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Parents stlll have questlons, concerns about all-day kindergarten options

BY Tlll BMITH
lcmi l.hOoc.he mecomm.not

' A lot remains up in the air
about the pilot all-day kinder-
garten program elated to begin
in 2001-02 at William Grace Ele-
mentary School. But Principal
Mark Morawski Friday said he
is encouraged by the number of
children to be signed up during
kindergarton registration wgak,

As of Friday afterncon,
Morawski said 21 youngsters
wera signed up for all-day

. kindergarten; parents of just two
children were “undecided” about
enrolling all-day or half-days,

. Questions raised during

Wednesd

i, ht" fi i
meeting utlll need to be
answered, however. Those
include how many all-doy sec-
tions would be set up and
whether half-day kindergartners
would attond at William Grace
or perhaps Alameda Early
Childhood Center,

Morawski did say enough have
signed up to ensure one section.

“The numbers are fantastic,”
he said, about early registration.
“We usually get 10 during the
wholo week and now we're up to
21, ... They will trickle in for the
rest of this year and a good num-
ber will register in August.”

Firm docisions about place-
ment of kindergartnors probably

won't be made until after a
meeting in late March betwesn
elementary school principals and
Larry Lobert, executive director

Morawski.said. “We want to
make a dednian as timely as we
can.”

Meanwhile, Morawski said
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One of the other parents with
concerns about the pilot program
is Micholle Kconer, who wants
her preschool-age daughter
attending traditionzl half-day
kindergarten — at her home
school — when she ia eligible to
go to Willinm Graco in the 2002-
03 achool year.

“I think it's 2 wonderful thing
for a lot of kids,” Keener said.
“But they're not giving ue a
choice. It's a numbers game.”

The best solution, Keener
added, would be “to have both”
kindergarten programs at
William Grace,
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ladies and petites

407 off

Selected famous maker batier
swealers, Reg. 40.00-48.00,
sale 24.00-28.80. wLDCs pOATIWEAR.

507% off

Large salection of related
separates from iy and John Paul
Richards. Reg. 20.00-78.00.

sale 16.80-46,80, mirocy srorTswiR
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sale 19.99

Relativity two-butten polo sweater.

sale 11.99

Selected Parisian Works t-shirts.
for petites. Reg. 20.00. wrems.

accessories

0,
40% off
Patisian Works cuble zirconla
earrings and pandant. Reg. 15.00,
sale 9.00. waccrssones

40% off

Large salection of teathar
handbags from Rolf's. Reg. 100.00,
$al# 60.00. m accrssomes.
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“extra 60%off

selected red-lined merchandise already reducec

total savings of 75-80%

‘when you use your 207% off coupon
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two days only

40-507 off

shoes

take an
extra
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50% Off plus

additional 10% off -
Entlre stock of siarling siiver,
Rag. 20.00-300.00. sala 10,00~
150,00, now £.00-135.00.

407 off

Large seleciion of women's casual
shoss from Easy Splrit, Ctarks,
Zanite. Avrosales and Keds.

Reg. 40.00-80.00. sale 24.00-48.00.
™ WOHOE S0LS.

50% off

Large salaction of spring and
summar sandals from Unlsa,
Reg. 68.00, sale um.umnneu)r.

40% off

Large selection of children's shoes
from Parislan Kids, Keds, Esprit
and more. Reg. 30.00-40.00.

$ale 18.00-38.00. woaorDrs suors.

40% off

Salectad men's dress and casual

ahoes from Basa. Timbarland and
Bostonlan. Reg.
sale 47.40-60.00. m s pors.

juniors

men

407 off

- 407 off

Hathaway dress shirts.
Reg. 37.50-45.00, sale 23.70-27.00.
99140 SELTTION W Vae? Y FTORS.

“50% off

-Preswick & Moors sotid twilt
short-sleeve sportshiris. Reg,
3400, sale 17.00. seraxs.

sale 29.99

Famous makar microfiber slacks.

Reg. £5.00, sumors

40% off

79.00+100.00,
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sale 16.99

Large sstection of solid and print
capri pants, Reg. 28.00, w aneons.

