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ny that eventually became
of the Detroit United R-nllrp:nrt:
Company, purchased a right of
woy and laid tracks along what
has become Orchard Lake road.
The company was in busineas for
the first third of the Twentieth
Contury. It provided rapid tran-
sit, Many peopla traveled the
DUR right of way, thinking it
was a road.

Feared invasion
The Grand River trail original-
1y weat from Detroit to a trading
post on the Grand River, Over
the years, the road has had
numerous routes along the same
northwest direction. Governor
Cass was afraid of invasion after
the War of 1812, He persuaded
the federal government that a
uu-y mnd was needed to pro-
tect the
A militury road had already
been built leading to what
became Chicago. In 1833, the
fedoral government appropriated
funds far the Grand River mili-
tary road which came through
Farmington Township. This road
was built by asoldiers who
received extra rum rations for
road building. The road didn't
oxactly follow Grand River
Avenue as we know {t today, but
went in approximately the same
direction. The Grand River mili-
tary road was designed to move
troops in time of war.
Fortunately, settlers and stage
caaches, not the military, used
that road to trave! to the interior
of Michigan. Farmington had
inns to feed and shelter some of

the sottlera and travelers. The
earliest inns were in private
homes.

By 1848, when the state capi-
tol was moved from Dotroit to
Lanaing, the need for bettor
roads was met by privatization
of the roads, After Michigan
became a atate in 1837, federal
funding for the ronds had
stopped. The Plank Road Act of
1848 onabled companies to build
roads and charge for their use.

It cost two centa a mile for a
horse drawn vehicle, one cent for
a horse and rider or a sleigh,
Cattle or sheep using the road
were charged by & group of 20.
Cattle cost more than sheep.
Two cents a mile for 20 cattle
and a half cent a mile for 20
sheep, The animals walked in
flocks tended by drovers,

The road was 16 1/2 feet wide.
The lower layer was logs. Planks
were installed over the logs. The

Detroit bound traffic hnd the

right of way. When the two met,
the outbound traffic had to get
off the road, sometimes into the
mud.

The Detroit to Howell Plank
Rond Company had toll booths
every 10 miles. There was a toll
gate ot the current Grand River
and Inkster and another just
paat the village and the famous
gate six (number XI} was in

ovi,

Tho little village of Farming-
ton would experience growth as
o transportation center,

Ruth Moehlman is a local his-
torian and author of Heritage
Homes of Farmington.

ULLER-SLANKSTER
Mr. and Mra. Frank Uller of
Farmington Hills announce the

(M7€:

The bride-to-be graduated
from Mercy High School in 1894
and from the University of
Michigan Ann Arbor in 1898
with a bachelor of science degree
{? .nuuing.fshu works at the

ity of Michigan Hospital

in Ann Arbor in the Womena'
Birthing Center as an RN,

Her fiance is a 1994 graduate
of Detroit Catholic Central High
School and a 1998 graduate of
Kalamazoo College with a bache-
lor's degree in business and eco-
nomica. He works as a pension
consultant at The Allied Compa-
nies.

A Mny wedding is planned at

of their d
Michele Marie, to Andrew Hale
Slenkster, son of Mr, and Mrs.
Donald Slankster of Novi.

JUD-SPRINGER

Ron and Ellen Jud of Farming-
ton Hills announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Andren
Lynne, to Mark Lewis Springer
I1, son of Mark and Paula
Springer of Farmington Hills.

The bride-to-bo is a 1896 grad-
uate of Harrison High Schoo).
8he carned a bachelor of arts
degree 'in architecture in 1989
from Miami Univeraity in
Oxford, Ohio and is employed as
an architect with the firm of
Arcadis Giffels in Southfield.

Her fiance is also a 1996 Har-
rison High graduate. He earned
a bachelor of orts degree (summa
cum laude) with a major in Eng-
lish from Miami of Ohio in 1889
and currently works for The

Our Ludy of Sorrows Church in

with a to

fnllow at Meadowbrook Country

Club. The couple will make their
new home in Livonia,

Gale Group, a publishing compa-
ny in Farmington Hills, os a
technical training lpeunlut.

A summer wedding is planned
at St. Alexander’s Church.

