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Mr. Incognito’s friend Rocky the Rac-
coon has a problem.

He'a a little ... disobedient,

As Mr. Incognito, AKA Dotroit polico
officer Brian Fountain, tried to talk
with his audience of Crime Provention
Kids Club members at the William
Costick Center in Farmington Hiils Sat-
urday, Rocky jammed up the volume on
his boom box — eliciting gales of laugh-
ter from the more than 200 kids and
parents who attended. While Rocky
might be a troublemaker, Mr. Incognito
told his audience, he'd had all his shots."

Not all raccoons and other wild ani-
mals are as safe.

“You seo any wild animals on the
elaygryundl you don't pet, &hgm.,' Mr.

Mr. Incognito
headlines crime

B More than 200 children and parents

attended the first-ever gathering of Crime

Prevention Kids Club members at the

William Costick Center Saturday. A first in

the club has around 800 mem-

" bers and is getting rave reviews from law
enforcement professionals - and the kids.

Fountain skill-
fully wove tips
about dengers
asround the house
and stranger dan-
gor into a presen-
tation that includ-
ed magic, card
tricks and, of
course, a cast of
puppets like Rocky
Raccoon. It's an act
he's developed over
his 14 years gs o
Detroit police offi-

cer.

*1 used to breck dance,” Fountain
said after the show, as children and
parents camo up to have their pictures
taken with him and his partner, Ron
Bledsoe, “When [ joined the police

said, “Go

I realized T was too old to

The morning’s show, hosted by the
Farmington Hills Police Dopartment,
centered around messages of safety, but
mostly, kids just had fun. The Crime
Prevention Kids Club is the brainchild
of Crime Prevention officer Bonnie
Unruh, who put together the event.

Polica Chief Bill Dwyer credits Unruh

. with jta success, as well as the registra-
tion of 800 or so Crime Prevention Kids
Club members, kids in kindergarten
through fifth grade.

“This is 8o important, to get kids
involved,” he said. “It's important to
catch them at this age. You lose a lot of
kids by fifth grade.”

keep dancing...We had a magician who
used to porform with us, so I thought
‘Why not be a magician?.”

One of his fellow officers asked
whether he could do a backyard chil.
dren's party, and Fountnin agreed.
After it was over, n woman asked for
his card, and his new career took off
from there.

“We format our show for whatover
venuo we're doing,” he said. “The show
can be themed around anything. We
just have fun.'We don't really tell jokes,
we just do stupid things and things that
get the audience involved.”

Fountain said the turnout Saturday

Showtime: Mr. Incognito (Brien Fountain,
soe, right) pose wit

morning blew him away, and he appre-
ciated hia nudience as much aa they did
him. Five-year-old Rachac! Reynolds
loved the part where Rocky kept turn-
ing up the music. Her mother, Sue,
appreciated what the show taught kids
- even though they already seemed to
know quite a bit.

“I wans impressed with how many of
the ‘danger’ items they knew about,”
sho snid.

Sharon Hallochak and her daughter,

y, share an enthusiazm for the club,
through which kids receive a monthly
noewslotter and a decoder apple they can
use to decipher apecial crime prevention
measages,

“I think it's great,” Sharon enid. “She
really looks forward to the newsletter
and we go over it together.”

Seven-yenr-old Amy, n student at
Beechview, pronounced the club “cool.”

After the show, Highland Park Police

left) and “Michael Jackson” (Ron Bled-
Brandon Dwyer and Wesley Niemisto.

Lt. Morris Cotton, a certified protection
profeasional, substitute teacher and
parent of 10-year-old Latoya, spoke
with Unruh about starting a simitar
program in hia department.

He was impressed with the morning’s

from scveral ives.

“It sends n message of crime preven-
tion in a humorous way,” Cotton said.
*It kept the attention of the children,
while sending that message. As a teach-
er, I know how hard it is.”

Dwyer said the club concept, which is
the firat of its kind in the state, was

P to
of Chiefs of Police, of which he is presi-
dent.

