DaVinci’s emphasizes s1mp1e fresh Italian cuisine

BY KEEI.Y WYGONIK
nlh'oe.hnmocomml

aVinci's Market — the

name sounds Italian, but

unti! recently this cozy lit-
tlo jewe! tucked inside the Hilton
Novi was just another hotel
restaurant trying to pleaso every-
one.

“The look is definitcly Italian,”
said Hector Gonzalez, hote! food
and beverage director. “We folt
we needed to be committed to one
venue. We'rg really focused on an
Italian theme.”

Gonzalez and exccutive chef
Beat Richei of Farmington start-
ed the process of creating new
menu items and training staff in
October.

“It's an Italian restaurant, but
thore’s something for everyone'’s
taste. Peoplo come here from out
of town and want whitefish,

which Michigan is known for. The .

public still likes steaks and pota-
toes,” sald Richei, who has incor-
porated his heart-henithy pasta
‘entrecs, along with southern
style Italian foods, into the new
menu. The omphnaia i3 on freah-
ness and lightness. “Everything
is cooked to order, nothing is pre-
made,” ho added.

- Richm received his culinary

hip from a i

DaVincl's Market
Where: Inside the Hitton Novi, 21111 Haggerty, (one block north of
Elght Mite), (248) 349-4000.
Open: 6:30 a.m. to 11 a.m, dally for breakfast, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
lunch; 540 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday, dinner. Brunch 11:30 a.m. 1o
2:30 p.m. Sunday.
Monu: Emphasls on Itallan culsine. Lunch menu offers soups, sal
ads, itallan speclalties and sandwiches. Some vegetarlan items.
Cost: Maderate, entrees $9.95-$21.95; lunch $8.25-$14.50; Sun-
day brunch $19.95 adults, $10.95 for children age 5-10; no charge
for children under 5.
Reservations: Recommended for partles of six or more, and for Sun-
day brunch.
Credit cards: All majovs accepted
Highlights:

M Jazz duo performs during Smday brunch

W Pasta Luncheon Bar - 11:30 a.m, to 2 p.m. Menday-Friday,
Cost $8.95 per parson,

Also Inslde the hotel:

The Sports Edition Lounge - Offers a varloty of appetizers, soups
and salads, sandwiches and plzza. It's open 3 pum. to 12:30 a.m.
Sunday-Thursdsy and untit 1 a.m. Friday-Saturday.

On Friday a DJ spins Top 40 records and takes requests 9 p.m. to
1 a.m. Relax to the Jazzy sounds of Charles & Gwen Scales 8 p.m.

Taste of
Italy:
Executive -
Chef Beat
Richei
(eft) and
-Heetor
Gonzalez,
and

beverage
director,
present
sonie of
the items

to 1 a.m, Saturday. Admission $7 per person on Saturday.

Next, the salad - Insnlata Cap-
rese. It conaists simply of plum
tomatoes, romaine lettuco and
fresh mozzarcllu cheese dipped in
pesto and Aervcd wn.h a b mic

Westin Hotel as executive chof in
1977, Richei also scrved as exccu-
tive chef at Detroit's Henry Ford
Hospital Heart and Vascular
Institute before joining the Hilton
Novi in May 1997,

While Rxcho! ia busy in ‘the
kitchen preparing a sampling of
dishes for me to try, Gonzalez
that Sunday brunch is

etable, warm garlic bread, soft
drinks or coffee, all for $8.95 per
person. If you and a friend both
declde to order the pasta bar for
lunch, tho cost is $15, plus tax
and gratuity.

Our, server soon brings out two
appetizera, crab cakes, which are
offored at Tunch, and Fritti di
Mozzarella ~ fried fresh moz.

garnished wnth purple cabbege
leaves,

Looking over the pasta selec-
tions on the menu, Gonzalez rec-
ommends Tagliatelle con Salsa
Maro o Monti ~ chickon and

hotel in Zurich and traveled
through Europe, including Italy
and the Far East, studying with
cooks of all backgrounds, He
came to the United States in
1982 and began working for
‘Westin Hotels and Resorts.He
opened the Renaissance Center’s

zarella cheese with a balsamic
tomato relish - offercd at dinner.
The crab cakes are delicate, light-
iy grilled and served with a Dijon
mustard sauce. Tho mozzarclla is
fried in a light tempura batter
and served with a tomato relish
that tastes like summer.

very popular, but that they'ro
working to build the luncheon
and dinner business.

A pasta luncheon bar was
introduced on Feb. 26. It includes
o full salnd bar, freshly prepared
soup, three pasta choices with
three accompanying sauces, veg-

shrimp sautéed with fresh herbs
in a light tomato broth, served
ovar tagliatolle pasata - and
Tortellini con Pomodori Secchi,
Prosciutto ¢ Funghi - cheoso
tortellini tossed with sun dried
tomatoes, prosciutto and porto-

bello mushrooms.
. Salmone al Forno con Cozza ¢
Spinaci - broiled salmon with

mussels over a bed of sautéed.

spinach - is my favorite dish, It'’s
a feast for the eyes and palate.
‘The ‘salmon, garnished with juli-
enne vegotables, is served on top
of the spinach, which is sautéed
with a little garlic and a light
sauce. A few mussels placed
around the plate add another
delicious component to this dish,

‘The dinner menu also includes
a broiled filet mignon, New York
strip steak, veal, chicken and
lamb dishes

Gonzuluz deescribes DaVinci's
wine list as well-priced and iden-

r

LiTY SPRINTS

Make fabulous birthday,
anniversary or special occaslon
gifts. Enjoy a romantic
getaway or an educational & anter-
taining break from the sveryday.
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tifiable, “Wo're in the process of
onhancing it," he said. “We'll be
offering more winea by the glass.
We're finding that people only
want a couple of glasses of wine
with dinner. We'll also be offering
half bottles of wine.”

‘The atmosphere at DaVinci's is
relaxing and cozy. White table-
clotha and black napkins create a
crisp look. At night the candles
are lit and the overhead lights
dimmed to create a more inti-
mate dining experience.

A highlight is Sunday brunch,
which features waffles, an omelet
atation and other breakfast
items, two carved items such ns
ham and prime rib, a pork and
chicken dish, (ull salad bar, fresh
fruit tray, dessert table and a
sundae bar,

“A lot of people come every
Sunday,” said Richei. “It's a good
spread with a lot of variety and a
nice atmosphere.”
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Our Equity Line has

a bujl':-ll1111l advantage: .
A $50 Home Depot’
gift card.

Play any amounl of coins or credits on your
favorite slot or video poker machine and you
could be the naxt random winner of up to $5,000!
© .. .. - 20 winners daily.
And it’s happening every day this month.
. .. No entry tickets! No drawings! =

* One of the lowest home equity rates in town —
Prime minus 1/2%" on lines of $100,000
and more

« Interest-only payments

* A $50 Home Depot gift card when you open
with_a $10,000 draw .

» And much more!
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Sign up today at your Standard Federal -
Banking Center or by calling us toll-free at:

1-877/732-8240

Helping You Along The Way™

Standard Fedaral Bank
Member of the ABN AMRO Group

www.standardtederaidank com
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