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LTRAVEL"

BY SANDIE PARROTT
SPECIAL WRITER

‘ro you thinking of getting

away from the cold for-a

while and’sailing. the scas,
but choices of destinations and
ships have got you confused?

‘Then perhaps you need to sort

h h all of this inf i
and to plan the cruise trip of
your dreams,

‘The key word here is “plan.” If
you don’t do your work up front,
no matter how much you pay for
the trip, you may still bo disap-
poirted. .

Budget

Nobody wants to talk about it,
but money comes first. The first
decision has to be how much are
you willing to spend in fotal for
this trip. “In total” is italicized
as o reminder that the total cost
of the vacation must be consid-
erod. The brochure may state
cruises from $489 per person,
but what does that mean?

That means the rate for the
lowest deck level and smallest
inside cabin,

Will you stay in the smallest
room with no window? Does it
include airfare or port taxes?
There are cruises for almost
every budget. Spending more
daes not guarantee a better trip.

A typical $499 trip for two that
includes airfare eould cost you
$1,600 to $2,000, The extra
costs include tips to the staff,
shore excursions, beverages,

Do your homewori{ t

Pros sharé tips at AAA seminar

Thinking of going on a cruize? Thinking: “What's the right
cruise line for me?” Or maybe it'a your first time on & cruise ship?
Not to worry, says AAA Travel — armed with a fow travel tips
from the pros, it should be nothing but smooth sailing,

Learn how to find and reservo the best cruise package for your
needs 6:30 p.m, Tuesday, Feb. 20 at the AAA Michigan Farming-
ton Hills branch, 38761 W. 12 Mile Road.

Representatives from Holland Americn and Carnival Cruise
Lines will share their secrets with those considering a cruise: the
cost, the convenience, the cuisine, cruising with kids, popular
itineraries and more. Seating ia limited, call (800) 224-1178 for

reservations, There is no charge for the seminar,

ber of days, type of ship and
eabin size.

Do you like to bask in tho sun,
explore hiatoric cities of Europe,
visit soveral countries at one
time, party all night, observe
animals in their habitat, learn
about exotic places and customs?
There are cruises geared to each
of these nctivitics. It is hard, but
it must be narrowed down,

This is the most important
decision if you want to see some-
thing specific. For example, if
you want to see certain arens of
Alaska, it doesn’t matter what
ship you choose or what cabin
you will stay in — the main
point is seeing the ports of call
and experiencing the tremen-
dous ghore excursions available
to you.

Number of days

A maximum of a seven-day
cruise is recommended for first
time cruisers. Especially if it is o
specific area of the world. The
experiences actually can start to
run together. A cauple we know
visited many of the Grecian
Islands on one trip. They eaid
they were sick of seeing ruins. It
can happen. Don't plan too much

Relaxing getaWay: A cruige ship dwarfs sailbodts in a sunny port. ) !

of one type of activity or locality.

The ship
The large ships (700 or more

ising down the A the
iarge megn-shipa just won't fit.
Some large ships, however, can
navigate the tight passages and

passengers) that stop ot popular  fjords of Alaska.
destinati like the Caribbean, .
aro less oxpensive and have Cabins

more amenities, If you want.a
more personal experiénce, with
fewor passengers and spocinl
guides there are smaller ships,
barges and yachts available, The
smaller and more personalized
tours are usually more expensive

The last big choice is the
cabin. This is e significant part
of the price of your cruise. Do
you need 8 window? Some of the
rooms are very small and secem
even smaller without a window,
It depends on your needs,

i crew quar-
ters and kitchens if you want a
quiet trip.

Deck level

This {s another smaller factor
that can affect price. Generally,
the highor level cabins are more
expensive. Many people feel they
need to be closo to the recreation
arcas. This can actually be a
negative, Higher level cabins can
feel the sea movement moro and
thers can be noise from the pub-

the recommended books.

Shore excursions :

The last piece to considor is
shore excursions. Plan on taking
as many as you can afford. Some
of tho excursions are expensive,
but they are well worth the once-
in-a-lifetime memories. These
can range from city and museum
tours to dogsledding in the
Yukon, walking on a glacier, see-
ing a bald eagle or a blue whale
up close, coasting 33 miles down

gifts and aouvonirs and any  This is another main factor in  and have less of the frills of Iatg- Do you need a balcony? Some  lic areas. Haleakala Mountain on Maui, or

transportation or meals while the prico of your vacation, How  er ships, cruises are too cold for the bal- . swimming with sting rays in

ashore, long are you able to withstand = Very large ships cannot dock  cony to be practieal, Many cruise Brochures and Web sites  Grang Coymen, These experi-
the rigors of travel? This is in some small ports. If using a  broch and on-lne websi Rend t the lines. These ences are worth every dollar.

Destination

What do you want te spend
your time doing? Look at this
carefully, becauge the four
largest factors in the price of

tender to get into port is objec.
tionable to you, make sure you
ask if the ship actually docks.
Also, some areas may be too nar-
row for larger boats to navigate.

important, not only beeause of
the cost, but because a strange
environment with different foods
and away from the kide can
become satressful instead of

are written by marketing
oxperts to sound enticing and
perfect. Nothing is perfect. Do
your homework look at many
brochures and Web sites. Talk to

provide actual square footage for
tho rooma, Look at this carefully,
you will not spend very much
time in your cabin.

