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Workers arise: “The Inter
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by Peter Miller; will be shown

on Tuesday, March 13, during the Ann Arbor Film Festival.

Ann Arbor Film Festival
puts focus on creativity

BY KEELY WYGONIK
STAPF WRITER
kwygonik@oe homecomm.net

The Internationale, Fur &
Feathers, and The Walnut Tree
won't be coming to a theater
near you anytime soon, but
they're awesome films, and
among thoso being pr d

Arbor

Sunday, March, 18.

March 138-18 during the 38th
annunl Ann Arbor Film Festival.

Vickie Honeyman has been
busy day and night getting ready
for the festival, and today her
printer broke. But she’s upboat,
and friendly as she welcomes
reportera to an advanco screen-
ing of films to be shown during
’the fouﬂjvl ghowcasing len:

and
film.

Honoyman makes her living
cutting hair, Her shop, Vickie's.
Wash & Wear Haircuts, is next
to-the screening room, but film,
and this festival, which she's
directed since 1987, is her pas-
sion.

*“Grab a comfortable seat,” she
tells the three reporters who
bothered to make the trip. It
doesn't matter that there are
only a few people in the room, a8
the projector rolls, something
magical happens, and it's not
just the film. You get the feeling
that Honcyman is watching
them with you for the first time.
She's enthralled, amazed, awed
by tha artistry, and pausca
botween films to talk about
them.

Celebration

“We're, still celebrating cel-
lulite film as art,” she explains.
*Wea are so highly regarded inter-
nationally for being a festival for
16mm film, We have people
thanking us for that.”

This year 425 films were sub-
mitted for consideration. Of
those, about 126 were selected
by an awards jury to be shown,
A total of $18,000 in cash prizes
will be awarded to filmmakers
on March 18,

Founded in 1963 by George
Manupelli, a filmmakor/artist ot
the University of Michigan
School of Art, the festival is the
oldest festival of experimental
film in the U.S.

In addition to sh

:
n

Tickets:

. Ann Arbor Film Festival
When: Tuesday-Sunday, March 13-18
Whers: The Michigan Theater, 603 E. Liberty St., downtown Ann

Showtimes: 8 p.m. Tuesday, March 13; 7 & 9:30 p.m. Wednesday,
March 14; 7, 9:30 & 21 p.m. Thursday-Friday, March 16-16; 2, 7 &
9:30 p.m. Saturday, March 17, Winner's screenings 5, 7 & 9 p.m.

I tickets $7, serles tickets for entire week $50.
Avallable day of show, one hour before showtime at the Michigan

visit www. org

Theater box office. For more

B Founded In 1963 by
George Manupelll, a
filmmaketr/artist at the
Unlversity of Michigan
School of Art, the festi-
val Is the oldest festi-
val of experimental film
in the U.S. The festival
also offors a forum for
flilmmakers to discuss .
their work, and leamn
more about new tech-
nology.

Jowish wedding ~ “a feast of
desire where you seo all the peo-
plo you love to know,” an Italian
disco and the streets of Spain.
Stanley, 1 admit was weird,
but very interesting. Stanley
falls in love with a beautiful cab-

‘bage growing in his sparse,

Hamtramck-size backyard.
While Stanley lovingly tends his
cabbage, his fruatrated wife
whacka meat with knives and
cleavers as she prepares dinner,
all with an eye on her husband's
cabbage.

New this year are the “Other
Media” programs — 8 and 10 p.m.
Wednesday.Si

trait af her mother,

The story takes place in the
Netherlands, before and after
World War II. The family, Dutch
Jews, is forced into hiding. The
children survive, but their par-
cnts die nt Auschwitz,

As the film opens you see a
windmill, family photographs,
including one of a walnut tree
the parents planted in their

ackyard. .

*The comera is a kind of clock
for seeing.” And if you've ever
suffered o tragic loss, you can
feel the meaning of those words.