Selected Bill Blass men's suils ina
variely of styles and fabrics,

Rag. 475.00, sate 285.00, muprs.
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Famous maker twill cargo shorts,
Reg. 34.00, sale 20.40, sescs

20%ff

any single
clearance item
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Woven tops fn girls’

gifts
407 off

Greal assortmant of garden gihs
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507% off
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oy

lake an
extra

march ¢

PARI

boys” sizes 2:20. Reg. 18.00-24.00.
sate 10.60-14.40, wouoners.

sale 19.99

Denim and twill botioma In boys®
#lzes 4-20. Reg. 34.00-35.00,
oD,

s,
sale £.00-54,00.

Entlre stock of vingouarters” 3
frames. Reg. 20.00-30.00, N
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She is not thrilled with send-
ing her child to Alameda, either.
“I made a choice to atay home
with my children and I foel I
have aa much right to have my
child at the homo school.”

Morawaki said no pressure is
being placed on parents about
all-day ldndergarmn “We're con-
vineed this is a benefit, but the
parent knows their kid best. We
would never pressure anyone
into going a full day.”

Keener sces it differently.

“[ know we're not going to
win,” she said. “But my silence
would be like saying I agree, and
1don't. ... I just don't understand
why they’re so inflexible.”

RoaSt from Al

mark the return of both long-age
festival traditions to downtown
locations, Although the Elks
Club hosted the popular ox roast
and tent in recent years, Hart-
sock said the laat timo both were
stationed downtown was 1978,

“I think it's going to be very
successful,” Hartsock said, *I
waa at the information bantb
last year, ... and as long as we've
not had the ox roast, people havo
said ‘Where is it?" And, at last
year’s town hall mesting (about
the festival), people snid they
wanted it back. It gives tdenuty
to tha featival.”

Lichtman, following the menb—
ing, called the council’s approval
of the permit “a good milestone™
toward helping the Founders
Festival reclaim past glory as n

. community staple.

The 2000 festival, under thu
leadership of promoter Mike
,Watte, took place in June and
was known as the Farmington
Area Family Fest. Both of thoso
changes from tradition wers not
.well-recoived by remdenu nnd
merchants.

Carleigh Flaharty, pm!ldent qf
the Farmington/Farmington
Hills Chamber of Commerce,
said “It’'s probably the most pop-
ular call we get every year
(sbout the festival). *Are we
going to have an ox roast?™

Even though aleohol will be
served in the hospitality tent,
officials assured that the area
will be closely monitored to mini-
mize chances of patrons getting

runk. .

“I talked to (restaurant owner)
Dennis Page,” said Hartsock
during the meoting. “It will bo
staged behind his runtuurunt,
with a lot of help from the
Jaycees. Hopefully, it will be
viewed ae a hoapitality tent nnd
not o beer tent.

"'l‘hnt s important, hecnuso
we're trying to keep this a fumily
event.”

City Manager Frank Luuhnﬂ‘
added that one possibility to
keep festival-goers from dnnkmg
excessively is by charging more
money for alcoholic beverages.
"Fhu is not going to be inexpen-
give.”

Special outdeor liquor cnntrol
licenso permits will be set up

through Lichtman, who recently

took over as festival administra.
tor from Watts® successor, Bruce
Lilley.

The permit requested that the
munieipal parking lot also be
used on Wednesday, July 18 for
the Miss Farmington Pagesnt
event,

In addition, council approved
Lichtman’s request to:

& Closc Shiawnssec between
Power and Farmington roads
between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. for
the July 19 “Kide Day in the
Park®;

@ Authorize the public anfety
department to apply for a grant

_Jequired to close Grand River

from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. July 21 for
the festival parade;

: @ Adopt a resolution holding
.the state transportation depart-
ment harmless for liability con-
nected with closing Grand River
for the parade.

* Beechview alum

essay contest begins

The Becchview Elementary
School PTA again is offering a
$500 college acholarship to a for~
mer Beechviow student.

view alumni can pick up
nppliuﬁann at their hlgh school
s oflico at F:
or North Farmi
high schools.

1t is tho fifth year of the pro-
gram, said PTA spokeswoman
Kathy McFarland. Applicants
are nsked to write sbout a par-
ticular topic, with those easays
then roviewed by a committee.

McFarland said the scholar-
ship recipient will be invited to
an end-of-the.year assembly,
when the scholarship award will
be presented.




