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being the gunnmwr and to help-
ing get the money.”

Support was obtained from tbe
Michigan Council for the Arta
and Cultural Affaira, the Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts, the
State of Michigan Arts, Cultural
and Quality of Life Grant Pro-
gram, Philip and Kathleen
Power, tho Power Foundation
and the Pfizer Corp.

“This is a president getting it,”
said Fischer of Bollinger, “Here
is o president sceing a apecinl
rols for the umvcmty in culture
and in the community.”

general public is no doubt a treat

for Ml:h!gnn students and resi-
denta,

It'u also a lesson in arts pro-
gramming; a model for how to
build an audience.

‘When it came time to organize
the reaidency programs, “we cast
as wide a net as we could,” and

invited members of arts and aca- '
demic communities from across’

the state. We said-‘come on

down, this ia not an exclusive

club,” said Fischer,
The was a 52

’ Mason from page Bl

8ince Wayne State Universi-
ty’s theater department is doing
o residency project, for example,
it's likely many of the school’s
students and teachers will
attend the Ann Arbor perfor:
mances.

Community approach

The university-based, but com-
munity-wide approach, snlso
reflects the changing nature-of
arts programming, eaid Fischer,

“If you think nbaut pexformlng
orts today, we're

Building an audience
That the Roynl Shnknapnnra

of representatives fmm various
regions and groups in Michigan,
a :hvem line-up of outreach and

nnd numer-

bcyond thc cumpua and
outreach programming for the

prog!

ous h h which to
mnuh potential ticket buyers.

.

not just putting on shows,” he
snid. Like universities, where
the mission is to teach, research
end serve, "we're involved in
education, creation and presen.
tation. You see, our roles are
i ined with tho university’s

roles.”

. Award and

of view, something to say. Most
everyjnlm I'm telling has a pur-
pose.”

Don’t worry, Mason knows
people are paying good money
for jokes, and he promises not to
disappoint, “People come to seo a
comedion,” he anys. *I like
manipulative humpr.”

Much Ado About Everything!
is hia sixth one-man Broodway
show. His firet, The World
According to Me, played to_sell-
out, etanding-room-only crowda
for two years. In 1889, Mason
carned a special Tony Award for
Outstanding Theatrical Achieve-
ment, his first Outer Critics Cir-
cle Award, Ace Award,  Emmy

when the check comea, they

never have money. Equal oppor-'

tunity is when the check comes,
it's nothing more than a selfish
tradition. The man is the boss,
but women are making the same
money.”

Hypocrisy, phoniness, just
nonsense, these are tho things
that fuzel his humor. He studics,
he reads, ‘and comments on the
ridiculoud,

Restourants are a favorite
topic. He's even written nbout
them — “Jackie Mason and Raoul
Felder's Survival Guide to New
York and Los Angeles Restau-
rants,” was published by Dove
Books in 1988, Guidebooks are

1 d for Chicago, Washing-

The man banned by Ed Sulli-
van was back, a success. “Every-
thing I've saild sbout my talent
was proven true,” he said. “They
call me the Jewish Mark Twain.

. Peoplo appreciate mo.”

Listen for the lesson
If you listen close, you'll find a
lesson, a purpose to his humor.
It's like the joke s on you —~
stupid - but it's OK. Dxd you
learn somethin,
Take coffeo for®instance. “Peo-.
plc pay $3 for coffeo latte at
bucks,” he says. “How stupid
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. w pays fortune for coffee.”

Sexual rovolution, what ravo-
lution? he demands to know. *
*Womeh fight for equality. but

ton and Florida, places he says
he visits, a lot.

“I'm a single guy. I eat in
restauranta all the time. Since
Pm 8o busy offering my opinion,
1 figured I'd write about them.”

Want to lmpreu Jackie
Mason? Don’t take him to a
fancy restaurant. Ho prefers
unprulenhouu places where peo-
ple aron't standing around wait.
ing on you.

“Usually the more you pay the
more food you get,
explaining that’s not the case in
ex| ive restauranta,

“It's no accident that thero are
no lights in clegunt restauranta.
There's no food either. If they

_provoking, conversational,

" he says,

rob you, thoy call it clegant.” .
“Who ore you going to pick on. -

now that Bill Clinton’s out o

office?” 1 nak. Ho chuckles,

Politics :
“I talk about what's fresh as
todgy’s news. I about what-
ever is on their minds. What's
in the
headlines, what'a occupying peo-

ple. It could be about anything, *
“Like why can’t Bush talk
English? He got o job and he

‘doesn’t know how he got it. He '

can't belleve he's got it. ‘How did

1 get hore? he wanta to know, *
Thhhthalutplaeelu‘pecwd'
tobe "

Compnring Bush to Cllntnn,
Mason believes that “Bush is o’
legitimate person. His hot line is':
to Russia, not the next girl.”

What's Much Ado About
Everything! about?

Well, everything from the |
Internet to the nutomotive com- ;
panies, leaving no political stone
unturn i

He'll talk about our society,
the differences between Jews
and Gentiles, the elite, and not.
so-olite.

Of caurse he'll do some impres-'
sions and n shtick or two from, | M
his past.

Expect the unexpected, an
don't forget to duck when mnulza
fly.

Fans line up to see Ghoulff

By SBAEON DARGAY
STAFF WRITER

They came bearing foam rub-
ber frogs, jars of Cheoso Whiz
and fright wigs.

