ARTS & LEISURE

1

C

Noteworthy inside

Guest speakers
celebrate books,
famous women

g ancy Pearl knows that recom-
mending books is never an casy
task for librarians. Her first

request for a good fiction novel came

in 1987 at the Detroit Public Library
where she advised readers after grad-
uating from the University of Michi-
gan. At least &

coupla of times a

day since then,

Pearl hears

requests for a

" ” book.
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lege Women's
Resource Cen-
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1y Month with a
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tures and a
symposium
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Story, setting,
characters, an
language or how
a story is written
appea! to us
individually as
readers because

Center,
in celebration of March as Women's
History Month.

Mysterious

“I think that it's very mysterious
why people find certain books fasci-
nating,” said Pearl, a librarian and
executive divector of the Washington
Center for the Book at the Seattle
Public Library. *They like books for
reasons they’re not aware of. It's usu.
ally something in their background.

“Rending fiction is primarily an
escapo. People read fiction to look
into other people's lives. Many of us

- are voyeurs at heart, Reading about

other people helps ua with our own
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Now
Read This

Dy the book: Nancy Pearl will
share insight from “Now Read
This” a reference book she,
wrote to help readers choose
enjoyable mainstream fiction,

hometownnewspapers, net

cated young musicians.
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BT WRITER

AFP
Ichomin@oc.homocomm.not
atherine DoPentu leta out a blood-curdling
scream halfway through “Rosin Eating Zom-

bies from Quter Space.” DePentu, director nf
omhumu for Plymouth:Canton Community.

Schools, ia "trying to create pictures In this hn-d.'or

the 80 or so ltudenu in the district's middle school
en
sa lmle pnsf. 7 on a Tuesday morning, and
theue young string players are beginning to come to
lifo after rising early for the class at Plymouth
Salem High School, The music is a compilation of

every bad horror film ever made, and the students
, are loving every minute'of it.

Plymouth -

Bonom auctlon: Cheryl Conlm donated
this vibrant oil "Up the Mountain” for
the Plymouth Community Arts Council
fund-raiser.

By
Practice makes perfect: Ann Leiting and David Lipford play with the Plymouth
Canton Middle School Orchestra every morning before attending their regular class-
es. Erin Zurbuchen (bottom left) and Catherine DePentu team up to teach the dedi-

. { grade at Lawton Elemen
*}end of

ened the school day. At ono point it was held only on
Saturdays, then put back to first hour, which is zero
hour for these kids, We started out with 20-25 atu-
denta four years ago. There's now close to 80.”
Jooy Chesney is one of the students who gets up
early and leaves for school while it's still dark to
. play with the orchestra. I he has a lot of projects to _
assembla before school Chesney rises at 4:45 aim.
That takes dedication and discipline - and a mother
willing to drive him to the clw at the high school.
After the 45-minute scasion, Chesnoy boards a bus
that takes him to Banncr Mlddln School to begin
hi= regular echoa! di
*“I think ombestrn is educational and very good,”
snid Cheaney, who began playing violin four years
ago o= a student at Kembrook Elomentary in Farm.
ington. *The teachers are renlly good. Thoy make
jokes and make it fun.”
DePentu’s sound effects and the humor she o
and Zurbuchen infuse between lessons are
just a fow of the reasons students, such as
associata concertmaster Scott Huddas,
Join the orchestra, The experionce
inspired Huddas so much that he plans
on one day becoming a member of a
professional ensembla such as the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra. -

Fun .
*“I just thought it would be fun,” said -
- Huddas, who won a acholarship to
attend Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp thia

aummer. -

Rachel Johnson couldn't agree more. She's waiting
outaide the locked door to the choir room at 6:30
8. mamrk:pl with the orchestra.

t's just fun to play,” said Juluuon an eighth

mdn at West Middle School.

'Moﬂ.wt;}'un are h;r: beca;me itlv?ﬁ:l;ymdded
- Alycia Wilder, who bégan piaying vio!
in Ann Arbor. "At the
Point as a field trip.

*“I like playing fiddle tunes like ‘Finnegan's Wake'
and ‘Eightsome Reel,’ but it's difficult, especially
when I do sports. Then I'm at schoal from 7 to 6.1
usunlly go to bed at 9."

Recruiting

DePentu and Zurbuchen actually recruit studenta
from Plymouth-Canton's five middle achoola for
orchestra just like conches do for sparts teams.

“We take all of the middle school orchestra kids
and part of the high school orchestra on field trips
so all fifth graders can learn about the ¢lass,” said
DecPentu. “Each of the kids in the orchestra say they
have friends who would play if it were during the
gchool day so we mado a propesal to the school
board a year ago, and resubmitted it again in the
fall, to include orchestra in the regular school
day. We're optimiatic with the new administra.

< d th Lagti 1 par-

nta.
"I’ha only atudents we lose are
because they'’re overwhelmed, It'a the

inability to keep up with the schedule,”

DePentu and Zurbuchon take turns
tunchmg vibrato, slide and other tech.
niques such as car training. Zurbuchen
playa a few notes, and then asks stu-
dents to repeat what they heard.
DePentu, violin tucked under her chin,
helps string players sitting in the back
row. DePentu and Zurbuchen are still
tuning instrumenta for some of the
students, and teaching them the
basics. It’s all part of the procoss of .~;
nurturing these young musiciana.

Zurbuchen recently began a class for 15-18 fifth
grade violinists at GnIlimom Middle School where
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Dinner auction appeals to arts lovers and everyday people

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER
lchomin®oehomocomm.net

Diane Harrison holda up the pink princess gown she
hopea some mother will just have to bid on for her lit-
tlo girl.” The costume comes tucked inside a toy chest
hand painted by Leslic Kabza. Harrison came up with
the tdea for the one-of-a-kind item as a way to attract
a bronder varicty of bidders at the Plymouth Commu-
nity Arts Council's dinner auction Saturday, March 31,

The 10th annual event, “An Evening of Elizabethan
Elegance,” promiscs a night to remember. The little
girl, whose mother goes home with the toy chest, won't
be the only ons dressing up.

“I'm excited about my costume,” said arta council
executive director Jennifer Tobin. “We get to be kings
and queens. My husband gets to be a knight. It's going
10 bo 80 much fun. Everybedy loves to dresa up and
pretend.”

Keely Wygonik, Editor 734-953-2105

Matt Watroba will don the
robes of King Henry VIII to An Evening ot
lead bidding for the live por- Elizabethan
tion of the auction. Along Elogance
with the more than 40 art What: A gala
works by Edee Joppich, | dlnnav/uucﬂnn featur-
Donna Vogelheim, Phyllis Ing live music by m
Hochlowski, Leslie Masters, | Courlers
Cathy Dyer, Pam Gross- When: 8 p.m. to mid- -
mann, Barbarn Demgen, and | pight Saturday March’
Jack Olda there will be a 1 . .
print from Wild Wings Where: St. John's -
Gallery. Jim Quinlan's paint- 1 Conference Center,
ing of boats under full sail is | 44045 Five Mile, Ply-
already drawing the atten- mouth .
tion of arts council members. { Tickets: $60, call
So too aro ticketa to Red (734) 4164278
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