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‘The War of the Roses in all its
bleody savagery is being fought
sgain on the stage of the Power
Center for the Performing Arts
in Ann Arbor.

The Royal Shakespeare Com.
pany of Stratford and London is
presenting the rarely performed
Henry VI, Parts 1, II and 11l and
the more familinr sequel Richard

1! in a stunning and unprece- _
T spearc’s early years. What they

dented cycle,

By the time Richard cries in
deapair “A horae, a horse, my
kingdom for a horse,” Shake.
gpeare fans and history buffs
aliko will have immersed them-
selves in 12 hours of the Bard's
take on the dynastic war that
brought the Tudars to power.

Partnership

The University Musical Soci-
ety and the University of Michi-
gan have entered a partnership
with the acclanimed Royn] Shake-
speare Compnny. In addition to
presenting three complete cycles
of the plays, tho 53 member com-
pany is in residency at the uni-
versity participating in a variety
of workshopas and lectures for
students and the community.

The productions are a mind-
boggling undertaking for the the-
ater company and the audience.
This past weekend the three
Henry VI plays wero presented
on Saturday, roquiring more
than nine hours of playing time.
Richard 111 was presented on
Sundny nfternoon. This schedule

Hl The real joy of these productions Is the acting.
Even the smallest roles are well played and the

leads are superb.

is ropented this coming weekend,
The plays are also being present-
ed over three duys this week,
with Richard Il being -tngad
tonight.

Blood and thunder
The four plays are from Shake-

lock in richness of language,
they make up for in blood and
thunder, In the hunchbacked
Richard, Shakespoare creates
his first great villain and for
those who are only familiar with
Ru:lmrd 11, the Heary playa
help give focus to Richard's vil-
lainy while presenting a strong
contrast in the enintly, sad and
weak Henry VI,

‘The Henry VI cycle covers the
life of a man not meant to be a
king in an nge steeped in cruelty.
While Henry triea to Jive by his
Chriatian pnnclplel, olhehrslplot

alliances and huge cast of char-
acters, director Michael Boyd’s
production is a model of clarity.
Shakespeare’s language is clear-
ly spoken. Whether spoken con.
versationally or declaimed in

gh oratory, it is usually easy to
follow. The muddy areas are few
and ensily covered. Some of the
young Bard’s clunky construc-

tion is handled with a sense of

humor and a knowing wink to
the audience.

The action is lively with sev.
eral choreographed battle scenes
and numerous bloody deaths, A
percussive score punctuates the
drama. Actors twist acrobatically
on dangling ropes giving an
added dimension to the aword
clanging fighta,

Supberb acting
But the real joy of these pro-
ductfgnu is the acting. Even the

to usurp his old on
the throne. He vacillates, com.
promises and retreats, lnnving
his strong, passionate and ambi-
tious wife Margaret to fill the
vacuum of leadership, The Hous-
es of Lancaster and York are
joined in conflict, trading allies
as cach gains a hold,

Margaret proves as cruel as
any man, while Richord turns on
brothers, children and his closest
allies with gleeful abandon.

Despite the complex, shifting

LENTEN FISH FRIES

roles are well played
and the leads are superb.

Aidan McArdle's Richard is an
amusing villain, someone aware
of his own evil who glories in lat-
ting us in on his cruel resolve,
McArdle makes Richard not just
a grotesquo but something of a
peevish and arrested adclescent
thinking only of himself.

His opposite is Fiona Bell's
fierce, bitter Queon Margaret,
taking on all the attributes of an
Alpha Male as her husband
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Royal hakespeare Compan wickedly ofl

On stage: Clive Wupd as the Duke of York.

shrinks from the fury. Bell rips
into Shakespeare’s language
superbly. She plays a wicked
Joan of Arc in the first play.

David Oyelowo has the diffi-
cult taek of playing somecone
both saintly and weak. He is
able to project n quiet dignity
and his voice has a warm musi-
cal quality that is perfect for
Henry.

