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Forum focuses on “Getting It” about diversity POMCY pon poge 22

By Tid SsTH
STAPY WRITZH

they have an open mind.”
d with students of s0 many

religi and cultural back-

“Raj Singh Bedl isa of
the Sikh religion, The Farming-
ton High School student said
there once was a time when his
friends would take off their tur.
bans and put on baseball caps
before going to the grocery store
or anywhere else, for that mat-

ter,
Things ﬁnully are sturtmg to
d by Raj

area schools,
it was suggested that o class
about dwenuy be initinted.

“If you're comfortable with -

other religions and why they do
what they do, that makes people
feel more accepted,” the student
said,

The Feb. 8 panel at Farming-
ton Tralning Center included a

improve, as

himself, wearing his turban

while sitting on last wezk’s panel

forum “Qetting It: A Conversa.

tion on Diversity with our High
00ls"™

But issues do remain about the
acceptance of others' differcnces,
both at school and in the commu.
nity.

- For example, another student
quauﬂoned why school history
textbooks didn't better represent
the contributions made by
African Americana,

Minority students sald more
minority teachers need to be
standing in the classroom, pro-
viding positive role models and a

n of parents
and teach

openness,” Hayes said following
the program. “They are willing
to share their stories, they are
willing to share their pain, and
that's hard to do for kids this
age.

“But it shows us there is a
bright future among our leaders
of tomarrow.”

Hayes, a Novi residonl, later
said he would like to sec his own
hometown and other communi-
ties adapt some of the initiatives
taking place in the diverse
Farmington-Farmi Hills

from
Formington Public Schooll as
well as Mercy High School.

Mederated by Chnnnal 7 news
anchor Mark Hayes, the panel
was presented by the Farming-
ton/Farmington Hills Multicul-
tural/Multiracial Community
Council,

A wide variety of topica includ-
ed: how minority students adjust
to new schools, cultural conflicts,
access to academic and student
int tions with 1t
groups outside of school.

ancxpnhng were mernbern ol'

area.

Parent Pam Christian, one of
the panel members, said after-
ward that much work still needs
to be done to help studenta from
different cultures better under-
uf.an& eanh other, But progress is

“l’hn dlalogue thnf. 'a happening
in Farmi isn! i

pursuits at high speeds when an
officer has reason to believe the
person being pursued has com-
mitted or has attempted to com-
mit a serious felony.

... we may choose to discipline
the officer.”

Bledsoe believes having a poli-
cy helps police officers, because
thvy lmow thenr actions will be

The to follow

“The
in the nature of police pursuit
tactics that are employed as well
as tho decision to pursue is ‘rea.
sonableness’,” the policy reads.

Investigations are conducted
*no matter if there is any dam-
age, no matter what the incident
is, no matter what the outcome,”
Dwyer said.

Assistant Chief Marty Bledsoe
is on the administrative team
that reviews high-speed chases.
He said thoy mnke their judg-
menta based on in-car video cam-
era tapes, dispatch tapea and
descriptions from the officers
involved.

“If there are minor mattera of

evorywhere,” said Cthlan. who
has children attending elemen-
ddle and high schools in
tha diatrict.

Merq ltudent und panel mem-

the student d
who attend Farmington, Harri-

variety of viewpoints. son, Mercy and North high
PR u:hools Farmington Alternative

About i and Farmington Com-
North Fnrmmgum ngh School mnnuy Schnol The students
student Jamie Binder wer of their
edged that “chemiatry between dwnun point of view,said Super-

the student and teacher” is
ezsentinl. But, having a passion
tp teach outweighs race or reli-

on.

+The lack of diversity among
the teaching ranks doesn't both.
er Raj Singh Bedi, “as long as

intendent Bob Maxfield.

Hayes said he noted good
progress in the areas:of multicul-
tural acceptance llnan he modar-

r said she
was “glad” to pnru:ipnte, but

isn’t aure what the long-term
impact of the forum might be.

» “But [ think it's a good thing™
if for no other reason it is broad-
ening awareness of other cul-
tures, she sald

“Getting It" was taped by the
district's TV-10 and abbreviated
versions soon will be produced, to
allow teachers to lead additional

ated a similar d
months ago.
*What hnpremd me was their

Railroad from page A1 i

needed to carry manumission
papers at all tirmes.
: About those papers, he told
ltudnmu that “A black man or
woman, in the north, even if free
liad to have papers saying they
were free. ... If not, they would
know I was a runaway slave and
they'd refurn me
to tho plantation.”
lIn anocther
clasaroom, n class
qat on the floor
and listened
fntently to the
words of Harriet
Tubman, as por-
?‘lyed by parent

oann Stophens,

< *Often, the
U nderground
Railroad trips
would begin on
Baturday night
because slaves
didn’t work on

‘l thought it was a nice idea to
the kids involved,” Stephens

n(d. “It's uperianﬁal and chil-
dren tend to that

house along the “route.”

