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Locl author mbmés

mystery, romance in :

first published book

Murder on Rye
By Shirley A. Prather
{(Writers Club Press, $11.95)

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STA¥Y WRITER
hgallagher@oe.homecomm.net

What is it about Scotland Yard
detectives?

Maybe it's their suave, quiet
efficiency. Maybe it's their repu-
tation for solving crimes cere-
brally rather than with a gun.
Whatever it is, mystery writers
from England’s P.D. Jamea to
America's Elizabeth Georgo have
celebrated that special, oh-so
English approach to police work.

Now Farmington Hills’ writer
Shirley A. Prathor adds her
forthright and decent Chief
}nspcctnr Ian Marsden to the
ist,

Prather, 68, has always want-
ed to be a writer but wasn’t ablo
to reach her dream until she
rotired.

“It uwrted when my duuthr

d'to E

her suburban Detroit home. She
rents an upper flat from the
quiet, good-hearted chief inapac.
tor, who takes a somewhat more
than fatherly interost in his

young tennnt
, Lindsay is attract-

umd “T went to visit o oouplo of
times and I was impressed by
her clegant lifestyle. I thought
this would be a great setting to
wrap a mystery around.”

“Murder on Ryo” is the third
book Prather has written but the
first to bo published.

Inspiration

Prather's daughter, Laura,
was the inspiration for the hero-
ine of her novel, a young Ameri-
can lawyer, Lindsay Roberts,
wnr!ung for an auto parts com-
pany in England.

Prather’s novel is n fast-paced
combination of romance with
English mystery. For young
Lindsay, the assignment in Eng-
land is her first time away from

ed to i soulful Irish musician
with some ghady ncquaintances,
but an eclectic talont for both
music and cooking (how could
any women resist a culinary
Irishman).

Though the novel has some
awkward dialogue and exposi-
tion, Prather tells her story eco;
nomically and creates a believe
able and somewhat unusual sub-
urban setting. The main action
is set in three distinct areas —
cosmapolitan London, the sub-
urb where Marsden and Lindsay
live and the enuaull town of Rye.

Prather gives her charactara
enough quirks and special quali-
ties to make them full charac.
ters, Mareden (named in tribute

to actor Roy Marsden, who plays
P.D. James' celebrated !nspecwr
Dalgleish on BBC-TV) is

divorced, lives with a’clever cat

and laves solid English food
downed by o Guinness. Lindsay
isn free-apmted young woman
who is sexuelly attracted to the
musician but emotionnlly drawn
to the protective and 'somewhat
inhibited inspactor. Both men
are n bit older than she is.

Successful moments

The novel’s most successful
moments are Prather’s descrip-
tions of nvnryduy English life -
taking a train into the city, eat-
ing in a pub, antiquing on a Sat-
urday afternoen, mkxng a week~
end trip to a coaatside “caravan”
(trailer). A little more about
Lindsny's work environment
would have added to the picture
she crentes, .

The myatery isn't terribly com-.
plicated and relies heavily on
coincidence, but Prather adds
the element of jenlousy that
effectively draws into question
her detective's motives.

Prather has done her legwork.

“I resnarched overything and
had peaple to talk to. I have a
friend in Yorkshire. His nephow
is with the Metropolitan Police
in London," sho said. A lot of
the routing I got off of mapa.”

Prather is retired from the
contract department of John
Hancock Insurnnce Cop, In addi-
tion to writing she does freclance
work for publishers.

Next up for the rookie writer xu,

- another Marsden mystery sot in

Scotland.

“Murder on Rye” is available at
Myntery, Murder and Mayhem,
Drake and Grand River, Farm-
ington and all on-line bookstores,
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Super Summers for Kids:

SUNDAY, MARCH 4, 2001
11:00 A.M. - 3:30 PM.
Birmingham Public Schools
Corporate Training & Conference Center
31301 Evergreen Road in Beverly Hills
Free Admission - Families Invited

Meet representatives of local and national - .

for kids, 3 - 18

 Day Camps *» Overnight Camps * Spedialty Camps
* Year Round Cultural Programs
* Teen Adventures and Towrs
+ Academic Enrichment » Summer Employment

K?u choose the right summer experience
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