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Behind the music

Hills native returns to roots in Canton studio

BY STRPHANTE ANGELYN CASOLA
BIATY,
ucmlm:mmmm.net

Along Ford Road liea an unas.
suming {ndustrial-style gray
building — the sort of building
cars pass by daily and motorista
never really notice. Almost
incognito with few windows, it
reats across from o dusty dirt
road in a modest area of Cantan.

At first sight, it's not the sort
of building that seems suitable
{or rock superstars like Redford's
native son Ted Nugent, or the
place where B-52's fans imagine
hita like Love Shack and Roam
were captured.

The structure looks much to
plain a placo for Robert Plant
and Jimmy Page to gencrate
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some historic recordings. And yot
thig s all part of the intriguing
history of Michigan Pro Audio’s
sound studio.

Built from the ground up by
fomed producer Ben Grosa and
once called Pear] Sound, the stu.
dio hos contributed to the
careers of some of the finest
musicians in ‘history.

_ “He built up a tremendous rep-
titation here,” said Jerry g:éx:ln

Capaldi, who specks quickly
and calmly and wears a piano-
key scarf that acems almost-too-
appropriate, said the studio is
poised for the future, With subsi-
dized costs that now cater to
local musicians who couldn't
afford time at MPA in the past,
the studio is now better able to
serve artists in its own back
yard.

w Fa—
Far

gton Hills native

di, MPA senior ta
came through our doors like
Madonna, Paula Abdul, George
Clinton, the B-652's. Thero is a
long tradition up to groups like
Filter, Ben moved on (to open
‘The Mix Room in California).
Terry Simnan founded Michigan
Pro Audio,”
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Mixing sound: Chuck Alk,
ichigan.

azian is happy to be back in

That's where head engineer
Chuck Alkazian comes in.
Returning back to his roots this
Farmington Hills-raised music
producer spent the past three
years working with mojor indus-
try artists in Chicago, Now living
in West Bloomficld, Alkazian is a
graduate of the Berklee College
of Music in Boston and a drum-
mer for The Haywoods. When
asked what brought him to
MPA, the answer came casily.

“I liked this studio the best. It
has very good sound. Everything
from the control room to one of
the best live recording rooms in
the city. The vibe is cool.”

The main recording room cen-
veys a scrious sense of sound.
Blocking out all noise of the
street outside, its walls are a
tapestry of varied materinl - one
rounded and wooden, the next
solly pondded, another made of
painted brick. Three thick panes
of glass separate the artist from
the control room. Ceilings reach
two stories high. Spotlights
warmly illuminate the hardwood
floor. All who work there say the
same thing — it feels like home.

While Alkazian hns mads his
way around Now York, Los
Angeles and Chicago, the Detroit
aren is where he plans to stay. “1
think there is 80 much talent
here thnt needs to be nurtured,”
said Alkazian, “A lot of Detroit
artists just need some direction,”

Fostering talent

Relaxed in the back corner of
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Manning boards: House engineer Ryan Hyland, left, works with Farmington Hills
native Chuck Alkazian at the mixing board at Michigan Pro Audio in Canton.

the studio, he adjusts his black-
rimmed glasses and speaks with
enthusinem of a return teo
Detroit's heyday. Hoe'a deter-
mined to make it happen. “This
can be 1977 again, with Bob
Seger and The Romantics,” said
Alkazian. It's hard not to believe
the 29-year-old.

Alkazian ahuffles from MPA
studios in Canton, Southficld
and Pentiac, working on projects
from all genres of music to
recordings for the advertising
industry. Evidently, his love lica
in music. He apeaks in hope-
filled phrases like the “Detroit
brotherhood,” and “making the
city boom.” More than 30 milea
outside the Motor City, this Can.
ton studio grasps onto the poten-
tial brought by the commercial
success ol giants like Kid Rock
and Eminem.

On the day of my visit, Alkaz-
ign is just beginning work with

music producer working on a
compilation for his label, Full
Circle Enterprises, which dotes
back to 1996. Both seem to share
a common goal: “To put Michi-
gan artists on the map,” as Frye
snid.

Going global

To serve that interest, MPA
signed on to work with a cyber
record company — one which
will enable music recorded at
MPA to be marketed and scen
vin Web cameras worldwide.
Still a work-in-progress, the site
can be found at kdk12.com.

