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PUD is best bet for
N’western center

Reuonable people can argue whether
it's & good iden to put 650,000 square feet
of commercial/retail space in the 14
Mile/Northwestern/Orchard Lako trian-
gle in Farmington Hills.

City officials have been asked to bal-
ance the varied interests in the project,
whic})x is no gu;_s’y.tgnk. Residents in sur-

are
ebout traffic, noise and atormwater
drainage, as well as the continued paving
of what little open space is left in their
community,

Homeowners adjacent to the gite have
spont 10 years begging for some relief
from the tide of commercial development
creeping steadily along the Northwestern
corridor. While they've waited as propos-
al after proposal has fallen by tho way-
side, even utility companies hesitate to
update their equipmont, because they
don't want to invest in infrastructure
that will only be torn up by new develop-
ment,

Without q Hills have

However, they also give the city the best
possible control over the entire project.
Officials can negotiate for a any in
aspects like architectural contrel, land-
scaping and traflic mitigation.

And residents have made it clear they
don’t want “piccomeal” development; this
PUD allows the 119 parcels to be dovel-

W Residents have made it
clear they don't want ‘plece-
meal’ development; this PUD
allows the 119 parcels to be
developed as a whole,

oped aa a whole, in three phases.

It ahould also be noted that the enly
proposala brought forward for this pro-
ject over tho past 10 yenrs have been
L. The last one, a “life-style

had their suy. In countless meetings
throughout the checkcmd history ot'this
perty, publich ave

Inng into the mght

‘We have serioua doubts as to whether
this tentative alliance of property owners
and dovelopers will survive. At lenst one
neighboring property owner hasn't
signed on and cveryane atill has to come
to terma with a complex Planned Unit
Development agreement.

Citizena hava good reason to be suspi-
cious of such agreements. Thoy are, by
nature, non-specific as to design details.

center” with some residential develop-
ment, sounded good in theory, but didn't
work in practice.

And why would it? It's tough to sell
people on the iden of living in the heart
of a commercinl center,

Northwestern Highway, 14 Mile and
Orchard Lake Roads are major thorough-
fares, places where this kind of dovelop-
ment belongs. This acrenge, designated
in the Master Plan as a Special Planning
Aren, deseryes spectal treatment.

For all of its vague promises, the PUD
process is the beat possible way to got it.
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B Take the MEAP

MEAP ~ijtianota mtmxs game,
of the g of

MEAP results or what you a would ll.Im
to believe about tho MEAP, there
two simple facta: It tests an lnd:vldnnl
student’s ability to choose the correct
answer to questions on material that
he should know; and, for over a decade,
it has boen nffamvnly used by some

dling 20, 30, 40 percent or more in just
a fow months,

So they simply spend less for goods
and services, not knowing if thoy will
ever recover their losses. Our economy
is in good shape, low unemployment,
people have money saved and business
is good.

But because of the extrome sensitivi-
ty to Federal Resorve interest rates,
which have risen too fast rm:ontly,
Alan G has

schools to correct the learning defici
cies of the students who took the teat
and to adjust the building partfolio of
h'x.s‘thructmn to prevent the reoccurrence

triggered the current recession scare.
And he can turn it around by admit-

ting ho made some mistakes and begin

g Federal Rescrve intorest rates

[ in future
This would not be true if the MEAP

nnmedlnwly.
11y like Pr -elect

wero as flawed or il
some would like to believe or would
liko you to bcl:evo.

in MEAP ms\du

Share stories of diversity

' Editor's note: The following remarks
were delivered at Mercy High School dur-
ing the recent candlelight vigil and
march honoring Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Karen Bolsen is co-chair af tke Farm~
ington/Far
nllMulumtml Community Council.

We are here to honor and encourage
unity of humnnkmd the umty of all

disparity of housing, education, health
issues, economics and all of thelr ramifi-
cations if we cannot come to a common
understanding of who we are, what our
probloms are, and how we got here.

You may be thinking, how are Farm-
ington Hills and Farmington affected?
We have a community where the stu.
dents in our achoola speak 86 1

and the el

nnd secondary levels identify educn-
tional Jasues and inequities that, to
nddress and fix, need to ba acknowl-
edged and understood at the communi-
ty, district, building, and clasaroom
level. Playing the MEAP resulta as a -
ratings games does not contribute to
the correction of these problems. Treat-
ing the MEAP as a flawed or meaning-
less test or to excuse your student from
taking the test does not contribute to
the ion of theso probl

and where we have racial diversity.
co-exist without many

That is true and once again,

and Most resid
tnmght in F. and bl
Farmmgtan Hills, we should celebrate.

