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(FARDENING

Follow these tips to grow plants from seeds.:

GARDEN
SPOT -

Her grand-
mother, who

grandfather,
who  grew
vegotables,
greatly influ-
enced Karen
Sansone of
Clarkston in
her love of

gardening,
“As o child
couldn't
wait to sow
sceds!” she
said.
‘That love and interest is still
deep within her.

It’s very easy to grow plants
from secds, according to Karen.
She grows those not available
from nurseries as plants or if she
wants a particular color.

Although seeds can be grown
on a windowsill, it isn't recom-
mended as the windows get cold,
Karen uses g heat mat and a
two-bulb, regular fluoreacent
light, An old heating pad also
‘worl

“There is no one exact way,”
Karen said. “Some seeds require
no more than six to ecight weeks;

others more, especially perenni-
als, Some need light to germi-
nato; others darkness. Some
need to be searified (nicked) with
o nall file, knife, sandpaper or a
jeweler's trinngular file. Others
may need to be soaked in water
ovornight.”

The backs of the sced packets
contain a wealth of information,
But it's nccessary to know the
last frost date (here, around May
15-20) in order to know when to
start the seeds, Karen said. The
number of days to harvest
means after the plants are set

Don't let the medium dry out.
Watch carefully 80 it isn't sonk-
ing woet — too much water
reduces the mount of oxygen.

Always water from the bottom,
which prevents damping off. Set
pots in pans of lukowarm water
and remove them after the soil
surface 8 wet to the touch. This

a few minutes. Then drain
the excess water off before
putting the pots back on the mat
or under the lights,

Set the pots or seeding tray on
the heat mat, The temperature
needs to bo 70 to 75 degrees

out in the garden. Fahrutxla‘heh for g&rmmntmn.
Cover the trays with a transpar-
Planting ent lid or plastic wrap,
Using a waterproof marker,
label each pot with the date the After germination
seeds are planted, the After ination, the first set

name and the botanical name.
Plant the seeds thickly in a
soiless mix, equal parts pent,
vermiculito and perlite — this
supports the runtl nnd lntl in

of leaves, cotyledons (food stor-
nge organs), appear. When the
second set of leaves appenr (the
true leaves), remove pots or
trnyn'fmm the heat pad and

oxygen. It

Press the sceds thnt need light
to germinate firmly into the
growing mix with your hand. For
those that nced darkness, just
sprinkle a bit of soil on the top or
set the seeds decper in the pot-
ting medium,

QARDENING CALENDAR

the seedlings to Inrg-
er pota, keeping only the best.

se a commercinl potting mix
and moisten it well. When trans-
planting into individual pots,
hold each seedling carefully by a
leaf stem and plant it in a hole
made with a pencil, deeper than

My nasy
Packet line: Seeds, seeds,
seeds! Time to start them
indoors.

the depth at which it first grew.
Be carcful not to crowd or twist
¢ roots.

Set the pots on a shelf and
adjust the lights so they are two
inches above the folinge of the
plants. The lights need to bo on
chains so they can be adjusted
es the plants grow. Fertilize
once a week with a wenk solu-
tion of all-purpose fertilizer.

Here are some additional tips.
Karen finds that when she gen-

tly brushes the seedlings with-

her hand, it makes them
stronger. Kecp everything deln

noon to 4 p.m. Feb. 14 at Cran<
brook, 380 Lone Pine in Bloom
field Hﬂh Fxnd nn:hidl. Iemu,

— wash pots in s 10-p
solution of bleach and water.
Keep seeds in Ziplock bags in a
cool place, not neccunnly the
refrigerator.

When it's about time to set the
plants in the garden, they will
need to become adjusted to their
new surroundings. This {s called
hardening off.

‘Taks the seedlings outdoors on
a cloudy day for one to two
houra. Take them in at night.
Continue this for severa! days;
leave them outdoors zll night
the last few days, Before plant-
ing into the garden, check (using
your hand) that the soil temper-
ature is warm.

Karen recommends The Cook’s
Garden (call 802 824-6626, fax
802 824-9566) and Johnny's
Seeds (call 207 437-9204, fax 207
437-2165). Both are organic.

Also, Le Jardin du Gourmet
(visit www.kingcon.com/aglidg or
write P.O. Box 76, St. Johnabury
Ctr., VT 05863) offers 26-cent

TIPS
M Visit the "Shake Off the
Winter Blues™ greenhouse sale

and
more. Questiona? Call (248) 845~
3147,
® If a plant is damaged by ice,
anow or wind, don't bein a hurry [
to prune it. 1t may stroighten up ;
on its own. Prune broken limbs.

Y.

l Use the dishwasher to clean
old pota and trays. Rinse pots
first to remove salts and dirt::

ith by

th: bottom rack, plastic ones on

l After cleaning clay pots, mb .
them with linseed oil

@ Win rose bushes in the All
America Rose Selection Valen.
tincs Sweepstakes. To enter, .-
visit WWW.T0800Tg OF uend a’.

d to AARS S .