One local band participating in
this technology ia Baked Potato -
set to release a new album in
February. Rob Nelson, band
member and a newly-hired engi-
acer at the studio, haa seen both
sides of the recording process at
MPA. The Northville resident

iders the job to be n “good

Kevin Frye, an Ypsilanti-based

Noted rabbi to kick off SAJE series Feb. 13

Noted author, lecturer and
spiritual Jender Rabbi Lawrence
Kushner will kick off the 2001
Sominars for Adult Jewish
Enrichment on Tuesday, Feb. 13,
at 7:30 p.m.

Rabbi Kushner's lecture will
be held at the Jewish Communi-
ty Center, D. Dan and Betty
Kahn building, 6600 W. Maple,
West Bloomficld.

His topic will be *“The Silent
Alef: What Really Happened at
Mount Sinai.” Through his lec-
tures, articles and books, Kushn-
cr helps shape the present agen-
da for personal na well aa com-
munal spiritual renewal. His

hi 1 apirituali

to promote apiritual renewal. He ™
18 the author of several books,
including The Book of Miracles:
A Young Person’s Guide to Jew-
ish Spiritual Awareness; The
Book of Words: Talking Spiritual
Life and I Did Not Know: Find-
ing Self, Spirituality and Ulti-
mate Meaning.

Recently he published his first
book for young children, Because
Nothing Looks Like G-d, co-
authored with his wife, Karen.
His latest book is The Way Into
Jewish Mystical Tradition.

A Detroit native, Kushner is
the first rabbi-in-residence at
?{cbraw Union College - Jewish

explore

of Religion.

o
‘The Mystical Revelation.
For more than 25 years, Kush-
er haa used wisdom and humor

Beginning Feb. 27 and run-
ning through March 28, more
than 36 adult Jewish eduction

Take a step toward

financial independence

courses will be offered through
SAJE at both JCC locations: the
Kahn building in West Bloom-
field and the Jimmy Prentis
Morris building in Oak Park.
Among the courses taught by
local rabbis, cantors, educators,
scholars and community leaders
are Jewish poetry, Jewish cook-
ing, music, praycrs, women and
Judaism, Isracl, Bible Jewish
law, children, ethics, Jewish
mysticiam, Jewish humor and
spiritunlity. New this year are
an online course, offsite classes

and programs for young adults
and young families,

Those who register for two or
more SAJE courses at the Kush-
ner lecture will receive a frec,
autographed book by Kushner.
Individuals who become a friend
of SAJE be making a donation of
$136 or more will receive an

hed book and unlimited

classes.

Tuition for SAJE courses is
$16 per course or $36 for unlim.
ited courses. Call Elisa Freilich
at the JCC, 661-7649.

Orchard Mall

ANTIQUE SHOW

Fabruary 1 - 4, 2001
Thursday ~ Saturday, 10:00 = 9:00
Sunday, 12:00 - 5:00

And Much More t

Fumniturs = Art
Collectibles = Glass » Appralsaly $1,00 per liem
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Wélong love of learning.

32605 BELLVINE TRAIL Located south of 14 MILE
ROAD betwean LAKSER and EVERGREEN ROADS
3 In BEVERLY HILLS [243) 547-3060

center, music,
athlstics and Spanish audio lab,
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opportunity to be involved the
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recording industry.” He chose tos
record there becnuse of the nos-v
taigia and history associnted?
with the studio, “I've always}
wanted to record a big, 1
room,” he added, smiling.

House engincer Ryan Hylan
added: “The best thing abou
working here is being excited to}
get up everyday and go to work*

Baked Potato knew just what,
to call their album-in-progresg s
Pearl, after the original namé o
the studio. “The album hdm
grown here, developed and takgyw
on part of the vibe of this b
ing,” said Nelson, e

Some buildings are mad¢ of;
much more than a pile of bricks;
mortar and glass, Some are builty
on a foundation of rock, and also;
pop, soul, hip hop, jazz, blues
and techno.

For mare information, chech

out www. mpastudios, com.
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Doors Open 1200 0m - 500 pm

TUXEDO WORLD

Also Brought o
You Sy

resomes

- Riverview Ballroom

Tickets $700 < te door {33 00 n odvance)

FOR MORE tNFQ CALL 1-243-642-2161

FASHION SHOWS @ 1:30 AND 3:30
BY DAVID'S BRIDAL & AFTER HOURS BY
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