One recommendation is to

GRAND TOUR OF FRANCE!
June 26 through July 8, 2001

your trip arc destination, num-  rolaxing, If you have your heart set on  choose a cabin away from stairs, travel agents and rozd some of $2508.00 per pereon
. . round trip from Detrott
GREAT ESCAPES : et lans Accommodations
FARMINGTON YMCA TRAVEL entrance fees, transfera, motor- B A 15.dny Autumn Leaves, Nowport, R.I. and Boston. Trip flyers are available at the Pare ¢ Nice  Kormandy
dJoin the Farmington Family -coach ground transportation, New England Fall Folinge Tour Tourists will also visit Quebee, Farmington Family YMCA, Loire ¥aley o Chateaux Country

YMCA for a 15-day, Your Man boggage hondling, and the ser- leaves Detroit on Scpt. 8, Tour Montreal, Builalo, N.Y., Niagara 28100 Farmington Road, F

arm- Bordsaux » Chartres mors
ingion Hills. Call (248) 563-1934

Tours Howaii guided tour of four  vices of a professional tour includes round-trip air service to Falis, and tour four historical , Call John Aindtater
islands. Leaving July 9, the trip  eacort. The coat is $1,759 per Philadelphia and motorconch Pennsylvania cities before flying or (877) 846-7329 for informa- at {313) 5678412
person based on doublo occupan-  touring and sightsecing to Mil-  home. The cost is $1,319 per per- tion, for color brochure

includes round trip air servico,
d igh ing, cy.

jons -

ford, Conn,, New York City,

TICKETS TO SEE FAME

Register for your opportunity to win a pair of tickets
to see Fame - The Musical at the Detroit Opera House.

son based on double eccupancy.

WIN

The Biggest, Best

BRIDES-TO-BE
SHOWS
$10,000 DREAM

WEDDING GIVEAWAY
Don't Miss The BIGGEST
Events af 2001

Brides To-Be
< Z’a [

SUNDAY,
FEBRUARY 25th - 12:30
Best Western ConCorde Inn,
Clinton Twp.

SUNDAY,
MARCH 4th - 12:30
St. John's Golf & Banguet Crr.,

Plymouth
SUNDAY,
MARCH 18th - 12:30
Northfield Hilton, OPE MARCH 1 3—1 8
Troy " 8 PERFORMANCES ONL

Send in a posicard with your Name, Daytime Phone Number and Address to:
Fome - The Musical ¢/o The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schoolaraft Rood, Livowia, Mi 48150
Entries mena b racaived by blorch 7. Wwart wil be snncorced Marth 0.

WINNERS WILL BE CHOSEN FROM ALL POSTCARD ENTRIES AND WILL RECEIVE A PAIR OF TKXETS FOR OPENING NIGHT.
@bserver & Eecentric
NEWSPAPERS

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DETROIT OPERA HOUSE BOX OFFICE,
. CHARGE BY PHONE 24985456666,
AND THE PALACE ROX OFFICE.

GROUP, KIDS, AND SENIOR IXSCOUNTS AVAILABLE. FOR MORE INFO CALL [1131941-3500
whrw.f, teom

WIN A $10,000%° DREAM WEDDING

* Quintessential 8 Day Jamaican Honeymoon at Couples 7 Airfare by Travel Chadters
» A lloneymoon Suite Romance Package by Hilton Suites at Detroit Metro Arport

« A Flower Qitl Dress by Group U.S.A. “The Neidal Saton™

= Bridal Jewelry by Brides Bridal Saton

 Therapeutic massage for the Bride & Groom by N.E.A.R. Perfect

» Wedding Ceremony by Candle Glow Wedding Cliapel

» Froe Bridal Shows & Purse by Bridal Shoes Unlimited & More
» Froe Arch Rental or Candlebra by Norma's Enchanted Ganden

intyle, Nails & Tanning by Studio 58 Hair & Nail Salon
© Sample Bridal Gawn by Gerri's Unique Bridal

« One Year Membership to Fitness U.S.A.

« A $125.00 Wedding Cake by Cakes by Phyllis

« AFres Silk Bridal Bouquet from Flowern by Rose (860,00 Value)

o Fres Tuxedos for your Wedding Pasty by President Tuxedo

 Complete Make-Overs for the entire Wedding Party & a $40.00 Gift Certificate for the Fride by Mary Kay - Sheri Strang

» A Freo oo Sculpture by Midwest lce 4
® 6 Hour D.J. Packege by Powerz Entertsinment Company ‘

Enter to win FREE!
Fame-The Musical Tickets

Check Today's Classifieds Section
to See How You Can Enter to Win!

™
4 Observer &

Wisner 91l Be Dran At The Northfleld Iliton, Troy 031801
TICKETS: $7.00 WITH ADVANCE RESERVATIONS $8.00 AT THE DOOR
CALL BRIDES-TO-BE,INC. @ (810) 228-2700

Famail: bideadhe nct Website:

Eccentric
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