The tree never boro fruit. After
the war, the girls who found
courage to *pick up our lives, be
brave, go on,” return home and
discover the treo has been cut
down. Thoy find the trunk, and
thero are new roots. The women
plant it, the tree grows and
bears fruit.

It's o beautiful metaphor for

the growth that often takes placo
aRtor losa,
Revoluti y

what Honeyman calls *brilliant,
clover treasures,” the fostival
offers a forum for filmmakera to
discuss their work, and learn
more nbout new technology.

“I love doing the festival,” said
Honoyman. *I love film, I'm just
like o kid. 1 feel so lucky to sce
them, It yocks my world.”

Tho projector rolls. First is Fur
& Feathers, described ns a poetic
portrait of personalities whose
love is superseded by passion.
It's a 6.5 minute anj d color

The Internationale, by Peto
Miller, is about how The Interna-
tionale, n famous revolutionary
song, was written in May 1871.
Tho song, explains singer/song-
writer Peta Secger, links work-
ers all over the world — “arise
those of you who are slaves, you
prisoners of starvation. This will
be the last battle tho last war.”

It’s & beautiful documentary
that shows the part music plays "
in social change. Film clips from

1 in histo-

film by Maria Vasilkoveky, ren-
dered in paint on glass.

It’a beautiful, sensual, moving.
Honey calls it “ph
nal” .

We watch two documentaries,
both inapiring.

The Walnut Tree is a follow-up

to ﬁ_lPu:uk'i:r Elida Schogt’s

g 1098
tary Zyklon Portrait.
*How long do you remember
. hing that never t d
to you?” the filmmaker asks as
she paints a poignant family por-

Y m
ry, along with comments from
people who lived them, brings to
life the uncertain fight of those
who dream of a world *in which
tha exploitation of human beings
can no longer take place.”

Animated

Two of my favorite animated
films wére Three Kisses by
Johanna Hibbard and Stanley by
Surie Templeton.

Three Kisses 18 “lots of love and
pretty colors.” It takes place at a

day in the small-
er screening room of the Michi-
gan Theater. You'll have an
opportunity te learn more nbout
digital film, Fischer-Price PXL
camera work nnd other new
technology.

“Hopefully we'll bring in peo-
ple who are as curicus about the
new technology as wo are,” said
Honeyman. “The goal of the fes-
tival is to both entertain, by
showing tha very beat work done
by today's new breed of digital
ﬁln}m?kcra. Ex"d to lnupi;.u, by

how thé’y can do it themsclves.”

These events are being held
in the Michigan Theater's
200-seat screcning room.

® Workshops, saminars
and pane! discussions - 10
‘a.m. and 1 p.m. Wednesday-
Saturday, March 14-17. Fadl-
itated by Simon Tarr, profes-
gor of film at Penn State Uni-
versity. . . '

. ¥ Curated film screenings
~ 8, 8 & 10 p.m. -~ Tuesday-
Thursday, March. 13.16.
Films deal with gey/lesbian
issues, persons on the edge
and relationship issues.

. W Other Mcdia programs
include - curated program of
recent acquisitions from
Chiengo's Video Data Bank
10 p.m. Thursday, March 15;
Video Data Banok, 8 p.m. Fri-
day, March 16; D.Film, 10
p.m. Friday, March 16, a
curated program of recent
digital film that are streamed
on D.Film.com; D.Film 8 p.m.
Baturday, March 17; Best of
PXL This 10 p.m. 8aturday,
March 17, program features
works created on the Fisher.
Price toy camera; Rest of PXL.
‘This 8 p.m. Sunday, March

8.

W Lobby instaliations -
Austrian etperimental film-
wmaker Gustav Deutach and
artist Hanna Schimek's CD-
rom “Odyssey Today,” an
interactive multi-media pro-
duction that won Best of Fes-
tival last year. Leslie Ray-
mond ‘and Jason' Jay Stevens
will have & roaming lohby