Powerful stories

more.*

Alzo part of Bcochvmw stu-
dents’ experience Monday were
atops at various safe houses,

-

inning the day, was n skit,
with two girls telling family sto-
riea about making their way to

lom.

Fifth grader Laura Gaines
portrayed Johanna Reed, the
daughter of a safe

house owner.
“I think it's
important that we

did a re-making of
the Underground
Railroad because
it's important to

our history,”
Laura said. “..
You can't go

through life not
kn.owing about

this.”

Amber Hall, a
fifth grader, per-
formed the role of

Sunday,” aaid STA7Y PHOTO BY i1t Brestin E;‘nnwnyd sliuve
Steph about b d: za ackson
e Al Becechview fourth grade teacher Scott during the open-

would help quietly
launch a group o
slaves along rivers nnd streams
toward Canada and freedom.
at would give us o day and a
half head start.” -
* Answering s student's ques-
tion about why she was known
as the Moses of her people,
Stephens’ Tubman noted that *1
was such a good conductor that
nunu of my slaves got caught.”

- Tubman actually made 20 suc-
cessful trips along the Under-
ground Railroad, leading more
than 300 slaves to freedom.

Staulter leads his class by lantern light to their
next atop on the school’s “underground railroad.”

complete with corn bread to eat
and water to drink. Teachers
filled in some of the blanks
about the mave to abolish slav-
ery.
“Students are hearing storiea
from people who owned the safe
houses,” added Peg Kulas, the
school's learning center teacher.
“Nathan Power’s story from
Farmington is one of the stories
belng tald.”

Apparently, Farmington was

= Bet ations,
Stcphnns. whose daugbter Jaa-
mine attends third grade at
Beechviaw, said she was glad

another parent (Adriane White) .

gecruited her for the program.

?Pujof the ﬁjngl stops along the

Spiritual music played on the
achoal public nddreas system at
the end of each segment, indicat~
ing it was time for students to
make their way to the next safe

Festival /.......:

ing skit. “Kids
these days need to
underatand what happened 200
years ago,” Amber said.
Spearheading the event were
Kulas and medin specinlist Mark
Spreitzer, along with parents
‘White and Mary Beth Miller.
“It'a just amazing,” said
Beechview Principal Norme
Jean Sass, about the program.
“Lots of adults and children have
learned through this process.”
Spreitzer rend Now Let Me Fly
and I Wisk Tonight, powerful
stories asbout the journey that
slaves had to m
“It's hard to not be emotional
when telling these stories,” Spre-
itzer said, “It makes you really
feel the importance of our black
culture.”

therished.”
2 Going a long way toward
uceamplhh!ng that is the return
‘of the event to July instead of
June, when it was held last sum-
'hlEl‘. Also, it will again be known
‘ps the Founders Festival, rather
‘than the one-time-only moniker
‘Farmington Area Family Fest.
This summer’s festival is sched.
'hled July 19-21.

“Changing the name back, and
the date back, that's o step in
1he right direction,” said Licht-
Anan, B consultant with Farm.
lngton Hills-based firm Licht.
‘man & Asscciates. "And now we
.noed to build on that”

- She lnundl to work with tha
’!'uﬁvnl

makes this ity so suc-
cessful,” she said, “is our com-
mitment to families and to chil-
dren.”

Although criticism of the way
Mike and Sandra Watts ran the
featival in 1999 and 2000 led to
a town hall meeting and
groundswell to return the festi-
val to ita roots, Lichtman pre-
ferred to cau:guﬁu it as a learn-
ing experient
*To the (fudvnl) board's cred-
it, they tried thinking outside

icipated festival,

Lilley recently told Stark and
the festival board he had to step
down from the post after only
about four months because of a
business opportunity, unfore-
seen when Lilley'a appointment
waa made in October,