“You have to give Bonnie Unruh so
much credit for the job she’s done with
this,” Dwyer said,

For more information nbout the
Crime Prevention Kids Club, call 248-
473-9640. ‘

Methodist church plans $1.7 million expansion

By TiM SyiTH
STAFY WRITRR
tamith@oe.homecomm.net

Work is expected to soon begin

. on & $1.7 million facelilt for Firat

United Methodist Church in
downtown Farmington.

First on the agenda is the
demolition of an unoccupied
Thomas Street house owned by
the church, which project archi-
tect Carl Gaiser of Farmington
said could take place within the
next week-to-10 days.

Soon after that, workers from
Brighton-based Rekon Constrize-
tion will bring in their equip-
ment and get the multi-faceted
project under way.

“I just met with the city and
contractor and they're all set to
release the pormit to tear it
down,” said Gaiser, whose firm
ia located at 33018 Grand River,
just a few addresses east of the
church,

‘The project will “enlarge, reno-
vate and meodernize our church
buildings so that we can main-
tain and expoand our ministry
and services to our congregation
and community,” noted the pro-
ject's mission statement/aite
plan, which was approved in
spring 2000 by the Farmington

Volunteer

Planning Commission. |

“Everybody is all for it,” said
Dick Carvell, a member of the
church and its building steering
committee.
- First United will remain open
a8 much as poasible during the
eight-to-12 month span of the
project, of which about $1 mil-
lion was raised by church mem-
bera over e three-year period,
Carvell said, The remaining
maoney is being borrowed, he
added.

Gaiser said a now wing for
administrative offices will be
constructed on the north side

(facing Thomas), where the to-
be-demolished house currently is
located. That side of the church
will aleo fenture a main

entrance, with elevator access to ..

all three floors: +v-r=errrr = .+

A makeaver also beckons fo
the Grand River side. There will
be the addition of 8 courtyard
and new entrance to the educa-
tional wing as well as a new
facade and roof.

Inside the church, which
Carvell said dates back to 1921,
improvements are in store by

level, updated electrical services

and a floor plan *where all the

spaces work and flow together,”

continued the project’s site plan.
. *We're ing.it all look, as i

- it were built at one particular
time,” Gaiser said.

One drawback of the project i
that First United will not be able
to host crafters nnd vendors dur-
ing this year's Farmington
Founders Festival, But Carvell
said the popular ice cream social
traditionally hosted during the

fest will again take place thia
summer as always, in Wesley
Hall.

Despite the length of the pro-

if . ject, Carvell omphasized that

every effort will be made for the
church to stay open as usual. *It
will remain open and well try to
meintain everything we have,”
Carvell said one of the posi-
tives of the project is that, by
church offices being relocated to
the addition, it will open up
additional classroom space.

Lanigan
students
send get-
well wishes.

By T SMITH
BTAFY WRITER
tamithGoe homecomnu.nst -

Cheerful get-well cards and
teddy bearns were on their way to
Children’s Hospital in Detroit
Thursday.

There, they would help boost
the spirits of a Lanigan Elemen-
tary School fourth-grader, recov-
ering from Wednesdsy’s surgery
to remove a bullet from his leg.

The boy was shot in the Jeg
Tuesday night during an armed
robbery attempt at The Rik.
shaw, his family’s take-out
restaurant in Detroit. Police are
still looking for two men sus:
pectad in tho attempt. .

“The children are making get-
well cards, and the teachers are
sending stuffed animals and bal-
loons,” snid Lanigen Principal
Marva Turner. *Everybody id
pretty upbeat here. We've kept
the kids abreast about the
progress” the boy is making.

Turner said she talked to the
injured boy's parents on
Wednesdny and gathered
enough information to feel com-
fortable he will recover nicely.
“He had surgery, he's in a cast,
but he'll be OK.” .

‘Tant he will recover was a big
relief to everybody at Lanigan,
Turner said. “We were very
relieved to hear that.” R

After the youngster i»
released from the hospital, it
will be a while before he returns
to Lanigan. According to Turn-
er, he will receive weekly visits
at home from a teacher for an
indefinite period,

His older sister will continue
taking classes at the Farming-
ton district school. .

