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Cathy Webb suggested a coordi-
nated effort — for the school
board and both c¢ity councils to
recite the same pomon of the list
.during cable

But, noted Farmington Hills
city councilman Chris McRae,
efforts must be made when giv-
ing recognitiun o nvmtl msulung

“That would help deliver a
cnnsmwnt message,” Webb said.

OtHer ideas included posting &
list of asscts on bulletin boards
in arca businesses, to include
that part of the community in
the overall effort; bringing up
the subject of asset-buildingat
the Feb. 27 State of the Cities
Breakfast; finding ways to honor
students for unpublicized accom-
plishments, anything from an
award to being publicly recog-

ni

. “There are some kids (who
need) to be recognized for the
small things,” said Farmington
city councilwoman JoAnne
McShane, ‘We could send a
strong message.”
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"Kids will look at other kids
and say, “Why is he getting spe-
cinl recognition? I do that every
day,” McRae said, “Kids keep
track. We have to treat theso
kids with some measure of
respect; we don't want to belittlo
them.”

Making it relevant

In looking at the 40 develop-
mental assets and percentages of
surveyed youngstors who feel
that item pertains to them, Cot-
ter cited three arcas where
assets appear to be lacking:
Schools provide a caring, encour-
aging environment (24 percent);
young people porceive adults in
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their community valug youth (20
percent); young pecple are given
useful roles in the community
(24 percent).

“Tho power that we have, as
lenders of our citiea and of our
schoole, is to make a change in
those areas,” said Cotter, nug-

“I dont think we should work
from this (list) as a reflection of
our community,” Hartsock said.
“One of the first steps is to sce
how our community rates
againat the national norm and

on that,”

Schools Supermtendent Bob
Muaxfield sdmitted that “We're
sort of preaching to the choir
here. ... But the polnt nf n all is

{of the nssets) as being relwan!.
v.o them or a police group zeroing

in on three or four, That's when:
the dialogue becomes really pro--
ductive nnd becomes part of the.

that it is You

then develop a plan, and focus

hope a church group grabs five

gesting adults can do
as eimple as acknowledge a

youngster,”
Seventy percent of the young
peoplo survoycd hy the Scarch
imistic about

lollowing is & partial list of the 40 Developmental

Assets, identified by the Minnesotn-based
Institute as “building blocks of healthy development
that hnlp‘yn_ung people grow up healthy, caring and

their fulum, noted Farmington®

Mayor Pro-tem James Mitchell,
“although there may be other
negatives in their lives.”

The challenge for community
leaders, Mitchell said, is to work
together so those findings aro
applicable to Fnrmmgtg.n and
Farmington Hills.

Farmington Mnyor Bill Hart-
sock asked Cotter whether the
Search Institute could compare
how local teens match up with
those who participated in the
national survey. A follow.up sur-
vey would help determine just
how meaningful the research
really is, Hortsock said.
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External assets
® Support: Family nupport, positive family cont-
caring d; earing school cli-

mato.

W Empowerment: Community values young peo-
ple and gives them important roles; young people
feel safe at home, achool and in the

Intemn! assets
1 i d to do well

i to
at school. actively engaged in Ianmln‘ and does at
least one hour of homework every da;
M Positive values: Places high vnlue on helping

others; acta on convictions and stands up for
beliefs;
believes it is important to not be sexually nctive, or

to uso nlcohel or uLhor drugs.
& Social Haos

and !'nendlhlp skills; u comfortable whh people of

all cultural L can resist peer

W Boundaries and expectationa: Schools provide

ndults model positive, responsible bohavior; neigh-
bors moniter young peoplo's behavior,

ties, and ot least one hour per week in activities at”
religious institutions; more time is spent at homo,
limiting nighta out wit.h friends “with nothing spe-
cial to do” to two or fower nights per weok.

clear rules nnd consequences; parents and other -

B Constructive use of timo: Spend threo hours or
more cach week in various sports, cluba and activi- >

and dang ions; sccks to resolve
conflict in o non-violent way.
B Positive idontity: Has high self-eatcem; opti-

mistic about the future. s

Six keys to asset building

W Everyone can build assets; young people need
asscts; relationships are koy; assot building is an
ongoing process; r:ominent messages are impor-
tant; ! isimp
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