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Evaluate both secular, faith Wanted: Help filling big shoes

groups by service delivered

Way back in 1982, my wlfe. Kathy, and a num-
bcr of other parishioners at 8t. Andrew’s church
in r started a feeding program for street
u'gh hu‘lanlzu peaple.

e idea was to give people in need a
breakfast to start out the ol

It was a good idea then; iu a good idea now.

ho program is still going strong, feeding more
than 100 people
every day,

The food, usually
donated by local
groceries and
restaurants and
sometimes (after
all the paperwork
geta filled out)
from federal sur-

pluses, is cheap.
Labor is all volun-
teer, The space
used is the parish
hall, so it’s rent-
free. If you denom-
inate it in terms of
the outcomes it's
intended to pro-
~the is ingly cost-

Phil Power

{de — breakf:

effective.
:Surely, the program at St. Andrew's and others

like it ars what President George W. Bush has in

mind when he talks about providing public funds
fdr the good works that faith-based organizations
cgn provide, The Bush Administration has sct up
an Office of Faith-Based Action, designed to rench
ont to *faith-based groups that have a proven
record of aaving and changing lives.”

Called “charitable choice” by policy wonks, the
interplay between government and faith-based
organizations has been around since the 1596
Welfare Reform Act. Last October, President Clin.
ton vigned a law allowing federal payment to reli-
gious groupa that offer mental health services for

youth,

To be sure, charitable choice is not without its
problems.

& Separation of church and state. For example,
Brent Walker, executive director of the Baptist
Joint Committes, calls charitable choice “the
wrong way to do righk‘i.. We think it will result in
N ¢ Jation an . 1

between church and state.”

At a minfmum, it's certain the volunteers at St.
Andrew’s spend far too much time filling out fed-
eral forms to qualify for surplus food; at a maxi-
mum, it's no business of the federal government to
tell the folks at St. Andrew’s who to feed brenkfast
to.

School hers, for can be

+looked on as skimming dollars from public
schools.

M ‘The incapacity of the poor. Although they
don't often admit it, at heart many critics believe +
poor peopla don't delerva (or tannot hnmlle)

programs and thou oﬂ'ered by faith-based organi-
zations,

Lurking behind each of thess objections, howev-
er, is o kind of “efther-or” mentality that frames
the issue in exclusive terms: Either people will be
forced into government-funded programs or they
will have no choice other than those sponsored by
religious groupa. But as long as funding for both
t.ypeu of programs — mnlnr or religious — is Lased

ty and cost-effective-
m:n in ylelding desired outcomes, why cannot we
allow the users of services to be responsible for
their own choicea?

Joseph A. Connor, founder and CEO of a Michi-
gan non-profit organization called the Collabora-
tory for Community Support, pointas out that
“communitiea making progress toward solving
these vexing social problems are those that realize
that the dive nuty nml mulﬂcu] turalism of our

and
many programs delivered by a vmaty of different
groups united by ahared aapirations,”

Connor is worried President Bush's initiative
could sot ofl'a secular-religious contest of vendors,
each contesting with the other for programmatic
scraps. Ho hopes the Office of Faith-Based Action
w:l] wnrl: to bnng lcgmmncy to on-going and

not in to
but in collaboration with secular strategies, Tha
Colinboratory, for example, is working in Battle
Creek to reduce teen pregnancy by enlisting the
support of both Planned Parenthood and Caamlic
Social Services,

The key point here is not to frame an ncthty to
_bo funded by publle dullnn a8 “a progmm replola

regulnt:;nn and the turf that inevitably accompa-
nies

Instead, both public and faith-based organiza-
tiona should be evaluated and funded on the basis
of demonstrated success in delivering concrate,
measurnble outcomes to people who need and
want them.

"If the Bush Administration can manage that, it
will have taken a big step forward in mobilizing
the compassion and efficiency of both the public
and the private sectors.

Phit Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that

3 owns thiz newspaper. He welcomes your com-
M Competition for dwindling dollara, Critica menta, either by volce mail at (734) 853-2047,
rnubllc funding for “religious” social p Ext, 1880, or by e-mail at ppowerd
risks va{ﬁnz acarce funds from “secular” social homecomm.net.
— I —
3 a rotireea committee and o cers Compensaation Commiuion.
et DU
I nefits at shou ) ey shoul

mrklog‘fal:ni'lrza&:ml:{:u enough for‘e them. It would also reh’;ccs onythc SOCC. Wouldn't
{ncome check from the state. show them how to live on less that be a representative, respon-
‘These are the same people that and put in a full day’s wnrk if1 sible and nccounuablu way to get
set my pay scale for me. were on the wage a wago

How about the rotirces getting In my npmlun. I'd say a 2 per- These points must be & consid.

a '35 percent raise in our pay
check — after all — most of us

cent raise would be enough.
After all, they also have their

eration. Then this would not be a
{;:b of "how much does it pay?”

fotireea gave more than 25 years  expense ‘atlowance for rainy ut how much has my service
ofpubhcg:grviu and the years days, and they only work part of  done to earn my pay for what
were not a gravy train diet, the year. I've done.

Maybe a cost of living raise for I might even consider an George Strelczuk
the politicians after a battle with  appointment to the State Offi- Farmington

10 Biggest Mistakes With
IRA7401(k) / 403(b)

Do you fee! like this when you think about how to pull
money out of your 401(k), 403(b), or IRA? Whalever you
do, do NOT make one of the 10 biggest mistakes when
you withdmw your moncy. It could result in extreme
regret. Come to a free seminar on "IRA/401(kYV403(b)
Mistakes™, Maybe we can save you some unnecessary
gricf. Do you know:

~What a "stretch” IRA is?

