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Author pieces together
literary collage of
‘Extraordinary People

Orlean’s modus operandl
involves ‘hanging out’ with a subjoct for weeks or

The Bulltighter Checks Her
Makeup: My Encounters With
Extraordinary People

By Susan .Qrlean (Random
House, $24.95)

Once upon a time — in the
closing days of the 20th century,
to be exact —
there lived in
the Bronx, New
York, a king
who drove a taxi
for a living. His
name . was
Kwabenan
Oppong and, as
one sign of his
royal status, o
throne sat in his
living room.
Sometimes,
when this leader of the African
Aslmnu living in America grew

by hia many
bilities, his 4-year-old son would
climb up into the royal chair, set-
tle down with o box of Cheerios
and watch television.

Lively profiles

Oppang is only one of Orlean's
“Extraordinary People” in this
callection of lively profiles, most
of which originally appeared in
The New Yorker, where she i3 a
stafl writer,

Though the University of
Michigan alum says she can't
remember a time when she did-
n't want to be a writer, she
stresses she was never intercst-
ed in running down hard nowa
storics, Neither did sln: have
“pol to air or soci 1
theories to spin out.”

Instend, she wanted to focus
on people and places, although
not on “famous people simply
becruse thay were famous (or)
charming littlo things that were

VICTORIA
DIAZ

solf-cnnsciuusly charming and.

little.

’[‘ho matader of the titlo piece
is Cristina Sanchez, the first
woman to have taken her debut

I Usually, part of Susan

even months. Sometimes, this means a kind of

fly-on-the-wall approach; at other times, it can
mean intense, one-on-one sessions with the sub-

Ject.

bowa as a full matador in Spain.

* Here, in a dozen pages or s0,
we not only meet the former
beautician-and typist who atill
lives with her parents in o dusty
littlo town south of Madrid, but
we get a behind-the-scenes look
at the world of bullfighting.
Sometimes, we find it gory and
gritty; sometimes, we find it sur-
prisingly mundane.

Here are the torere’s pink
stockings, lying in a heap of
home laundry, alongside her
white undershirt. Here is an
assistant scrubbing blood from
the fabulously expensive “suit of
lights" ~- with some soap and a
toothbrush,

Here is the now-wonlthy
Cristina, tooling around town in
her car of choice, a red Ford
Probe. Here sho is one afternoon,
sufflering a stomach ache and not
feeling much at all like slaugh-
tering the bull she will have to
face at the doy’s corrida.

In theso profiles, we also meet
Silly Billy, who, acting the
clown, adds merriment to dozens
of birthday parties each yeor in
New York and environs; Robert
Stuart, whoe “ran away from
home when he was a teenager,
used to be macrobiotic ... thinks
Hugh Grant is good-looking but
not amazing locking, is a Niet-
zschean, has been faithful to his
wife gince thoy met ... and

1993 to Nashville, whero he ruba
elbows with local yokels; and Idi.
tarod champ Susan Butcher, not
surprisingly a loner of the first
rank. X

Notable

Other notable piecea in this lit-.
erary collago: “The American
Man, Age Ten,” a profile of 10-
year-old Colin Duffy of Glen
Ridge, N. J., who favors super.
heroes, baggy T-shirts, Wyoming
ranches, pizza, and his Universi-
ty of Michigan bascball cap;
“Show Dog,” which iJlustrates
that Orlean can nat only capture
peupla on papor, but fancy
canines as well; and 'F!gures tn
a Mall," o loak at ice skater
Tonya Harding through the eycs
of her folksy, hometown ne{gh.

Ununlly. part of Orlean's
modus operandi involves “hang.
ing out” with a subject for wecks
or even months, Somotimes, this
means a kind of ﬂy-un-thv-wnll
approach; ot other times, it can
mean intense, one-on-one see-
sions with the subject,

‘What has resulted here are nng
sketchy profiles, but pieces that
are more like sharply focused
word-photographs, offering
depth and true colors, punctuat:
ed by light, shadow and endless-
Iy fascinating, revealing detail.

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia resi-

plaiined t6 become o social works ~dent who’ wiites about bookd;

er but, ended up as a hairdress-
ery” clnthmg designer, Bill Blass,
nccompnnymg a trunk show in

movics and theater for tkc
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers,

Discover your family hzstory

Stamp eollecting is taking a
licking as genealogy is fast
becoming one of the most popu-
lar hobbies in the United States.
More than 14 million users have
gone online to resenrch family
genealogy within the paat 30
days, according to plan, Inc, o
Web site tracking service.

In traditional bookstores, and
on the Internet, family history
enthusiasts and professional
genenlogists alike are secking
resources to uncover those miss-
ing links in heritage, says Andre
Brummer, general manager of
Ancestry.com, an online source
for tracing family history.

