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Drug busts on our doorstep
prove you can't nide probiem

In the twisted, profit-driven world of
drug running, appearances can bo
deceiving, - ¢

The houses on Nine Mile Road and
on Highmeadow in Farmington Hills
don't look like the boarded-up, burned-
out dene of iniquity commeonly por-
trayed as the headquarters for nar.
eotics dealers ig the Big City.

But make no mistake — police took

ds of dollars in ] an:
heroin and weapons and cash from
these locations.

How does this happen in our quiet
suburban community? The truth is, the
war against drugs has been waged all
around us for decades. As the front
lines grow increasingly difficult to
hold, drug dealers have begun to
retreat, putting communities like ours
in the midst of the fray.

Hills Police Chief Bill Dwyer has
said dealers hope to avoid detection by
hiding in affluent homes, in quiet
nolghhnrhuuds where penplo mostly
keep and large
.of cnsh can be spent on fancy cars,
mink coats and ATVs without attract-
ing any attention at all.

They've just picked the wrong time to

_settle in Farmington Hills - or any-
where in Oakland County, for that
matter. Hills Police have initiated even
stronger alliances with Onkland Coun-
ty's Narcotics Enfortomnnt Team,
newly d under the di
of Shenﬁ' Michael Bouchard and with
the federal Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration.

Local officers are assigned to both

B They've (drug dealers) Just
plcked the wrong time to settle
In Farmington Hiils - or any-
where In Oakland County, for

. that matter.

o
squads, and a sheriffs deputy serves
with the South Oakland Narcotics
Information Consortium, which alao
includes officers from the Hills, West
Bloomfield and Novi,

the currency of drug enforcement is
information, police have hit the jockpot
lately. Dwyer attributes that to the
and an

Srary PUOTO BY DI, RRERIXR
Selzed: Drugs and cash are part
of the evidence in one of the three
- drug busts,

focus on tracking major dealers.

“You have to try and hit at the high.
est level posaible,” Dwyer balieves, “If
you cut off the head, the body fails.”

While the results speak for them-
salves — three major drug busts in less
than a month - it's been a little scary
for Hills reaid who may be
ing what lurks behingd closed doors in
thoir neighborhoods. Hard to think the
teen-ager you see walking to the bus
stop in the morning might be harboring
bales of marijuana in his closet and a
sawed off shotgun underneath his bed.

Still, this is no.time for a mass exo-.
dus to even more remote areas, In the
war on drugs, safe havens don't last for
long. As battles are won and lost, the
front lines just keep moving.

Thig is a time to reach out in our
neighborhoods and get to know the peo-
ple around us, It's a timoe to meet the
parents of our children's friends and
work coaperahvuly to keep kids out of
harm's way. It's a time to keep our eyes
and ears open for the first signa of trou-
ble, so thet we can help law enforce-
ment officors keep the peace in our
community.
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B Gill parents speak

Parents and students of the year
round program at Gill Elementary love
the alternative schedule offered in the
Farmington Public Schools, Qur chil-
dren are shining examples of auccess
and public school achievement.

The students attend school the exact
same number of doys as kids on the
traditional schedule,

In addition to the traditional vaca-
tions, year round students have two
week inter-gession breaks in Novem-
ber, February and May. Students
attend nppmnmnmly 10 weeks, then

B Allenated

No more Mr. Nice Guy! Yes, that's
what we've been, Politely petitioning

- the City to hear our ploaa, The good

citizens of the Historic District, naive-
ly believing in the political process,
went through all the proper channels
to present our case against rezoning
an historic homa as a business,

No, we weren't there in 1998, when
tho Master Plan was redone.

Was it becauso wo didn't care

or because we're ignorant people?

No. It was becausa notification of a
zoning chango‘zhna 80 skimpy — mayba

have a two week i 3 anda
gix-week summer break,

‘We feel this is the best school sched.
ule to reduce burnout. First grade year
round teacher Cindy Shuster agrees.
“The year Jloung. schedule is much leaa

o traditional schedul

ere were the big
signs, which we sco in neighb

serious threat to peoplo driving in this
area.
We call it Suicide Alley and want
something done before someone is
killed,
Milton Rose
Farmington Hills .

H Coat thank you

Thia year the Oakland County Sher-

- iff's Office sponsored Coats for the

Cold 2000. Mnny already know that

the program is designed to collect new
or clean used coats to be given to those
most in need, This is the 16th yenr the

communities, announcing “Proposed
Zoning Change?”

How about notifying neighbors with-
m 300 foot of the properties under con-

an
Tenchers, parents and studenta wili all
agroe to that,” Parent Kevin Mitchell
agrees, stating “We've been in the pro-
gram for eight years and have really
enjoyed it. Our boys have never com-
plained about having school in July.”