It is a rare opportunity to see
this level of acting and the public
has responded. The series has
been sold out but returned tick.
ets to individual plays will be

available 90 minutes prior to
each performance, For times and

Batter up - it'a Lent and time
for fish fries. Wo're putting
together a list of churches, clubs
and restaurants that offering
Lenten fish fries. If you would
like to be included, send infor-

- mation to: Keely Wygonik, Assia-

tant Mnnnging Editor Features,
Observer Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia, MI 48150,
fax (734) 591.7279 or e-mail
kwygonik@oe.homecomm.ngt

H Plymouth Knights of
Columbus Hall - 5-7:30 p.m.
Friday during Lent, 150 Fair St.,
Plymouth. Fish dinners, nll you
can eat $6, shrimp and macaroni
dinners alse available. For take-
outs call (734) 453-9833,

B St, Geneviove Parish Fish
Fry - 65-7 p.m. Friday during
Lent, (except Good Friday),
28933 Jamison, two blocks south
of Five Mile Road, east of Mid-
dlebelt, Livonin, (734) 261-5920,
Two dinner options: Option one
{$6.50): Choice of freshly bat-
tered fried or bnked fish, freach

THE DETROIT INSTITUTE OF ARTS

fries or baked potato, Option two
($3.50): Two slices of pizza or
macaroni and cheese, bag of
chips. All meals include
coleslaw, soup and dinner roll,
coffee, ten or lemonade, pop and
dessert extra, Children 5-10,
$3.60, no charge for children
under five,

B Monaghan Knights of
C bus - 19801 Farmi;

Rond, Livonia, (248) 476-8385 —
Fish & Chips with coleslaw and
roll ($7.25) served 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. and 5-8 p.m. Friday, carry-
out aveilable. Additional items
include soup, broiled haddock,
perch, ahrimp, and frog lega,
Carryout available,

presents

Village Players

Agatha Christle’s
suspense masterplece!
in Birmingham's Live theatre!
March 9, 10, 11*, 15, 16, 17*, 23, 24

*2 p.m. matinee, all other performances at 8 p.m.

Reservations: 248-644-2075
an the corner of Chestnut 8 Woodward (2 blocks south of Mapls)

King Tut's
Tomb...

T fmm Ihe

February 25 May 6, 2001

4,500-year-old royal burial sites in

the Sumerian city-state of Ur (modern Iraq)
held extraordinary finds, including

jewelry of gold, silver and semi-pmcw\u
stones from the tomb of Queen Puabi.

Don't miss this rare chance to see incredibly
beautiful objects from one of the most
important archacological finds of ail time!

Tickets anrq 88 adults, 85 children,

IA members,
Price includes an A:muﬂaulde
audio tour and

5200 Woodward Avenue ¢ Detmlt, M1 48202
www.dla.org * (313) 833-8499

T extioaan has botn orpartred by P4
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@ Page's Food & Spirits -
23621 Farmington Road (one
block south of Grand River),
(248) 477-0099, kitchen open 11
a.m. to 10 p.m., Monday-Thura-
day; 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday-
Saturday. “All you-can-eat” fish
dinner $10.95 offered every day,
comes with fries and coleslaw. .

“11th Annual
Pontiac Silverdome®

INDOOR

with this ad’

March 16-25
Unlimited Rides!

Come Celeb'rme

ith Us!
Saturday, March 17

THE WORILD'S
GRIATEST

Tuesday & Thursda
“Dave the D] Y INDOOR
F "d‘ﬁn";a;"; ad CARHval
Dancing at 8:30 pm

! Monday - Thursday  $10
mmm-mmmmwm
[Event Howrs: Monday - Fricay » 513 pn., Saturday » 12-11 p.m., Sunday » 12-10pan.

1200 Festherstane Ri.

Corned Beef
and Cabbage
3895

28500 Schoolcmlt

more information, call (734) 764-
2538.

ST.00 OFF ™|

Fot More Indormation,
Pontiac, M148342 Call (2481458-1680
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DEPARTURES FROM: * Bloomfield * Farmington
¢ Hamtramck » Madison Helghts  Southfield ,
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1 Chiowant Fo of Amenca, the Arsb-Amercan
ana O - e

Only ss . 00 PER PERSON

includes £15.00 Food Voucher From Casino Windsor!

Call 1-800- 290 2957
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