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Redford
gets win
over CC

BY PAUL BEAUDRY
STAY? WRITYR
pheandry@oe.homecomm.net

For 32 minutes, Catholic Cen-
tral showed it :uuld play with
top-ranked Detroit Redford.

But for 13 minutes of the sec-
ond half, the Shamrocks couldn't
shoot with Redford's Dion Har-
ris. And that stretch proved to be
the difference as the Huskies
knocked host CC out of the Class
A ployoffs with a 84-63 district
semifinal win on Thursday.

“We felt good going into the
half (up 30-28)," CC coach Rick
Coratti said. “We felt good com-
ing out of halftime. We had good
shots; we just didn't hit them.”

Azf.unlly, there were more rea-
sons than cold shooting and a
hot Harris, who wound up lead-
ing all scorers with 28 points.
The Huskies (19-1) held CC's
leading scorer, Ryan Celeskey, to
just eight points and the Sham-
rocka' bench to just a point, It
didn't hurt Redford that it was
21-for-36 from the line and 9-of-
12 through the first three quar-
ters, before CC had to foul to

cateh up,

And it didn't help CC (17-4)
that it was 4-for-10 from the line
and missed the front end of three
one-and-ones,

“In the first half they ran us
ragged,” said Huskies' conch
Derrick McDowell. “They started

migsing in the second half and
we started making them. 1
thought we did a better job of
playing defonse in the second
half. We got the shots we wanted
and got the ball to Dion.”

Mark Willoughby, Tom Jakac-
ki and Anthony Coratti did the
bulk of CC's scoring, with 23, 11
and 10 points, reapectively. But
27 of their points came in the
first half ns they led the Sham-
rocks to tho 30-28 lead.

Momentum awitched in a big
way in the third quarter, Harris
scored 11 points; while CC cauld-

Hoop scene: CC’s Tom Jakacki of Farmington (14)
reaches for a rebound in a tournament game Thursday.
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n't buy a basket, Celeskey and
Coratti hit threes, but that was
the only scoring as the Sham-
rocks went 2-for-9 in the period,
and made four turnovers.

It didn’t get any better in the
fourth. Willoughby hit his head
on the floor and had to leave the
game. Without their leading
scorer, the Shamrocks struggled
and missed their next eight
shota. Willoughby came back
into the game and nailed a 3-
pointer with 3:10 to play to end
:ihe drought, but the damage waa

lone,

Ocelots take regional crown

BY BRAD EMONS
BTAFY WRITIR
bemons@oe.homecomm.net

Any duubt about the School-
craft men's basketboll team
being able to compete with the
top junior college teams in the
country was erased Thursday.

The host Ocelots stormed past
fabled Vincennes (Ind.) with an
impressive 87-64 victory to claim
its first NJCAA Region 12 title,

Schooleraft (30-2) {s just one
win away from moking the cut
for the 16-team National Junior
College Athletic Association
Division I tournament (March
18-24) in Hutchinson, .

At 2 today, Schoolcraft will

H BASKETBALL

administration Lheru who have
helped support us.”

Vincennes had no answers for
Region 12 MVP Sam Hoskin.

‘The 6-foot-8, 260-pound center
from Redford Bishop Borgesa via
transfer from Eastern Kentucky
Univeraijty, poured in a game-
high 27 points on 10-0f-17 ahoot-

ing.

Guard Derrick Bird added 18
points, while point-guard Dave
McGlown added 15. Btarting for-
ward Keanan Weir also came up
b:z with 12 ints.

host Region 13 champ Gegobic of
Ironwood, Mich,, sporting a 21-8
record, for the right to advance.

Vincennes, ranked No, 7 in the
NJCAA and winnera of 30 of 37
Region championships, was over-
whelmed by Schoolcraft's relent-
less preuum defense and fierce
reboundin,

The ’l‘rmlblaznn. who bowed
at 26-5 overall, were outplayed
in nearly every facet of the

ame.

“Overall I thought our team
hustle was a little better than
theirs and we were able to play
defonse for 40 minutes,” said
Schoolcraft coach Carlos Briggs,
who has orchestrated a remark-
able four-year record of 103-21
and has the Ocelota on the verge
of their firat trip to the nation-
als, “Weo played the way we
expected to play at home and
being that it was for o Region
championship.

