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John Santomauro said. “Simply
p:‘tldhn murdered that 8-year-old

Moffitt's passenger, Joscph
Respondek, 43, of Detroit, plead-
ed not guilty to felony larceny
ond obstructing police. The two
were riding in a 1988 Chevy
flatbed pickup truck, which had

been reported stolon from Red- -

ford Township in November,

Santomauro said in a Tucsday
press conference Respondek and
Moffitt, along with two other
men, had spent the day using
heroin and cocaine, Upon deplet-
ing their drug supply thoy need-
ed cash to 'buy more drugs and
headed to a vesidential construc-
tion site, and were caught in the
process of stealing roofing shin-
gles, Santomauro said,

Suspects in ono of the vehicles,
Joseph Foreman, 54, of Farm-
ington Hills, and Virgi! Cagle,
47, of Detroit, woro both taken
into custody without incident.
They were arraigned Tuesday on

felony larceny and obstructing
police, and misdemeanor larceny
charges respectively.
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Both men plcuded not guilty,
All four d ts _were

upright in thc driveway of
T 0 said.

remanded to the Wayne County
Jail pending a Feb, 28 prelimi-
nary examination in 36th Dis-
trict Court. Moffitt is being held
without bond, and the other
three are bemg held on a
$10,000 cash bond,

Police enid tho chase on Cher-
ry Hill reached speeds as high as
70 mph in a 40 mph zone. The
flatbed truck ran through at
least seven red lights,

At Cherry Hill and Venoy, the
truck barreled through a red
light and was struck by a 1999
Chevy S-10 pickup truck that
was travoling south on Venoy,

Westland police Officer Tom |

Lesanau said,

Travia was a passenger in that
8-10, which was driven by neigh-
bor and longtime family friend,
25-year-old Michele Burgess.

Theo impact of the collision
spun the Chevy 8-10 into the
westbound lanes of Chorry Hill
where it came to rest, Lessnau
said. The flatbed truck slid side-
ways, rolled over and landed
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Mvﬂ'lttu vehicle then acceler-
ated, the wheels spun and it took
off north acrosa the cast and
west lanes of Cherry Hill, where
it struck the Chevy S-10 again,
Lessnnu said.

Moffitt's truck rammed into
Burgess' vehicle, hitting it
broadside on the passenger side
where Miles was riding, Lessnau
said. Miles was declared dead at
the scene. Burgess was trans-
ported to Annapolis Hospital in
Wayne, where she waa treated
and released the next morning,

Moffitt was admitted to Saint

Joseph Hoapital for his injuries.

Santomauro said the charges
“send a very clear messago that
this person (Moffitt) ia responsi.
ble for, and his actions directly
caused, this death.”

Mlko Duggan, Weyne County
prosecutor, said If the police had
not pursued, and Moffitt had
simply driven away, desperate
for cash, he could have juat a8

Law could

create uniform
chase policy

BY JON1 HUBRED
GTAFY WRITER
Jhubred®oe.homecomm.not

Police officers in the majority
of police departments across the
atate are trained to handle the
kind of high-speed chase that
killed nn 8-year-old Garden City

-boy Saturday, according to

Michigan Association of Chiefs of
Polleo Preaident Bill Dwyer.

However, legialation wnl! be
proposed in the next few days
that would offer all communities
a model policy that Sen. William
Van Regenmorter, R-Hud.
sonville, chairman of the Senate
Judiciary committee, belicves
will better protect both residents
and police officers.

‘ Dwyer, who serves as chief in
Farmington Hills, couldn't say
all departments have policies
about high-speed chases, but he

believes moatldg‘

likely tried to rob a
storo and shot the clerk. (Moflitt
was not armed.)
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said an i

ere aro somo gnn-
eral standards that have been
established,” he said. “Our order
would pmbahly mifror thnt in

investigation supported the offi-
cer's decision to pursue and his
compliuncu with the dopart-
ment's guidelinea.
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Wing in the making and was
buried in a Shanahan jorsey.

A third-grader at Memorial
Elementary School, Travis was
“a kind, considerate and very
loving little boy who would do
anything for his beat buddy,”
Robby Spellman, said Principal
Mary Horner,

Students in Travis' third.
grade class heard about the
tragedy from their parents, who

had been contacted by Horner or’

their teacher, Linda Wasil,

devastated.”

The family said the oommunl-:
ty'’s response to what has hap-~
pened is more than they ever
expected. They can't believe how,
thelr family and friends and:
even strangers have pulled:
together to help,

A flower zhnp donated thm
flowers for the funeral. Kinko's;
donated its printing services and
Dr. James Armstrong of Garden:
City Hospital cnllcd the family
Monday to tell them he wnnld‘
poy for the fun;rsl

a
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an,

'I’he dlatrlct alno hnd six psy-

he Mon-

day to mzct wlth the staff before

school and work with the chil-

dren. Horner anticipated that

they would bo at-the school alt
week.

*Our main concern is dealing
with the children, making sure
they feel safe, Even the staff
comes sccond today,” said
Horaer, “Travis has been here
since kindergarten. He's one of
our Memorial kids.”

Students have made cards for
the family and a bus was avail-
able to take those classmates
who wanted to attend the ser-
vice at the funeral home,

“We're thinking of what else
we can do; to comfort them,”
Horner said. “The family is just

i .

appendectomy on Travis two!
weeks ago and was moved by the:
family’a plan for financial aasiss
tance in wake of the accident.

“I can't thank him enoug
said Miles. “It shows how a co)
munity can come together. I
too bad it had to be because
something like this happened.” ..

Travis is survived by his pars:
ents, Donald and Cheryl Miles:
and Roxanne and Michael Dowd;
brothers, Shawn Layton,
Michael Dowd Jr. and Draw.
Colvin; sister, Mariana Dowd;:
and grandparents W. Michael,
Miles, Ronald and, Gail Trues-:
dell, Rolland and Irene Car.
raway and Michael a.nd Marjorié:
Dowd.
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independent as possible in a safe and secure envi-
Tonment. Center residents retain privacy and
comfort in individual apartments while their
_psychological and social needs are met through
a variety of programs and group activities. Easily accessible community living,”
dmmg and social areas complement comfortable accommodations with private
baths and generous space for treasured personal furnishings. The
center features a chapel, clinical offices and a full range of health
care services including geriatric assessment programs. As an older
adult, you've lived a life that has been one characterized by dignity,
independence and choice. It should continue to be. When you choose
Botsford Commons: Assisted Living Center. you insure that the next
chapter of your m‘e is ﬁlled wlth the same richness of choice and |
independence to which you are accustomed and that you deserve,

For more lnformatlo_m ;all _248-42616,90_3.'

Youve leed Alife |
Independence
And Choice.

At Botsford Commons’ As51sted Living Center
You Don’t Have To Change AThing.

building in Farmington Hills, offers a caring environment for those who need
support to maintain daily living routines. Residents receive assistance only with
the services needed and requested, encouraging each individual to remain as
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HEALTH CARE CONTINUUM -
28050 Grand River Avenue. Farmlngwn Hills, M1 48336-5933

_‘,&nn’o,unclng the;open‘_mg of . . _
Botsford Commons Assisted
Living Center. This Innovative
facility, located in an historic

and newly renovated Albert Kahn-designed