Hills native finds commitment to Israel

BY DAN WesT
S7ATY Warma

Doron Spielman will never for-
got his experience eight years
ago at the Golan Heights, o
region near the Isracli border

with Syrm
“Lll‘o is just so rlch thero.
it'a always h

viduala who remember the fear
thoy felt when the Syrian mili-

in
the balance,” Splolmnn said. “1
remember seeing the face of indi-

Teen depression video now
available at schools, libraries

As part of its miesion of
addressing the needs of youth
and __-families, the

, Farmington/Farmington Hills
Commission on Children, Youth
uud Famlllel hnl produced an

ments, schools, places of worship
and local hospitals.

In Farmington Hills thero has
been 17 teen auicides or
attempts in the past three years.
’l"hn video uses medical profes-

on ade-
1eseen0. depression and teen sui-

The eoxmmuhm is mag'in.e

15" to
asked questions from teens and
parents about the causes, symp-
tom- nnd treatment of adolea.

the public in a number of wnyu.
1t will bo broadcast on cabls tele-
vision, ba available in both city
halls, the library, police depart-

for xemnz help are listed.

For information, call program
coordinators Alice Taroyan or
Todd Lipa at 473-1841.

Nominations sought for youth
recognition program March 15

The Farmington Hills/Farm-
n Commission on Children,
Youth and Familiea annual pro-

Center.
This year the swards will
focus on individuals involved in

gram to

present the George and Lamms
Romney Voluntear of the Year
Award will be Thuraday, March
15 at 6 p. m‘

‘The volunteer recognition cere-
mony will be part of the fifth
year colebration of the After-
School program and will be held
at the William Costick Activitiea

Chvidren, Youth
“and Familiss

g becple wa the
contribute to the

the

Farmington Hills/Farmington
Commission on Children,
Youth and Families

nation's rmﬂpnclouﬁm«nc
$0Meone who desarvos mo&nlllm for his o¢ rm

ivities that support the young
people of the community. Nomi-
nations are currently being
sought.

Questiona may bo addressed to
Joan McGlincy, volunteer com-
mittee, Commission on Children,
Youth and Families at 477-4688
or e-mail: Mcglincy@aol.com

0, Vofmlmlnyoum rotsted
um 0, If you

rotated volunteer
it dfm- atthe
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ked in 1887, yet they
ntﬂl want to live thero.”

In 1992, Spielman had just
.gradunted from North Farming-
ton High School and spent most
of the summer in Isracl on o voy-
age that gives many teennge
Jows n deeper cultural and spiri-
tual appreciation of Judaiam,

“That trip changes people but
it had a deeper impact on me,”
Spielman said. “I could sense .
people wurklng toward a com-
mon goal.”

The Fnrm!ngtnn Hills native
(has devoted hig life to Iaraelina
effort to strengthen the spiritual "
home of Jews acroas the world,

“As [ watch my children grow,
1 want to watch Iarael grow into
a peaceful, prosperous nation,”
he said.

He was born Darren Spilman,
youngest of three sons of Murray
and Geraldine Spilman. As an

adult, he became Doron Spiel- |

man, the Hebrew equivalent of
his given name,

He carned a bachelor's degree
from the University of Michigan
in internationnl relations of the
Middle East, Following college

he partici-
pated in
the Jewish
Federation
of Metro-
politan
Detroit-
spongored
fellowahip
called Pro-
ject
Otzma.
The pro-
ject sent
Spielman to Inrnel for 10 months
for socinl, economic, political and
spiritual studies and experi-

pell

ences. He got a crosh course in

e Hebrew langiiage

He lived in n kibbutz and used
his education and training later
to help high-tech companies in
towns in northern Galilce.

He came home in 18987 for
about a year, but returned to
Israel for religious and philoso-
phy studies. Spiclman sought
Israeli citizenahip.

He recently visited his parcents .

in West Bloomfield but returned
to Israel in January.

We need to do whatever we
can to keep this land we've lost

‘and make it a strong state.”
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NATURALIS T

s I travel around the

city, 1 aometimes see

children and adults
walking on some of ice cov-
ered ponds. I have taught ice
fishing classes in the paat and
always emphasized common
sense when it comes to ice safe-
ty. Remember that no matter
what anyone says, no ice is safe
ice. That is quite evident on a
yearly basis when someone has
to be rescued by the Coast
Guanrd as they float away
toward Lake Erie. I've always
thought that this was nature's
way of attempting natural
selection, Here are some ice
safety tips 1 wish everyone
would keep in mind.

