we'll
always have early childhood con-
ters” but enrollment would dic-
tate the future number of sec-
tiona in kindergarten across the
district. :

Some of the early childhood
committee's goals included pilot-
ing all-day kindergarten in 2001-
02; bringing more pre-school
opportunitica and programs to
home schools; expanding pre-
school options at the Alameda
and Fairview centers, with even-
tual phasing out of firat- and sec-
ond grades at Alameda.

Fairview is only pre-schaol
through kindergarten.

~“We helped parents under.
stand how kindergarten registra-
tion ia going to go,” snid Alnmeda
Principal Helene Blackman,
about that school's meeting
Wednesday night. “And (about)
the reasons for having the home
schools filled first. There is avail-
oble space and to make the most
effective use of the facilities we
need to utilize it.”

County Democrats
_ pick leadership

Scveral Farmington area resi-
‘dents have won key positions
with the Oakland County
Democratic Party.

Rose Christoph of Farmington
Hills was clected recording sec-
rotary and Debbie Goldberg of
Farmington will serve as corre-
sponding secretary.

Named to the exccutive com-
mittee wera Paul Blizman, Rose
Christoph, Michacl Shpiece and
Marietta Simon, all of Farming-
ton Hills. Also serving on the
executive committee by virtue of
being candidates in the recent
-election wers Ryan Gesund and
Aldo Vagnozzi, both of Farming-
ton Hills.

The high number of Farming-
ton area members on the execu-
tive committee reflects tho cffec-
tiveness of the local Democratic
club in the recent election,
according to Onkland County
Democratic Chair Gary Kohut.

The meeting at Fairview wae
on Jan. 17. About 50 people,
including pavents and staff,
attended each session.

Both Obrizak and Blackman,
howaver, explained to their par-
cnts that efforts would be made
to make sure choices and options
will atill be available to them.

Pilots and hubs
Obrizak said all-day kinder-

garten would be piloted in 2001-
02, but only at one site ~ which
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has not yet been decided. Alao
not yet answered ia whether par-
ents wanting a half-day option
for their child would still get one,
and if so, where,

That site would be monitored
to compare student achiovement
between the half-day and fulle
dny models,

Meanwhile, the kindergarten
curriculum is, and will be, the
same across the district, she
added.

‘The move to Educare hubs also
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was clarified at the Fairview and  have the Educare option avail-',

Alameda parent information able. But, emphnsized Obrizak, a
meotings. Educare is a tuition- lot has to do with enrollment.
based enrichment program for “All children can have access to
kindergartners to atfend during Educare, but if there is not
the portion of the day they are cnough for a section at a site”
not in their kindergarten classes.  those youngsters then would be
‘The goal is for all early child- ted to another build
hood and elementary schools to About expanding pre-school
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options, Maxfield listed a féw::
ideas: parent-tot programs with:
2 and 3 -year olds; music-basetf©
enrichment for 4 and 5-year olddg*
bilingual 00! , e
" “So, as apace becomes avail- R
oble at the pre-school centers;”
that's whea we'll be able to-dd*
these kinds of things,” Maxfield::
soid. “But we're never mlng'w’_‘
force it — make the decision tiat':
overcrowds . neighborhobd“
0ols.” .
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Look for your new Troy Wal-Mart
at 15 mile, between Crooks and
Coolidge. Turn left on Maple Lawn
across from the Auto Mall.