‘We honor the Rev, Dr. Martin Luther
Klng Jr, because he gave his life to tho
Civil Right Movement from which we all
benefit, And we meet here tonight to
thonor all of Dr, King’s comrades who pre-
ceded him, those who walked beside him,
and those who still work today to develop
unity of humankind.

- Due to Dr. King and many other devot-
ed civil rights soldiers, laws enacted in
the latter half of the previous one hun-
dred years laid much of the g

Iwas mised in Fnrmmgton H)llu nnd
80 was my husb We bo

Your expectation should be loo-per-
cent proficiency on the MEAP within
the margin of error of a given year's
test peculiarities and human error of
the utuden'.s taking tho test. Where
“that level doesn't exist, o

from Farmington Public Schools. ‘We are
in this

problom does exist. Colleges and uni-

now raising our child:
nity, as are o number of our friends who
also grow up here.

This is o great community. It is a bet-
ter community now becauso my children
and our friends’ children have the advan-.|
tage of living racial and cultural diversi-

ty.
The children in our will be

for ua to develop the true equulity that
was 80 well written in our great country'’s
founding documents, but ns we know not

d reality for all of our founding mothers
#nd fathers.

- The laws made a statement and many
in positions of power have taken notice
and have rethought the way they do busi-
deas. Others; however, to this day, con-
tinue to ignore human rights and do
tusiness in waya not honoring the equali-
1y of human beings and still some ot.bun
continue to commit grievous hate

- But moet Americans respect the law. 1
beliava most Americans are glad about
our societal progress. I believe most

ericans are proud we are a more hon-
drable nation by legally ensuring equali-
nyurall of our citizens,
¢ This progress, these thoughts are ones
‘o celebrate. Freedom speaks.

-» However, we need to continue to mm

#ure Jaws are followed. But we cannot

well-prepared to live and work in the
diverse global society we have become.
Their experiences with people of different
cultures and races as young children are
far beyond any their parents and grand-
parents experienced.

But, wo community members still need
to share our histories. The Multicultural
Council has existed for 11 years and we
have tried to lead t.ho way in t.ha commu-
nity for sharing our b:

We need to share our ltnrlu mom. We

ities have added MEAP-style tast-
ing to their application process and as
ap for their i
level classcs. Businesses have added
remedial training classes of MEAP-
tested skills. This is consistent with

ington'a secondary school MEAP

resuits, It is inconsistent with inflated
grade point qveragea and bloated honor
rolls. By dismlssing the MEAP, or play-
E:’? the ratings game, who are you fool-

David L. York
Farmington Hills

RTINS

H Greenspan is wrong

‘The United States is not headed for a
ion nor are we experiencing the

should enjoy our
ment, but we need to build on R. and con-
tinue to shine as an example for other
communities.

We need to be inclusive in lead

'beg{nning of one now.

We are experiencing an economic
slowdown triggered by ono man, Alan
Greanspnn. head of the Federal

raised

npportunlhu and we need to train exist-
ing workforces to embrace different, cul-
tures. We should also venture outaide of
* Farmington and Farmington Hilis to
help our regional community.
A-song I've haard nung numerous ;xln‘:lu
ills,

ftely only on }

uman
ghipa cannot be legislated, Wo hnve to
our society. You cannot go in one
direction for hundreds of years and say
e have turned in ancther direction and
Nt.ha problem iz solved. .
» America is & big ship to turn around,
‘Por hundreds of years we institutional-

by choirs
'endl.led “One Small Volee. reminds me

of our the song
en it says "one small voice can teach the
world a song.”

Our ity ean i to

Resorve. G the Fede
Reserve interest rates a couple too
many times and he can Jowor those
rates at the drop of a hat,

1t seems he did not take into account
that moet Americans are now inveated
in the stock market, either directly or
in mutual funds. The stock market is

Bush and voted for him, but I do not

like his tax cut plan. I think Gure's

plan of paying down the fedoral deht
was the more sensible plan,

Kenneth Kemp

Farmington Hills

‘M Scouts correct

The letter by Andy Novak in the
Farmington Observer on Dec. 28
should evoke a great many responscs
from those in the community that
know better. To suggest that the
Scouts in their many years may have
taken a position on a particular social
issue that did not please all the people

. can he tnlernted, Condnnad if not
d by the

qualifications for fricndship. And so)
discrimination is good. Only the pro<
found idiot would fail to understand.
Discrimination can he bad when a
word or deed hurts ancther peraon, It
is wrong. The Scouts, in contradiction
to the writer's inference, do not orate in'
convocations ngainst homosexuali
behavier, They don't take to the daia
to suggeat an enti-homosexual min-
istry, They wish to be left alone, as'
they leave others to their preferences.
1t ia wrong to deny the Scouts their
right to affiliation. So says the Court.

