AL2(F)

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, MARCH 16, 2001

Volunteers provzde lifeblood for projects in Farmington

: B! Tm BMITH
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Even though the future of the
Farmington Beautification Com-

mission remains in limbo, city N

officials and residents slike
agree that volunteerism itself
continues to be the lifeblood of
virtually every important pro-
Ject and decision that facea the
small municipality,

‘There currently are more than
100 volunteers from all walks of
life filling various city boards
and commissions which repro-
sent everything from arts to
zoning.

“Even our reserve officers are

volunteers,” noted Mayor Bill
Hartsock, who happens to also
serve on four of the groups,
Other than the hola left by the
early February diabandment of
the beautification commission,
due to dwindling memberahip,
most of the other entities are in
good ehape numbers wise,
Probably nobody on that
impressive list of volunteers has
more service to Farmington than
82-year-old Willlam Burke. His
volunteeriam career includes
- about 40 years on the planning
. commission and a docade or so
. on the zoning nppesls board; he
; i8 an nctive member on both.
“I'm a volunteer,” aaid Burke
(in a mattor-of-fact fashion.

" “Something is fulfilling about

doing things in nnd for my com-
. munity - for me.*
Hartsock takes the wark done

*Driver a

by volunteers very scriously, and
is looking forward to a study ses-
sion set for 7 p.m. Monday,
March 18 at Farmington City
Hall when the council will dis-
cuss the future of the beautifica-
tion commission.

Ideas likely to be tossed

Giving t[ma' Gary Goss, Bob DeCorte and Duane
Reynolds volunteer on the traffic committee.
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the number of people who have
oxpressed an intorest in it, I
think it wil! be a short period of
time.”

Not just flowers
Apparently, aome nawer mem-
bau dld not fully gruap the

around the room will
include whether n reconstituted
commisgsion, which was allowed
nine membera by charter, would
requiro a larger roster, different
roles or a change in philosophy.
is allows ua to sit down and
collectively discuss what we do
next,” Hartsock said. “It's impor-
tant, if we take it in a different
direction, that we sct it aside for
a short period of time. And with
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D bilitics reqt s
ciently serve the :ommiasion,
ineluding judging homes and
businesses for the annual
awards program.

“Muaybe there'a a misconcep-
tion about beautification,” said
Patricia Shelton, who chaived
the now-defunct commission,
“Maybe people think it's only
flowers, rather than the whole
beautification award review each
year,”

According to Shelton, fower
people volunteered for the com-
mission in because they thought
it wos “a commission without
much responsibility.”

ving a smaller group doing
the job apparently led to
burnout and unh

annual awards program.

Where they serve

‘The volunteers who toil for the
city are both high-profile, aitting
at the long teble in council
=hnmharl on “official™ boarda
(soveral which

“They were asked to give up a
lot of pennnnl time, eapecially
during the award penod to go

a]so serve the city of Farmington
Hills), and low-key, doing their
:vho:k behind the scenes or out in

out visually ch

for potential awards,” said City :

Managor Frank Lauboff. “Maybe
wo need to axpand the roater,”

- Lauhoff suggested that more
in the way of .

There are volunteer groups in

place for the Governor Warner .

Mansion, Southwestern Oakland
Cable Commission, Downtown
ov Authority, Com-

and lolinmﬂun of people of the
“baby boomer” goneration might
be one way to bring in new
recruits, for all of the boards,
commissions and committees,

“Maybe their kldn are out of
the house now,” Lauhoff aaid.
“Hopefully, they have more time
and {(they) will think about it,
Our. respansibility is ta try and
put thia issue in front of these
people. They've probably never
thought about volunteering for
their city.”

Burke ncknowledged the city
probably has s “selling job”™ in
front of it. But he thinks it ia
worth the effort, particulorly to
revive the beautification com-
mission, one which does so much
to promote community prids,

“I personally don't want to sce
it stop,” Burke snid.

Neither does Hartsock, who
hopes the commission is resur-
rected in time to continue the

misaion on Children, Youth and
glﬁ;icllle. and Traffic and Saofety
ol 8

8erving on tha latter is Public
Safety Director Gary Goss, who
meots once a month with six
board colleagues to go over
important issues concerning
traffic flow and safety.

He also is always locking to

_recruiit volunteers for the reserve

officers force, Tha city permits
up to 20; currently there are 11
and two are in training. Usually
five.rosorves are hired every
yenr, but the snme number nlso
leaves,

“The more the merrier,” Goss
snid. “They are n legitimate
enhancement to the service we
provide.”

It takes a year to train
resorves. Candidates muat
attend a reserve police academy,
become o licensed medical first-
rnspundur and attain the same
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level of firefighting training u
do full-timers, Goss explained.
Reserves help patrol lpednl
cnmmunlty events such as ths,
Founders Festi
and Meomorial Day Parade;
among other duties, A]thongh~
reserves are not paid for polh:o.
services, thoss who help assist in’
firefighting duties do receive;
compensation. - M

Valued

Hartsock and the rest of tbe
council are required to serve on
city boards and commissions.’
But without others stepping up,
to fill in the slota, a lot of impor-,
tant work might not get done.

Hartsock noted that boinz [y
volunteer sometimes can be
ceived as a thankless jot. But
both cities maks it a point to for-
mally recognize them for their
efforta whenever possible.

“That’s not juat to roward
them for what they've done, but
to encouraga others (to volun-
teer),” Hartsock explained. “...
Volunteers are very muc!
depended on and make signifi-
cant contributions, regardless of
their interests nnd talents. We
draw from all these talents and
do the things that we do.”

Getting new volunteers to sign
up might not be an easy task
with today’s fast-paced and
demanding society. But older
helperp like Burke just emoy
doing for their city.

“I love it,” Burke said. “I want
to stay with it ns longas I can.”
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