~That you zwcessymnl!u\moncy

prior to age 5947

~That having too much moncy in IRA’s
could mean an unnecessary tax bill in the future?
—What an Irrevocable Life Insurance Trust is?
If you have ever thought about these questions or are
unsure of yourself, attend this seminar. It will cover the
ins and outs of IRA's, 401(k)'s, and 403(b)'s. We will
discuss different distribution techniques as well as

educate you on how 1o stretch your dollars out the
farthest. Please call 1-800-466-2473 to reserve your seat.

PLYMOUTH LIVONIA
Mon., Feh 19 Wed., Feb 21
8-9:30pm nso-1
525 Farmer SU 32777 Five Mile Rd.
NEW HUDSON CANTON
Tues,, Feb. 20 Thun, Feh 22
I 27008 . Milford Rd. 46000 Summit Parkway

Protect Your Estate
From Taxes & Probate

Are you confused about your options for planning your
estate? How to avoid probate? How to minimize the
federal estale tax? Come to a free seminar about the
benefits of living trusts and propes estate planning. Topics
covered in the seminar include:

- Living Trusts

- Wills

- Power of Attomey

- How to avoid probate

- Minimize or liminate federal estate tax

32777 Five Mile R,
FARMINGTON HILLS
Thurs., Feh. 22

Presented by Strategic Legal Services, P.C. & Strategic Financial.
Call 800-466-2473 Now to reserve your seat.
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Refreshments Served of al} Seminars,
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‘You never really know where life’s going to take
you,

Three years ago, I was wielding power as man-
aging editor of a weekly newspaper with a circula-
tion of 26,000, in a rapidly growing Minneapolis
suburb, Even though I loved my time there, being
a managing editor
has certain draw-
backs.

1 came out here
for o fresh atart, to
become a reporter
again and get
back to why I got
into this business:
writing. For
almost two years,
that's what I've
done, grateful
every doy that I
get paid for doing
what I love,

My first assign-
ment was covering
local government
in Oxford, township and village, in north Oakland
County. To call the beat “interesting” would do an
injustice to the word. [ witnessed hmary in the

Jonl Hubrod

e

comed the arrival of triplets and a man who spent

a year of his life on a cruise ship. I witnessed the

-wunngmoﬂwmuﬁuuundnlmd-whnh
ing of the word “A

Mm of all, I have fallen in love with Farmington

and Farmington Hills, with the slopes of Heritage
Park and ths fountain in front of Hills City Hall,
with downtown Farmington and the lights of (hn
Civic Theatre, with the respect for histo:
visions of the future that quite often
cil chambers at both city .

Nowhere more than in thess communities do res-
idents care sbout the world around them. They
turn out in droves at meetings and fill our pages
with their opinions, their ideas and collective wis-
dom.

Nowhere more than in these communities do
officiala care about doing the best possible job for
everyone concerned. Witneas the 4-1/2-hour public =
hearing in the Hilla over the shopping center at 14
Mile and Northwestern or the Baker Street House *
brouhaha in Fum:mzlan

It's exciting to work in places like these, where
all amportumdohtryloheepupmlhlhn

pace of and expecta-
tions, For the past year, — and long before I arrived
= the staff in this office has been dodicated to the
mI‘sxion of Observer & Eccentric newspapers: "to

in mnn-

meking as a unique par } the tw
governments, eaublinhed to provide pohee and ﬁm

embattled police chief and nccusations u( miuused
funds.

After six months of endleas meetings mired in
vituperative rhetoric, I was ready for a change. I
wanted action, [ wanted a challenge, I wanted
Bright Lighta, Big Clty

But I certainly didn't expect this,

One of the ﬁrst storiea [ covered in Farmington
was the preliminary examination of a man who
had stabbed his aister to death on Christmas Day.
Within two months, I was writing nbout a career
pedophile, a West A!‘m:nn girl kept a virtual slave
nnd a man in possession of the makings of a mas-

Made me wonder just what I'd gotten myself
into,

As time went on, I began to more clearly see the
answer to that queation. I talked with Harrison
High students who turned the tragedy of a friend's
death into a campaign to improve safety in front of
their school. I watched os a community struggled
to save its annunl festival.

I mot n woman my own ege who bliasfully wel-

the lives of our readers, nurture the
hometowns we serve and contributa to the busi-
ness success of our customers.”

How could I possibly turn down the opportunity
to captain a winning team?

1 didn't come out hege to be an editor. I came to
rediscover my passion for community journalism,
and thanks to the help ol'good friends aad col-
leaguea, these and this

ave.

So I'm taking one of those rare second chances
tife affords us now and then, but I'm going to need
help.

Wﬂ.hnut question, my predeceasor, Joanne Mal-
iszewski, left big ahoes to fill, I'm counting on our
readers to continue making sure my feet are grow- .
ing fast enough to keep pace with Farmington and

My door is nlw;ya open, and Il keep the coffee
pot on. But if you want real results, bring cookies.

Joni Hubred has taken a deep breath and
plunged in her role as editor of the Farming-
ton Observer. She welcomes comments, news
tips and encouragement at 477.5450 or via e-
mall at jhubred@oe.homecomm.net

Tim Smith’s complete coverage of Farmington -
schools appears every week in the Qbserver.
Call him with story tips at 248-477-5450.

Corner of Orchard Lake Rd.
and Ten Mile In Farmington

Call Ahead for Special Orders

476-0974
Fax: 248 476-1890

BEEF BONELESS
ENGLISH ROAST

BONELESS, SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST

RED & GREEN
SEEDLESS GRAPES

 TROPICANA
ORANGE JUICE

KEM
YOGURT OR
ICE CREAM

$2, )

$299
_b__

7-UP

12 pak
cans

PEPSI COLA

2/%6°%2 o i

Sale Starts
211601
thru 2-18-01