Time-tested methods

+ “Time-tested methods of fami-
ly history research are invalu-
nble: Ancestry.com wants to help
each person uncover more family
history, more accurately and ina
shorter amount of time than has
ever been possible before,” says
Brummer,

Brummer recommends theae
current book releases from the
Ancestry catalog:

W Ellis Island: Tracing Your
Family History Through Ameri-
ca's Gateway, by Loretto Dennia
Szucs, Almost hall of all Ameri-
cans have at least one ancestor
who ontered the United States
through Ellia Island. Learn how
you can find out if your relatives
wero among the millions who
were processed at this historic
landmark,

W The Graveyard Shift: New
York City Cemeteries, by Carolee
Inskeep, Trying.to find some
peace in tho *City that Never
Sleeps” has always been difficult
— even for dead Now Yorkers.
Development, health concerns,
and lation have

“These titles help round out an
already-strong collection of
genecalogy how-to, record source,
and historical hnckground publi-
cations,” adds Brummer.

Bridging worlds
Bridging both the virtual and

moved the dead from one grave-
yard to the next. The names and
locations of each new burial
ground are provided.

W U.S. Military Records: A
Guide to Federal & State
Sources, Colonial America to the
Present, by James C, Neagles.

The hook details how genenlo-
gists look to military records to
enhance their research, includ-
ing cnlistment records, muster
rolls, pension applications and
other records, and where these
documents can be found.

M Hidden Sources: Family His-
tory in Unlikely Places, by Laura
Szues Pleiffer. Tips aro given on
such often-ovérlooked sources ‘as
bankruptey records, special cen-
suses, employment information,
and coroner’s records. Search
methods on how to access these
records are provided.

W A Preservation Guide: Sav-
ing the Past and the Present for
the Future, by Barbara Sagraves.
Expert advice is offered on how
to properly safegunrd your keep-
sakes, including vulnerable doc-
uments, fading photographs,
worn books, and more modern
media such as videotapes and
computer diska.

BOOK HAPPENINGS

real worlds through its vast
array of offerings, Ancestry.com
offers many choices, The Ances-
try catalog sets the pace for pub-
lished family history information
with high-gquality books that
help novice and export
researchors learn where and how
to look for lost ancestors. Its
growing collection of titles fea-
tures federal (U,S.), state, coun-
ty, military, country and ethnic
record sources and research
methods discussed in detnil by
leading genealogical authors, |

Along with its library of family
history book titles, Ancestry pub-
lishes'a bi-momhly magazine
and a quarterly journal to
enrich, educate, and cxcite ita
readers about family history.
Free email newslottors are also
available from Ancestry.com,
highlighting the latest scarch
techniques.

To view tho index of books
available through Ancestry.com,
Klenno visit

ttp://ahop.ancestry.com or eall
800-ANCESTRY (262-3787) to
inquiro about resource books to
match your family history
munrch necds. -

WRITER'S GROUP

WaldenBooks Writers Group
meets 7-9 p.m, on the third
Thursdny of avery month at the
store, 30200 Plymouth Road,
Livonia. All writers are welcome,
Tho group includes accomplished
writers, beginning writers, and
thoss who have always dreamed
of being a writer. Call (734) 261-
7811 ond ask for Wanda nf‘ you
have any quuncns. I

TREASURE TWINS

The Detroit lnsmutc of Arts’
Associates of the American Wing
welconies the *troasurc twins,”

Leigh and vLenlia Keno, stars of -

3

public TV’s popular Antique’s
Roadshow, 7:30 p.m, Wednes-
day, Feb, 21, for a special lecture
and signing ‘of their book Hidden
Treasures: Scarching for Master-
picces of American Furniture,
‘The Kenos.:will trace numerous
finds throughout their carcers as
antique dealers and share tips
and anccdotes from their experi-
encea with Detrolt antique
enthusiasts. Tickets are $10, call
(313) 833-4005, The DIA is at
5200 Woodward Ave. in the Uni-
vorsity Cultural Center. The
Keno brothers will also appesr
at the DIA Muszum Shop Somer-

- )]

set Store in Troy for a book sign-
ing, 2 p.m. Thursday, Fcb. 22.
BORDERS

M Farmington Hills store,
30985 Orchard Lake Road, (248)
737-0110 — Writer's Mix: Drop-
In Workshop, 7 p.m, Tuesday,
Feb. 20, Informal workahop led
by Iris Undorwood. Sharo your
writing samples, or current pro-
Ject. Metropolitan Singlo Profes-
‘sionals Book Group mects 7:30
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 21 to dis-
cus Chocolat by Joanne Harris.
Bill Mansfield presenta a finan-
cial planning seminar, 8 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 25.