In a prepared statement
released by the Farmington
Area Founders Festival
announcing Lichtman’s appoint-
ment, she vowed to “honor the

i huwry of the Farm-

the box, coloring outside the
lines,” Lichtman said. “That
kind of creative thinking is nec-
essary. I think some valuable

br{ng back '-lgnnture. tr;d;-

things were learned.
Multi-task
Lich 's ability to simult

:mark items" that
‘val-goers associnte with the
‘event, aa well as incorporate
'Iame of the better changes that
‘took place during the two years
.nf the Watta Up, Inc. era.
Lichtman, who soon will leave
-hnr role as executive director of
vlhn Farmington Hillw/Farming-
‘ton Community Foundation,
‘noted the incorporation of more

neously work on - and

ington urea” at this year's festi-
val. “We encourage residents
and businesa leaders alike to
come out and participate in this
extnurdmary diaplay of commu-

nity pride.”
With the community founda-
tion, L{r_htmn:l efforts included
ding the jzation's

- several tasks is o major reason
for her meloction, board Presi-
dent Jim Stark said Tuesday.
“That's crucial to what we're
doing, that's exactly what you
need for thia job,” Stark said
about Lichtman. “There are so
many componenta thlt have to
be dealt - vdth at once.”
will meet

;Tamily-related ities during
sthe recent festivals.
" *One thing that'a part of what

with eommnmn to begin work-
ing together toward the much-

mission to include fundraising
plana for the city of Farmington
H:lls ymlth centers. And the Mul-

we have the supervi-
sor counsel the officer,” he anid.
“If there was something consid-
erable ... a real palicy violation

a ﬂeelng suspect isn't an easy
ons any more, he said.

“Chases gren’t what they used
to be. Officers will break off a
chase more often than not, and
we don't do unusual things to
slow it down, like we used to
when we were young officers,”
Bledsoe said.

More heavily traveled roads
end increasing questions of lia-
bility, he believes the public’'s
perception of high- speed chases
has changed the way police han-
dle them.

“It’s just the evolution of poli-
tics and attitudes,” Bledsoe said.

That evolution could take

h o

turn, with legisl
d by Van R ter
He first pramoled the idea uf
standard policy seven years sgo,

Valentine's Visit

story about her life.

homes visit their classroom
and Bill Perkins listen to student Mary Gardner’s

BTAYY PHOTO BY BiLL BRialkR
Share the love: Second graders at Hillside Ele-
mentary School had seniors from local nursing

Wednesday. Gerry

after incidents like the one Sat-
urday, which ended tragically in

‘estland.

“In doing eome research, we
found there were divorgent
approaches to pursuits,” he said.
While some communities had
standards, he added, others did
not, *which kind of gives felons
permission to flee.”

His bill would create a com-
mission of experts who would
develop a model policy address-
ing issues such as how, when
and where pursuits should be
conducted, The commission may
be an existing board that
reviews law enforcement stan-
dards or an appointed grou,

“The single standard for these

policies should be what's in the
beut interest of the public's safo-
ty,” he said.

He believes establishing a
model policy will help ensure
chases aren't conducted except
when necessary that they're
carried out appropriately.

Action taken on
Oakland property .

As expected, the Farmington :
City Council on Feb, 5 formally :
ndupted an amendment to the .
zoning map, completing the .
rezoning of 33432 Oakland:
Street from residential to Cen- :
tral Business District use.

The second reading and ndop- H
tion enables Baker Street-
Draperies owner Shelley Ray-
mond to move her studio design .
business from Villoge Commons ;
into the two-story brick home in ;
a historic neighborhood on Oak:
land at Grand River.

Council members unanimous
ly approved the amendment
Members of the public attended
the meeting, but did not apeuk
on the issue,

The counci! voted 4-1 to ullnw
the rezoning at ita Jan. 16 meet- |
ing, despite opposition from
number of residents from th
neighborhood.

The nmendment to the zoning
map was introduced at the same
meeting.

According to the council, a kcy
factor in their decision was that
the city’s Master Plan for future
land use permits the Qakland
property to be rezoned CBD.

Rates as low as

8.26%

ty Council,
Stark said Lich

by %,

We know how frustrating it can be to pay high Interest credit card bills, car
payments and student loans every month. Not to mention all thase checks you
have to write. With a Bank One Home Equity Loan™ you can make one lower
monthly payment and the interest may be tax-deductible” If you give us a call
you'll get an answer before you hang up, or you can just log on or stop by. Once you
tear yourself away from this ad, that is.

BANK = ONE

1-800-800-LOAN
www.bankone.com/800BooLOAN
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Introducing great rates on
home equity loans. We could
help you figure out ways to
use it, but first you'll have -
to stop staring at the rate.
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festival hotline, which remains O Corporston ©o0

(248) 470-FEST.