So say tha people.
¥ e pea Neil Goodbred,
Livonia

m Staébler remembered

My experiences in the Democratic
Party of Michigan bear out Phil
Power's tribute to Neil Stacbler (Order-
1y Michigan recount reflects Staebler’s
legacy, Dec. 21). I participated with
him and others in many political activi-
ties, including our joint campaign for
U.S. Congress in 1962,

I was tho 18th District Democratic
nominee. The 18th cavered all of Oak-
land County - very Republican. For
me, it was a warm-up for 1964, We
Democrats hoped to re-elect Gov.
Swainson in 1962 and in 1963 to hook
my area in Ogkland on to part of
Mneomh to assure a anfe seat fora
in the now 19th District.

Tq rant nm'] rave that the Scouta are
a group that “denies someone is a per-
son,” are encouraged to “hate in the
name of and the morals and val-
ues simply because you don't believe in
the same God,” “to preach toleranco
while showing "blatant and unquench-
able hatred,” “to deny other people’s
for the benofit of your own,” may
identify a group or two in our Country,
but doesn’t come close to identifying
the Scouts’ tenets or behavior. The
language used by the writer is vicious,

I have never known a Scout who |

thought and acted as the writer sug-
gests, havo nover known anyone who
knew ‘anyone who knew of such Scout
behavior. It is surprising that an
Observer newspaper would publish the
misinformation at best, lies at the
worst, that writer Novak put to paper.
Mlllions conaider the Scouta one of
the finest organizations in the country.
‘Tho vilification, vileness, villainy, viru-
lence, the vitrjol of Novak's opiniona
are not only shameful, but sofar from
the truth that the publication of such
bombast lenveu many of us aghast.
Entitled to one’s opinion? Yes, always.
It seems the writer has a cross to bear,
Yet even though he believes the Scouts
have no right to affiliation, to choose
close association, even though the

Romn-ny won and my district was muda N
even more Rnpuhlican 1did not run
again,

I was inspired then and now by his
integrity and deep commitment to
rational discourse in all matters. I gave
a culogy at the Birmingham Unitarian
Chureh the Sunday after his death.

George J. Fulkerson
Bloomfteld Hills

Share your opinlons

We welcome your latters to the editor.
Please Include your full nama, address
and phone number for verification. We
ask that your lotters be 400 wonds or
less. We may edIt for clarity, space
and cantent.

an emotional animal, greatly
and to rumers and innuendoes
m'.har than financial logic and fact.

bers of stocks, billions

embrace our differences and seek the
all our residents to ba one exam-
ple for all A so that we help cur

eould not voice their opinii

nnlnn mnliu what was written in our
more than several

utb or at least more
experiencad.
loltiutepuﬂodwhnnwouhﬂnndhu]
'§a we maks our turnaround.
12 We are in the midat of that time. - We

hundred years agu,

Our nation will then be able to teach
the world a wong; one of respect for diver-
llty and unity in & great democracy, a
by people from many

the A ted by mmu.u“
ems creat cos
Ligd Ive ther Much of the

begun
oﬂwr eolmtfhl in the world.
are truly one country indivis-
iblu wi!.h llberty and Jjustiee for all, we
will be free at

daily, are traded online at the drop of a
hat by speculators hoping to make fast
money at the slightest movement of
stock prices sither up or down. It ian
like tha old days when stocks could be
tracked according to corporate earn-
ings lnd prleelnrninn ratios. Those

swd: pdea vnlaﬁllty is probably here
to stay for a long time,

Whonnackpr!eunmblou fast as’

they do m. with [ mny Amnrluu
who »es their portfolla nluu dwin-

Court hos said they do, he does report ~ Mall:
that the Scouta have no uso for usodn- Letters to the Editor :
tion with Observer .
ert! the behavior, ( lete with n:mm Rw.,ﬂg; :
‘s the jor, (complete with your Farml, M -
favorite deleterious, adjective). The Lo 5 .
writer is correct when he says the EMall: b
Scouta are inatory. v °,
What he scoma to d is net H
that discrimination is good, it's beauti- H
ful, it’s the only reasonable way to live Fax: .
one's life. A man discriminates as to 2484779722 H
what he eats each day. He chooses B
ly what he wears. Most lmpor-
tantly, he chooses his frien:
n‘ntlnch He .;ﬁ"’"‘" u‘ut;’ d.hcnmln--
tion when choosing a lady tg marry.
Choosing friends dossn't mean he Ol'ne
; ahould post a list of 20 he has met in COMMUNICATIONS *
the last week that fails to meet his- N E
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