“This is certainly our biggest
win in school history and it was
nice to sce all the people in our

the Ocelots held
Vincennes leading scorer An

Horton to just two points after
the 5-10 guard had 30 points the
night before in a 94-74 semifinal
win over Lansing. The other
starting guard, Jon Knoche, 1aid
a goose egg in the hook

Jiw

The 6-6 Welr, inserted into the ..
lineup recently as a defensive
stopper and nboundu came up
with a pair of ‘threes.’

“If I'm open, I can shoot it,” the
Detroit King product said. “I just
play a role and do whatever it ...

help the team.

“We ran a ‘Down-4' play at the _
end of the half where we spread
it out and let Mike Peek pese-
trate. He got me the ball and ...
once [ got me feet set, I shot it .,
and it went in.” o

The Ocelots were just 14 of 43 |
from ths floor (32 percent) in the .
opening half, but seemed to coms -
up with merymined-hn&ﬂw .
eral times 6-4 forward Dwight ...,
Windom kept balls alive on the ..
offensive boards.

Vincennes, meanwhile, never
made a serious challenge in the
second half, The Trailblazer only
got as close as 12 points,

Peck's tbree-pointar with *
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“1 thought our guard play was

very good,” Briggs said. "Derrick
Bird and Mnh Pcek did a heck of
job on him (Horton). He (Horton)
didn't get a good lock at the bas-
ketball all night.”

Schoolcraft trailed only once in
the game, 5-4 at the 16:57 mark
of the opening half.

Weir's three-pointer at the
buzzer to end the half coming
out of a timeout gave School
a 36-22 halftime cushion.

“T knew that was a good sign
when Keanan hu that ‘three’
from the corner,” Briggs said.
*That gave us some momentum
for the ncond half because for
about five minutes our offense
was at a standstill with Sam and
Derrick out of the game.”

- and is a member of the NJCAA

11:42 r ining gave School- ~
cul’t a commanding 66-39
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antage.
'l‘hs Ocelots shot a blistering
200!'81{!:0:0de(6|5

'(1'h= Oulou) just wanted it
more,” said Vincennes coach Dan
Sparks, who has aver 600 winas

asasaananans

Hall of Fame. "We have only two
people who really wanted it, and
nobody else stepped up.

The Trailblazers got 19 points
from 6-8 center Omonivi Makun

, Ni
Marahall Williams, a former
Mr. Basketball from Wisconsin
and transfer from North Caroli-
na State, was the only other Vin-
cennes player in double figures
with 13,
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overall, to three pointa before he
fouled out with 3:28 left in the
game.

“Our primary goal was to try
to not lat them get the ball ln
him in the box, and I thought we
did n protty good job of that,”
Mikel said. “When he fouled out,
that made it a lot easier to guard
thelr perimeter players.”

McComb gave the Raidera (10-
12) a quick lnd when he scored
off a turnover at the start of the

game, .
The clock was down to 4:18

before Tillman put Farmington
on the board. That triggered a

10-0 run while North managed

just one free throw the rest of
tho first quarter.

But the Raiders scored the
first aix points of the sccond peri-
od to make it 10-8. Four-point
plays by Laync Bod:ly and Bare-
nie hel to leads

come if you're not hitting shots.”

A basket by Leach and two
threes by McComb and Patter-
son trimmed the Farmington
lead to 43-37 at the start of the
fourth.

It was still a six-point game,
465-39, when the clock dipped
below three minutes, Tillman
was 8-of-6 and Matt Mikel 4-of4
lhuotmx free throws down the

trotch to clinch the win for the

Falcons.

*In the second half, our kids

made up their minds they were
going to come out and play them
hard,” Mikel said.

An 8-for-13 fourth quarter
helped raise North's overall
shooting totals to 18-0f-41 (32
percent). Farmington shot 47
percent (17-0f-36).

The Faleons made four of 11
threo-point shots and 17 of 29

of 18-9 and 22 16, but North
rofused to fold.

