Ths title of Gov. John Engler’s State of the
State speech last week was “Building the Next
Michigan.” The idea was to frame a scries of eco-
nomic development proposals as steps needed to
tranaform Michigan's economy, but it got lost in
the usual wel-
ter of idens
that get
tossed out in
such speech-

stand the
thrust of what
Engleris
proposing, &
very, very
short version
of Michigan's
cconomic hig-
tory might be
in order.

Up te the
development of
the auto indus-
try at the atart of the 20th century, much of
chhigun 's economy was based on profitable
extraction of natural resources. Fur traders ran a
highly pmﬂtnb]e business centered on Mackinae
In!nnd in the 18th cenlury . The rich copper and
iron de in the Uppe: la were discov-
ercd about the saame llmn nnd proved enormoualy
profitable. -

The capital so formed financed in tho 19th cen-
tury the lumbering of the white pine forests
throughout northern Michigan. It's a fact that
more money came out of our white pine forests
than was ever made from the fabled California
gold fields. Profits made from logging, in turn,
financed entreprensurs auch as Henry Ford and
led to the development of the automobile, now our
dominant industry. .

For years, economists, entreprencurs and
politicians have speculnled on what the next big
industry might be and how to encourago it to
take root in hoa din

Phil Power

OTHER OPINIONS

Engler iSed ‘t launch
state’s next big mdustry

who start companies here? .

Engler also wants to creato an unfnrzunnuly
named 'Cybemourt,' which allows “c-filings,
Wob-based and virtual
that would resolve legnl disputes entirely over
tho Internet.

What the governor ia really getting at is Lry'lng
to find 8 way for Michigan to becoms the stan.
dard-setter for deploying new technology in the'
legal arena for new corporations, just the way,
Delawaro has become the legal standard for ald’
economy corparnuons Ahnott all large companies
inA d under the Del
corporation lnw, which 1s clear, flexible and easily
interpreted. Delaware lawyers prosper, and cor-
porations often put down headquarters to take
ndvantage of the faverable legal climate.”

Few — certainly not Vice President Al Gore —
are aware that scicntists at an organization
called *Internet 2" are feveriahly developing the
next generation of the Internet in rented and
overcrowded facilities in Ann Arbor, Englor
wants the Mick E D Cor-
poration to find @ way to provide them with a per-
manent homo to retain the awesome potential of

futuro Internets
rove tn Miche Ml What the governor Is

here in Michi-
gan. really getting at Is trying

Lotsof com-  ¢q fing a way for
panies are in
the business of Michigan to become the
providing ways standard-setter for
to move infor- . ganloying new t
mation, e b
whether by cop- 8Y In the legal arena for
per wire (DSL new corporations.
services, for
example) or
fiber optic lines or through broadband cable TV.
Municipalities, hbowever, often control the rights
of way and the licenses required to add to the
information network.

Dealing with local governments can ba slow
and often litignted. Sometimes nccess fees are
unreasonably high. Engler wants the Public Ser.

recent years on the parallel revolutions now tak-
ing place in cellular biology and information tech-

nology.
- It's in this context that we should understand
Engler’s recent pmpomln

in ing fielda™ —

vice Cq to go after these “broadband
bandits.”

None of these proposals is politically sexy.
Some of them are hard to understand without
bennng in mmd !hnl the objective is to help
And it's both
hnrd nnd tricky to figure out juat "how to encour-

lll'e i mier t and infc

tech.
nology — the governor wants to “put out the wel-
come mat and exompt them from Michigan's state
business tax.”
Canservative ideclogues chanting allegiance to
~“purc market forces” have attacked the idea a8
*induatria! policy.” But nearly all new business
start-ups don't pay a cent of the Single Busincss
,Which itself is in the process of being phased
mr the next 20 yen.r- So why not make a

of what just might be the next
bxg industry that transforms Michigan's economy.

But Gov, Engler is trying, and he should get
high marks for it.

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com- ’
munications Network Inc., the company that
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-

ments, elther by voilca mail at (734) 553-2047, -

Ezi 1880, or by e-mail at ppower®
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that may be right for you:
“inexperienced” associates

*National database marketing

your career alternatives.

Rinancial Plannirx
Lareer Sem

Qakland Financial Resources/New England Financial
invites you to learn why we have the career opportunity

*Potential for a “six figure” incone within two years for many

*Our “fee based” planning platform
e Financial subsidy for qualifying individuals

*Comprehensive training and mentoring
- o Full time dedicated sales support staff
" e Technology and design capabilities
*Be in business “for yourself” but not “by yourself”

“Jobs Rated Almanac 2001” lists Financial Planner as the #1
- most desirable vocation in the U.S.

If you have a high energy level, strong work elhxc, money
motivation, and some mental toughness...thls is one of those
rare opportunities that could change the way you evaluate
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Jom us
Saturday, February 17th from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m.
(lunch will be served at 12:00) followed by our presentation.
. The location is the
. Holiday Inn, Livonia West, ‘
17128 North Laurel Park - ¢ Livonia, MI 48152 .
{1275 to 6 Mile exit #170) i

RSVP before February 15th to Debi Thompson at
(248) 822-5145, Ext. 442

Investment Advisory Services offered through New Englnad Securitics, a Registered
Investment Advisor.

