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Elaine Marrero, owner of Troy
Dance Studio, starts a series of
danca competitions on Feb, 7
during the club’s weekly Latin
Dance Party. The competition —
and froe lessons in Latin,
rhythm and tango — will contin-
ue every Wednesday night.

Lessons,

“I'm trying to giva people who
don't know how to dance, the
opportunity of taking free danco
1essons. So, whonever we play
any typo of music other than
hard rock music that you just
jump around to, they'll be edu-
cated in social akills and oti-
qudtte of the dance floor,” she
explained.

*I'm not really trying to creato
a cdmpetition of who's better. It's
more for people to enjoy them-
selyes and to show what thoy've
accomplished.”

She also hopes to unify and

generate good will among dance

instructors by inviting them to

judge the weckly competitions.

They'll choose winners each

wegk for a month. Those dancers
V R

will compete in a semi-final held
during the fifth week of competi-
tion, Semi-finalists who advance
to the sixth aud final week of
salea competition will win
prizes,

“While we do the six weeks of
salsa competition, I'm also goin;
to give freo lessons in cha cha.”

When the salsa compotition
ends, Marrero will sponsor a six-
week cha cha contest. While cou-
ples show off their cha cha skills,
sho'l) teach the hustle, preparing
dancers for the next competition.

*It's getting tho people to be
able to go qut there and 'cjn_ncg

to salsa' music during the
evening. The contest will start
at 11 p.m. Every contestant will
walk away with a token gift —
oither o pnss to a future Latin
Dance Party, a T-shirt or music
— and finalists will win dance
scholarships, show tickets and
other prizes. Top winners will
pack their bags for a vacation in
Puerto Rico,

*It ia a competition but I want
to make it comfortable for every-
one, too.”

Marrero, a world snlsa dancing
champion, graduated from Troy
High School in 1982 and lives
with her husband in Roch

and say, ‘Man,
this. I didn't know how to dance
last week and now I'm entering a
competition." And they'll be
rewarded.”

. Marrero will exempt contes-
tants from Latin Dance Party's
wocekly $6 cover charge, which
entitles perticipants to free
lessons at 8:16 p.m. and daneing

Hille, She began teaching free
lessons twice o week at Sangria
1ast year, in addition to her regu-
lar classes at Troy Dance Studio.
Dancers tested their skills in
samba, axe, merengue and salsa
on Wednesday Nights, adding
Argentine tango to the mix on
Thursday nights.

“When we started about 80

Stepping out: Elaine Marrero leads a salsa dance lesson at Sangria’s Sky Club in
downtown Royal Oak. Marrero owns the Troy Dance Studio.

percent of the people were Lati-
no. Now it's about 50 percent.
We're trying to attract different
nationalities.”

Attire

She suggests thot women wear
shoes with heels and a comfort-
able skirt for Latin dancing.

“There's nothing more beauti-
ful than a lady with a skirt, It’s
senaual and it moves more,” she
explained.

A confident attitude is even
more important than dance
attire,

“Dancing is all from the heart.
It's being out there and just hav-
ing o good time. You'll leave
having learned something and
you'il enjoy the evening.”

She also plans to teach salsa
and Argentine tango lessons, at
8:25 p.m., with dancing from 9
p.m., -2 a.m., on Thursdays,
starting Feb. 15 at Crazy Moe's,
in Pontinc. The cover charge will
be §5.

“We'll have something a little
different there, too. We're going
to have Spanish Knraoke. We'll
have live entertainment. All
through the evening we'll play
varintions of music,”

- Where to dance

Marrere said Volcano Grill in

l?iscover ‘Routes to Roots’ at JCC video series

The Jewish Community Cen-
.ternof Oak Park will show a dou-
/bla feature, part of its on-going
. Yiddiah/Jewish Video Serics,

beginning at 12:45 p.m,, Monday
inthe Jimmy Prentis Morris
Building, 16110 10 Mile Road,
Onk Park.

The first movie, Routea to
Roots, A time to Gather Stones,
follows genealogist Miriam
Wéiner's 1992 tour of Poland
ang Ukraine,

“The Best Date -
Movie Of The Year!”

Ourtis Waler, ATV RADIO
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With the help of Polish and
Ukrainian archival officials, the
tour participants, which includ-
cd Holocaust survivors, accessed
previously “off limits” materials,
enabling them to track down
ancestral homes, burial places
and in one case, a lost a relative.

In the sccond video, Jewish
genealogist Arthur Kurzweil
shows how to trace family histo-
ry, using his own experience as a
step by stop guide. He visita

.

Ellis Island and other significant
sites while demonstrating how to
acquire relevant records and his-

THE MOVIE BASED ON THE HIT PLAY.

JEFF DANIELS

in da Moonligh

A COMEDY ABOUT
FAMILY, LOVE
AND THE GREAT
CUTDOORS.

Escanaha

torical documents.
Each video is in color and runs
ubout 29 minutes,

Dance nigh
at Sangria’s
Sky Club in

BIAFT FIOTUS BY JIRRT ZOLINRKY

the Star Southficld Theatre com-  Mile and just west of Washing-
plex on 12 Mile Road, west of  ton, in downtown Royal' Oank,
Telegraph, also plays Latin (248) 543-1964. -
music on Saturdny nights, Crazy Moc's is located on Sagi-
although she doesn't teach free  paw at Pike strect in downtown
lessons there. Pontiac. (248) 322-5550.

And Brick House, 7759  Volcano Grill's phone number
Auburn, Utica, offers tango
dancing on Sundnys twice
monthly.

Sangrin's Sky Club is located
at 401 Lafayette, south of 11

House is at (810) 323-9500. -

Visit Troy Dance Studio’s Web
site at www.troydancestudio,
com. .
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