221 N. Laselle, Chicago IL‘
60601. The deadline is Feb. ZB
2001. ‘-

IMarty Figley is an ndvnm:td =
master gardener irm- -
ingham. You can leave hera:
message by dialing (734) 853- -
2047 on a touch-tone phone, theq
111, then 3445, Her fax uumber
is (248) 644-1314,

Does your garden club have an
upcoming event or mecting you
want publicized? Send items for
consideration in Gardening Cal-
endar to Ken Abramc:yk.
Observer N , 36251

a guest of the West Rose Soclety
of Novl at 7:30 p.m. at the Novi
Civic Center, 45175 Ten Mils
Road, The cvent (s free to the
public and offers a soclal hour,

Schoolcraft, Li) vania, MI 48180
or c-mail kabramczyk@. oc.
homecomm. net. To und ¢ fax,
call (730 691.7279. .

Nancy l:lnd!ey, mnsler gardener,
willl discuss winter hardy rases as

Full Service Builder

£ < Complete Remodeling Service
> ¢ Adaptations for Barrier-Free Living
=2, < Commercial and Home Inspections

Crearive Building & Design__
888-397-8848 or 248-887-9700

Caroline Dana Lewis, founder of
the Ann Arbor chapter of the
Groat Lakes Rhododendron
Soclety, has more than 300 spec-
Imens In her yard, She wlll give a
slide presantation and lecture et
noon Monday, Feb, 5, at the

Longacre House, located on the
Farmington Road botween 10
Mile and 11 Mile roods. For Infor-
mation, call 476-3017.

LIVONIA
Power arronging, with an emphe-
sls on petlte designs, wilt be dis-
cussed at the next meeting of
the Livonla Garden Club at 7:30

p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 6, at St.
Andrew's Church, The speaker Is
Gretchen Pugsley, a flower show
Judge, who s also a member of
the Hil) and Dale Garden Club of
Fammington Hllls.

DETROIT GARDEN CENTER

The Detroit Garden Center’s 15th
Annual Orchld Display, Lecture

Home Networkin:

We'te your nerprarhosd
Comguter vy,
11 busioes K ovr 15 years.

B 0wy st sanhas
X, 248-353-0:

and Sale Is scheduled for 11
a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 10,
and noon-4 p.m., Sunday, Feb, 11

at the Moross Housa, 1460 E. -
Jetferson, between Rivard and- - '+
Riopelle, 1/2 miie from $375.

ity
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Sherwood Studios invites you to the debut of

cllagi

i E OLLECTIO

Casa Novalia, a division of
Excelsior, proudly presents
the first in its newest
collection of italian
craftsmanship at its finest..
Bellagio.

Striking designs for
bedroom, dining room,
living room and home
office reflects a synergistic
effect achieved by African
rosewgod veneers -
revealing a magnificent
interplay of rich tones and
brushed metal with the
look of pewter.

Celebrate the Grand Opening of our Bellagio Gallery... elevating
furniture design to a new level of distinction. During the debut save

40% Off”

this exciting new collection of over 35 pieces -
exclusively at Sherwood. Plus... save

40-55% Off

g
:

studlos

all other fumliture in stock

Designer Fumniture * Accessories * Gifts
6644 Orchard Lake Road at Maple Road
West Bloomfield « 248 855-1699

Mon-Thur 10-9  Tue-Wed-Fri-Sat 10-8  Sun 12-5

*mfr supg retall

Wholesale Countertop Pricing

Save 20 - 40%

Marble - Granite - Silestone®
Why buy countertops at retail when you can buy direct.

Since we fabricate at our own locations, we beat the “Big Box”
store pricing. We offer quick delivery and personalized service.

Granite 3cm thick!

» Luna Pearl

« Baitic Brown

= Verde Butterfly
« Rosa Beta

49.95

\.“,Q

installed!

includes straight polished edge
30 s/ minimum

45.

1;‘ Ceramic Tile Sales Inc.

ramic te s2° Southfield Rochester
Cet 23455 Telegraph Rd. 1972 Star Batt Dr.
6x6 floor tile bone/sand 49¢ sif 248-356-6430 248-853-4654 |:
6x8 wal tilo bone/biue  49¢ S Visit one of our Showrooms! ;
12x12 floor tile stone :
look #31590 89¢ s/t MTTh Sat :

8:30-5:.00 8:30-8:00 9:00-5:00
instatlation includes Wayne, Oakland, and Macomb Counties, Others at additional cost. Oﬂernol |
with gny other discount All

A neslgner Kitchen for 1/2 the Pricef

Refacing With A Difference
FACTORY DIRECT

Snlestone" gcm thick!

* Capri Limestone
* Mountain Rose
» Silver Blue
«Verde Ugarit

includes straight polished edge
30 sA minimum

We stock over fifteen hundred slabs of Marble, Granite and Silestone in over eighty
unique colors. We stock the largest selection of imported ceramic tile in Michigan.

RS iyl

installed!