(FIAS

Thussday. February 8. 2001

Many voices heard in zoning callz

spprove a

erty, 33432 Oakland St., is tho
ong for which the rezoning was
recently reques

The proposal for rezoning was
first presented to the historical
commisajon. In a regular public
meeting attended by the entire
commission membership (many of

' mum live in tho historic district),

request
received -
from a Farm-
ington resident and downtown
bu:‘lm:e? owmle;' to allow u‘d’rn relo-
cation of a well-reapected
design studio to the edge nfmr: i
toric district. This type of land
use has produced positive results
on the cast side of our downtown
and is common in many historic
downtowna,
. Unfortunately, too much of

1 was unani-
mously endnrwd without objec-
tion, by the commisaian, We find

and hard to update the master
plan, and which is responsible for
reviewing site plans [
requests on behalf of the commu-
nity, is entitled to a presumption
of good judgment based on its
record of distinguished service to
the community.

Who are the community volun-
teers who serve on the historical

and board of zoning appeals?

the historical commission’s una. They come from every area of our
nimity compelling in light of ita community and are all residents
special mission and perspective, of Fnrm.mgtau They ere archi-
‘The matter was next acity
to the board of zoning appeals ph.nner, homemakers and
requesting two variances to allow  rotirees, All have a common goal _ -
for three shared, off-site parking  of serving in the best interest of
spaces and permit e landscape our community.
barrier instead of a brick masonry Before the final vote, the city
council took into account the deci~

wall. Following considernble pub-

sions and recommendations of the
boards and commissiona ixwulvsd:
in this matter. In addition, couny’
cil reviewed the master plan, zon<,
ing ordinances, state law, council
goals and tmjnmn statement lha':

Lvh&f; has wmﬁ. and sald 8 The goal is to make

y those op to the rezoning

has been inaccurate, misleading [nformed decislons that

nml!l mennc;plrﬂed Thi.fgly hesa  are In the best interest of

well-earned reputation for pro-

gressive and eﬂ'ecuvn I if the cnmmunlty

and staff work hard to dchvcr

high quality pubtic services, In lic discusnion, including a public

trut«h though. the hallmark (and hearing, thubon:d approved the
govern-

ment has nlwnyl been community ‘We believe the group of commu.

service performed by ordmary cit-  nity volunteers regularly using its

izens with an com- in deciding such issucs

mitment to making local gmn:rn for the betterment of the entiro

ment worl community must be given consid-

The simple fact is, although city

erablo weight. Moreover, we

(which i
city’s "economic v:ullty and

cerns and opinions of all resi-
dents. Letters and a petition wes
read; telephone calls were made '

and received; and individual du-”""
cussions were held with resi- "%
dents. These were all im, t 7l
elements in making an (nfnmed w

council is responsible for the final  believe the board’s decision pro- decision.
decision, council’s decision actual-  vides further justification for sup- Wilh any controversial docunm
ly is the Inst of severn! dacisions port of the rezoning request. there will be criticism. The claim-7"
mado by various groups of Farm- This rezoning proposal was pre-  that city council did not listen ¢
ington residents serving on the sented to the plnnnmg commis- during its consideration of this
planning commisaion, board ol‘ sion on two occasions, first for matter ia patently false. In fact, ~
zoning appeals and tho h ion of the council connidered facturs in addi
commisaion, all of which were sito plan and rezoning requeat tion to those prosented by the O+,
favorable to the proposed rezone and again for fina! conai derauun opponenta of the request, Pre- "u.'
i of tho site plan and becnuse some d

ing.

In 1897 the planning commis-
sion began the lengthy and in-
depth profect to update and revise
tho city master plan. The master
plan is the city’s fnund nﬂ nnn]
Jand use d 1

tion to city council. At the plan-

ning commission meeting of Jan,
8, during a public hearing, a row-
by row and chair-by-chair eppor-
tnnlty was provided for everyone

research, study, nmew, [y pubhc
hearing and debate preceded ita
adoption. Three properties imme-
diately adjacent to the west-end
of downtown were identified for
future rezoning to central busi-
nesa district. One has been used
s an office for many yeara,
Anotherhasa Mutary of wmmur-
cial use {it's

on

with this decision, they have chn-u J
sen to discredit the procesa and o
those involvi
The Flminmnn City Council ..
and administration have a well .;,
Imnwn history nhupporﬁng S
and

mquut. Ulti ) cmun .t
sion vated 8-1to d thnt invol Major d
city council approve the request, reached after brond cnmmunily

citing an reasona the master plan,
quality of the proposed use of the
property and the character and
reputation of the resident/busi-
ness owner.

Xn tho absence of compelling

a residence). The remaining prnp~

to the contrary, the com-
munity group that worked long

e e e e s

input and support. Unummlty in
not always possible. The goal ia tn‘
make informed decisions that m
in the best interest of the Farm- =+~
ington community. We believe '~l
thia has been nchieved. h
William S. Hartsock is the

mayor of Farmingiton. 4

FINAL 4 DAYS!

Sale ends Sunday

AT Grand or Kozy Heat 911XL
Direct Vent Gas Fireplace Insert

Inciudes Standard Your

1,699

Vent Kit
5

HEAEN-GL
FREE TM Traditional Qak Surround Mantle and
) FREE Marble Hearth & Surround
{ \With the purchase of a Heat-N-Glo Family Fireplay

HEAT-N-dlD

VIENNA GAS STOVE

*300

Almond or Black Enamel!

| *200 OFF

INSTALLATION
L =

Oouarmaies T # ey Vom Fomn
Powerre b7 0 e

30‘* OFF

all rematning

F MSRP

of any Heat-N-Glo or Kozy Heat Gas Direct Fireplace
purchased from Fireplace & Spa and
installed by 2/24 - Pmlesslonal Installation you can count on!

50* OFF

all remaining

2000 models of.... il

* Homecrest

2000 floor models

¢ Mallin
*Telescope