Meanwhile, Turner said other
Lanigan students who might
necd to talk about the situntion
will have the opportunity to dp
20 with Student Assistance Pro-
gram Coordinator Mary Gipson.
There also ia a achool crisip
management team in place, ¢

Debbie McCracken, of the
school district superintendent’s
office, Friday said the name of
the injured child was being
withheld from the media out of
respect for the family.

“We're not comfortable with
releasing the name of an ele-
mentary school child, knowing
how the family might feel about
it,” McCracken explained.

We take tips.
Cell (248) 477-5450.
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line - 248-426-4456 — fields com-
plaints about everything from
contracted services to utilities
providers. Vandenberg said
Ameritech issues have been
prevalent.

The most recent case involved
a landscaping service that didn’t
live up to the terms of a private
contract for anow removal.

“We wore able to locate the
owner and encournge the nwnc:

he added. The all-voluntecer
group has no legal authority and
their time 8 limited, particular-
ly with three vacant seata.
Group membership represents
n variety of interests, including
the busincss and legnl communi-
ty, corporationa and seniors. The
police department is also on
beard, Vandenberg said.
“Occasionally, some of tho
calls can border on putcnti}:l

:,0 n':ni:ol good on the t

1 liability,” he explail
lai fill out a form

said. "The resid
did recoive a refund in full.”
Not every caso is 8o easily
resolved, but that doesn't stop
committee members from trying,

with complete information about
the dispute, then committee
members do their best to work
with bath sides toward a resolu-

) Mentors from page Al

tion. In some cnses, people are
referred to the attorney gener-
al's office or other consumer
TEBOUTCE STOUPS.

“We do our very best,” Van-
denberg said. “We don't neccs-
sarily resolve everything. We're
limited in our resources nnd our
time.”

Anyone intercsted in joining
the Consumer Protection Com-
mittee should send a letter indi-
cating their interest and back-
ground to Mnyor Nancy Bates,
Farmington Hills City Hall,
31556 11'Mile Road, Farmington
Hills, MI 48336.

pate. If they ngreo, the parents
are notified and must also sign
off on the program.

Mentors are volunteer profes-
sionals who try to show the kids
-something about their carcers.
:SiKora finds out what the stu-
:dents’ int are and h

*Contact with an adult outside
of parents or teachers renlly
makes a difference in their sue-
cess,” SiKora said,

Lately the mentored atudents
have become mentors of a sort
themaelves as they've been

hed with an equal number

each of them with an appropri-
-ate mentor,

* Mentors spend about two
:houra a month with their
.charges and are permitted to
- check on their grades in school
- and sit in on their clanses.

of clemontary students at
Horace Mann Elementary
School in Detroit. It was such
an exciting event to see when wo
brought the studants to Horace
Mann,” SiKora said.

On Wednesday, March 7, the

Horace Mann students returned
the favor, spending the day at
Enst Middle School with their
mentors and their mentors’ men-
tors. “There was so much excite-
ment you could hardly contain
e kids,” SiKora said.
Farmington's other middle
schools are “anxiously awaiting”
the extension of the program to
their buildings, SiKora said, but
it probably won't be expanded
until the 2002-03 school year.
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Crittenton Doctors.

cal care available,

Many of Our Physicians Practice at the :
Major Health Systems Too — But Prefer the Convenience :
and Professionalism of Crittenton. :

uality doctors make the difference. At Crittenton Hospital, our Internal Medicine
Physicians are expently trained and committed to delivering the highest quality
i

They prefer sending their patients to Crittenton because they can get the same leading
edge medical treatment in a caring and comfortable atmosphere, The big hospital sys-
tems cant provide the same kind of caring and concern that you find at Crittenton,

Count on Crittenton Physicians. They're here for you and so are WE.

Call today for an appointment
with a Crittenton physician,

b PInsuan

[CRITTENTON

Count on Criteniton,
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