If you are akating, fishing,
ete, on a frozen body of water,
always try to go with a friend.
It's not a bad idea to toke a
length of rope along just in
case it's needed to toss to some-
one who has fallen in.

My rule of thumb is six inch-
es or more of good ice. I know
that others may think just two
or three inches are OK, but I've
always thought the risk ia
never worth it. I fell through
once in high school and I've
nover forgotten it. It'a a very
scary adventure should you
survive to remember it.

The best ice is the first ice of
the year. Ice tends to break
down a bit as the weeks go by.
On very cold nights an inch of
ice can form about every 24

Use

common
sense on | |
ice safety:

hours. - i

If heavy snow blnnketl a
pond, it will insulate it and
slow down the ice forming

river or

safe than in other arens. A
pond or lake with any shallow’
muck or awampy area may
retain more heat and also have
unsafe ice.

After a day of rain, ice can

quickly becom e unsafe, As rain
lrnvell downhﬂl it will travel
under the ice and cause the ice
to become honeycnmbod thus
wenkening it.

A group of people standing,
skating, or fishing on a given
body of water doesn’t mean
that the ice is safe. Use your
own judgment.

I would never drive a vahldé
out on the ice. Tlm risk in myi
mind is too gre:

My best ndv:ce to nnyona
going out on any frozen body of
water is to go with or ask the
advice of someons who knows.
Any wintertime activity on a
frozen pond or lake surface can
be a fun time but can certainly
lead to injury or death if cau-
tion and care is not exe:

Joe Derck iz the city natural-
ist for Farmington Hills. You
can leave him a measage ot
473-9574.

rocess.
Ice formed overa nprlng,
ly less

FARMINGTON CLUB CIRCUIT

EXCHANGE CLUB

The Farmington Exchange
Club will meet from noon-1:30
p-m. Wednesday, Feb. 21, at the
Brass Point Restaurant in Farme
ington Hills, Photographer
Monte Nagler will be the guest
speaker.
ARTIST CLUS

The Farmington Artist Club
will meet at 7:46 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 7, at the Costick
Activities Center in Fi

. 'armington
Hills. Greg Stephens from the

Scarab Club in Detroit, will
explain his ability to throw
peint, creating large-scale,
abstract splatter paintings, rem-
iniscent of Jackson Pollack. Call
473-1816.

EMBROIDERERS

The Farmington Hills Embroi-
derers Guild will meet at 8:30
a.m, Wednesday, March 7, at
Faith Covenant Church in Farm-
ington Hills. Call 926-0899,

AAUW
The Farmington branch of the

AAUW (American Association of
University Women) will meet for
its annual winter Juncheon at
11:30 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, at
Hong Hua Restwurant on
Orchard Lake Road. Beverly
Papai, head librarian of the

Farmington Library System will
be the apeaker. P
FARM. GENEALOQY

The Farmington Genenlnmul
Society will meet at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Feb. 20, at the downtown
Farmington Library. The pro-
gram will be Where Do I Go
From Here: Getting Back to
Bosics presented by FGS mem-
bers.
CHRISTIAN WOMEN'S CLUB

The Christinn Women's Club
of Farmington Hills holds meet-
ings at Maples Country Club,
31240 Wakefield Dr. in Novi.
Including brunch, the cost is .
$10,50, Dates are March 8, and
April 12 from 8:30-11 a.m. For
reservations, call Brenda at
(248) 661-4205.

Tuxedo World & DAVID'S BRIDAL presents

BRIDAL\/\/O RLD

Tring this »d Inte the show
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A& Niont Stay @
SUPERCLUBS

“W”W@

DAVID'S BRIDAL mtntls

$2.00 OFF COUPON

L PLUS 2

New
GNNING COINTS
Diet! Right for
Every Body!
Designed for your

lifestyle, your tastes,
your schedule. H

oin Now
for 1/2 off!

I-888-3-FLORINE

www.888-3-florine.com

Call today for
Meeting Locations,
Days & Times