*Thoy don't quit; you can't let.
up on them,” Mikel saaid.
*Against teatms that are aggres-
sive and scrappy, you have to
keep your composure and make
good decisions. We're fortunate
to do that three times now,

“On paper, Tom's kids proba-
bly don’t have as much talent as
we do, but they'rs well coached.”

The Falcona started getting
the ball inside more in the third
quarter to Griffie (six points),
Tillman and Mazes and, unlike
the first half, were getting more
rebounds, too.

A defensive lapsa let Farming.
ton take its biggest lead, 36-25.
On o long inbounds pass, two
North defenders went to the ball
near the sidecourt, allowing Bod-
ily to knock the ball to a wide-
open Griffie in the middle for a

du

Tillman's ahot from the wing
at the buzzer kept the lead at 11,
40-29, at the end of the quarter.

“We made a point of saying at
halftime we were ploying too
much catch on the perimeter and
not looking for our inaide peo-
ple,” Mikel said.

“Qur inside peopls were sny-
ing, ‘Get us the ball; we have to
touch the ball,’ and the kids did
a better job of that in the third
quarter.”

North wasn't out of the gama,
however, despite having just five
field goals ugh three periods,

The Faleons were 7-0f-11 in
the third and 15-0f-38 to that
pu:lnl' the Raiders were 1-0f-10

“The kids keop ntucklng the
rim,” North coach Tom Negoshi-
an said, adding his team was
battling a size disadvantage as
well.

*If you don't shoot the ball
well, that’s what you have to do.
The kids understand thay have
to attack the rim, and that gets
us to the free-throw line.

*We do different things on the
perimeter, because you can't just
line up and compete with size.

Evantually, size is going to over-
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WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT SERVICES,
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SEMCA, 8760 S. Telcgraph
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March 14, 2001 at 2:00 pm at SEMCA. Proposals are dus at SEMCA, April
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free throws, The Raiders were 7-
of-21 shooting the three and
were 17-0f-28 at the line.

I thought we had a little spurt
whon we went brain dead to
start the second half,” Negoshian
snid. “Wo had some pretty good
looks and didn’t hit them.

*We talked about mental
intensity, and I don't think we
had it (given) the way we were
supposed to rotate on the trap.

“They had some uncontested

baseline jumpers, and the whole
first half we didn't give that up.”

Negoshian ndded he is as
proud of this year's teem and
what it was able to achieve as he
was the last two North teams
that won two league titles and
one district championship.

BENEDICYINE 88, CLARENCEVILLE
48: *We played s great first quarter,”
tivonia Clarenceville coach Kevin Mur
phy said. *We wers right with them.*

Then, 8s Murphy described it, “We
Ioil fiat on our faces.”

The result was a 17-2 run for Detroit
Benedicting in the second quaster and a
16-point  nheiftime  deficit  for
Clarenceville, 8 margin 100 lacge for the
Trojans (6-13) to overcome Wednesday
in & district toumament game.

Tim Shaw led the Trojsns with 17
paints. Scott Wion had 10 and Pete
Shew eight, Brandon Proby's 15 points,
Intluding three thres-pointers In the
third quarter, was best for the Revens.

‘KHI

Adam Brzezinski

WA,

JI Mﬂm Detruit Fonl l)r.dm

PRESENT

LETE of the WEER

sponsond

@bserver 8 Eccentric

u AM 760

caeensvanaal

LAST WEEK'S WINNER

Adam
Brzezinski

"DelaSalle High School
Bob Thibodeau Inc. Ford
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WJR 760 AM

2100 Fisher Building, Detroit, MI 48202

Attention: Athlate of the Week
or
FAX to: 313-875-1988

Tune In to WJR 760 AM Friday morning to hear the winner announced!
For more Information on this weeks athlete, visit our wab site www.wie.net

Tune in WJR 760 AM each
Friday at 7:40 a.m. and hear
the Athlete of the Week
announced on Paul W, Smith's
morning show.

To submit your nomination for the High School Athlete of the Week:
1. Send us up to ona page of information about the athlete’s involvement in
sports, community, academic achievements and any awards he/she has
racelved. Include the name of the high school and a picture of the athlete.
2, Include your name and daytime phone number.
3. Send your nomination to:
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