Teacher Vickey Shaw, year round
teacher for 8 1/2 yoars, adds, “Since we
no longor need to acheduls the school
calendar around an agriculture year
end since most children are ready to
go back to school after five or six sum-
mor weeks off, it seems the year round
calendar makes the most sense.”

‘The main reasons we chose to place
our students in the Gill Year Round
program ia they retain knowledge and
have an easier transition to the next
grade due to a shortened summer

Plenty of time to debate
CCW - if it gets on ballot

L. .

The Michigan Logialature passed last

year legislation requiring local gun
banrd: to igsue permits to carry con-
cealed weapons to everybody who
applie:, is age 21 or older, free of mental
illness, has a clean n-imin'-gl record und

ing public interest would wane,
It did, and so supporters wniwd until

Our children still have a six week
summer break, which is plenty of time
to rolax, take trips, and bhave fun,
‘Third grade student Davud
Kucukarslan says it works for him, “I
like summer vacation because it's
sharter and you don't forget stuff,”

Another benefit of a year round
schedule is the feeling of community
with the year round families and staff.
Studenu in Gnll year round develop

the lameduck session of the
last year to bring the legislation back.
While the public was more interested in
:eelnq what happened in :ihe presiden-

is willingto go t}
training.

The measure has been very controver-
sial. Soma people think it will dramati-
cally increaso the number of folks wan-
dering around with Eermiu to carry con-
cealed weapons and, thus, the number
n}f ‘innocent. people who are going to get
shot,

Others contead that “an armed socioty
is>a polite society” and that an evil-doer
will be daterred by worry that lots of

shopping, Ieg'lslatars ruuhed the bill to

passy,

If thil waen't enough, legislators
dreamed up a little trick to try to make
the legislation i to referend
R the Conatituti ppropri
ation bills are not subject to referend

trong fi as they
t.bmugh each srudu with the same stu-
denta,

Parent Pam Prezioso, seea thisasa
real benefit of year round, as “the con-
tinuity for children and their friend-
ships from year to year. This leads to
less adjustment, as the whole class
staya together, Parents also get to
know one another and are very aup-
portive of year round education and
Gill El 'y School.”

lawmakers tacked on $1 miliiva in
spending in an attempt to block any
petition drive. Sen, Phil Hoffman, R-
Horton. nnd former Rep, Mike Green, R-

Rindergarien teacher Linda Lipson
I like the cohesive, small commu.
nity feeling in the year round program.
Sinca parents have specifically chosen

toric District residents who have *his-
torically” been concerned about (and
opposed to) changes in Historic Dis-
trict boundaries? Guess the City didn't
want us to know. So, now we're too
late.

‘The zoning board, the planning com-

How about notifying His- .

has been in exi
with each year, the collection hus
grown significantly thanks to the gen-
erosity of the community.

T'd liko to thank evoryone who took
the time to make a coat donation and
thoso who sponsored a drop-off loca- -
tion. Wao collected almost 7,000 coats .
in every aize and shape imnginable
from throughout Oakland County. The .
Boot Camp/Trustee Camp sorted the
coats and they were delivered to seven *

diffe charities | Dec, 20

mission, ¢ity council, not to mention
the city manager, all favored the busi-
ness usc of a residence, in apito of
overwhelming opposition from neigh-

‘Well, you're all put on notice - you
have alienated
Historic District and we won't forget.

It wasn't just the rezoning decision
you made which angered us, but more-
over it was the way you treated us.
You tried to limit our freedom of
speech, you discounted us, you discred-
ited us and some you even chastised
ua. For what, for standing up and stat-
ing what we want for our neighbor.
hood? How dare youl

Janie Gundlach,
Farmington

H Sulcide Alley

Cn March 28 of last year, the
Observer published my lettor *Light
Needed.”

On July 18, 2000, your dramatic pic-
tura showed a car hit by a truck that
overturned upon impact on 14 Milo
Road west of Orchard Lake. The jawe
of life had to bo used to remove the
badly injured woman. After making
meny contacts, I learned the new
Gateway Mall offered to pay to put a
light at their intersection.

1 spoke with someone in the engi-
neering department in Farmington
Hills and they confirmed the above but
explained they couldn't put a light at

the good citizena of the

and 21, Those who contributed can be
assured the coats are being put to goed *
use. Your effort is keeping another
soul waym during this year's extroor-
dinarily cold and snowy wintor
months.

T'd also like to thank those in the
media who supported Coata for the
Cold 2000. With your help, we were
able to advertise the program and
inform the public of the locations of
the various drop-off sitcs. This year, :
we had over 80 drop-off pointa. .

Thank you again for helping us
make a differencoe in the livea of the
needy {n our community this winter,

Michael J. Bouchard .
Oakland County Sheriff :

R 1iin

Share your opinions

‘We welcome your letters o the editor.
Please Include your full name, address - *
and phone number for verification. We
ask that your letters be 400 words or
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Gateway Apartments pose a real