Thoy took snapshots, ran video
tape and collected autographs on
everything from baseballs to T-
shirts, .

And Lhny stretched a two-hour
book-signing session with former
Detroit TV horror show host,
Tho Ghoul, to more than five
hours on Snturdny at Thomas
Video in Clawson.

But for 200.300 fans, all
pumped with “Ghoul power,"
who had come from as far away

aa Flint and Lansing to see their -

hero, the long wait was far from
tedious. ’

Surreal, maybe. Definitely
entertaining and nostalgic. But*
never boring.

Watching the Ghoul sign books
was a little like vlewlng his TV
show, which ran in Detroit from
the early 1970a to mid-1980s.

Bring him back
He stil] producea the show in
Cleveland, where he also hosts

late-night radio program. But -

fans, who circulated a petition at
the autograph session, want him
back on the.air in Michigan.

As a bigger-than-life pink
flamingo and *
worked the crowd, The Ghoul
autographed, posed for photos
(“Say Cheese Whiz!") blew toys
apart with firecrackers, goofed
on brondeast program directors
and tickled fans with such signa-’
ture phrases as “OVA-DEY!” and
“Pluck your magic twaonger,
Froggy."

He also urged his audience to
pull out their cell phones, dial a
local TV station and "tell them
you want Ghoul power, ova-dey.”

“We're gonna be back (in

Detroit),” ho assured fans. *I can ..

show better garbage than Jerry

ggy” the frog .

Springer. Sally Jesso Raphael? I
thumb my nose at her big glass-
es.

“There's no sick, psychotic pro-
gram director going to keep us
down.”

Fans like Wally Polatkn of
Roseville hope he'a right.

Polatka, en route to his job in
Southfield, brought his children,
Lindsay, 4 and Katie, 7, nlong

. for the ride on Saturday, detour-

ing into Thomas Video on the
way.

Wally videotaped as girla,
clutching stuffed frog toys, met
‘The Ghoul, all decked out in his
uluu] fnghe wig, goofy glasscs

lab coat. .
‘ "Look at these little girla, Your
dod must be super cool to turn
you on to Ghoul Power,” ho said,
signing books and a bascball.

Polatks grew up watching The
Ghoul and now makes the show
n family event,

“We go to Cedar Pointe on
wockends during the summer.
We catch The Ghoul on TV

- there. We take a VCR and tape

him,” Polatka explained. “We
keep track of him, but we hope
ho surfaces in Detroit.

*These are all the people who
grew up on The Ghoul and who
want that stuff for their kids.
Thoy want their kids to have
some fun,” Polatka ndded, “We
don’t find him tasteless at all.”

Kirk Paulson, a Royal Oak res-
ident who works in Livonia,
shared the fun with his father,
dialing hia dad on a cell phone aa
he reached the front of the auto-
graph line,

“Say hi to my father,” he said,
handing the phone to The Ghoul.

“Hey dad, how are you?” The
Ghoul boomed into the phone.
*The Ghoul...you remember The
Ghoul don't you? I'm the guy
that mangled your medula and I
have onae messago for you: Stay
sick, turn blue, climb walls and
most importantly, do it while

Music students and instructors have used these Baldwin grands, verticals
and Yamaha digital pianos for only one year, Now these wamantied pianos
arc being sold at SUBSTANTIAL MARKDOWNS!

For best selection, additional savings snd 6-menths same-as-cash, call
1-800-974-2669 for a preview appolntment, New and used pianos from Schimmel,
Wlitzer, Sweinway and mymwmdph available a1 significant markdowns,

Open to the public from Iomdp.monsa‘ldaymd[mmmnmip.ums_uday!

you can't but don't get caught.”
*Thanks 8o much, man. It}{
means n lot to my dud"’ Paulaon—
said. !
The encountor sparked Paul-=f
son's happy childhood memories:
“of “cheesy cartoons” and “twist-
ed” humor,

Fun to watch

*“It was fun watching 'l‘he_.
Ghoul when I was a kid. I want'f
to sec him back on in Detroit.” 7

The Ghoul interspersed homr‘]
films, homemade movies and o’ |
ocensional cartoon with uutmcuh
skits, explosive antics and come-,}
dy bits,

Andy Coryell. of Plymouth. &
recalla tendlng The Ghoul Ll
home moyie and several mndet-
kits (to blow up).

“We looked forward to hi
every Saturday. It was good,
mindleas fun,” Coryell sald.

George Young of Southfiell
appeared in skits on a few of Th:
Ghoul'a shows, which were.
brondcast from Detroit in tho‘
Inte 1970s. H

*He'was spontancous, He
treated the show as though it -
wero live,” Young said. “You had :
to roll with the punches. You '
didn't know what to expect next.
But it didn't all happen by acel- :
dent. This was what you :nlled
talent.”

Robert St. Mary, a film pro-
ducer and event organizor, wag «

two years old when The Ghout.
went off the air in Detroit, He!
became a fan after meeting
Ghoul last fall.

*We want everyone to sign th
petition end show support that -
they want The Ghoul back,” St:*
Mary said. “I think if you can
show enough people want it, nnd
that he's doing well in Cle
land, he can get back on the air,"!

Learn mors about the petition
drive at www.ghoul., com or;
www,ghoulfan.com g
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