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Festival from page A2 .

years to come,

For starters, Lichtman is
immeraing hersolf into the role.
8he's soaking in input from the
Farmington Area Founders Fes-
tival board, talking to merchants
who didn't like the recent direc-
tion and tone of the event and
getting fresh ideas from regular
people who, like her, love the
rich history of Farmington,

““It's been, ‘Welcome-to the
Founders Festival, S:

July date, Last year, the event
was called the Farmington Area
Family Fest and squared off
against the Livonia Spree during
June.

Hard at work

Moanwhile, othor fostival
devotees are doing their share in
preparation for the July 19-21
event:

_ ® Varlous committees are

need to do this, this, this nnd
this,™ eaid Lichtman, counting
her fingers for emphasis, “At the
adme time I'm doing this, I'm
doing rescnrch hstomng, .going
h past

and .. workmg on a plan.”

‘That plan ias unfolding.

Last week, with accordion
folder in hand, Lichtman’s
request to the Farmington City
Council to reconstitute the popu-
lar ox roast and hoapitality tent
signaled a continuation of the
back-to-the-future philosophy
embraced at an August 2000
town hall meeting. Also back in
placo is the original name and

CASH
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You At
Gateis chowctry

deas and getting
reudy to deliver their part of the
plan. .

M Lichtman is fielding tele-
phone calls placed by the public
to the event’s holine, (248) 470-

# And, a logo is being devel-
oped by local design artist Guil
Green, one that will emphasize a
missing ingredient of recent fes-
tivals — the history and tradition
started by Farmington's found-
ing fathers.

Lichtman said the two-year
regime of Mike and Sandra
Watts (hired by the festival

ard to make the festival more
of an economically viable region-
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al attraction) wasn't necessarily
*“n bad thing," noting that the
2000 festival actually made a
profit for the first time in several

years.

“But I think, for this communi-
ty, with so much community
pride , having a num-
ber of poople working on it
makes sense,” Lichtman said. “...
This is something that is impor-
tant to the whole community.”

Coupling that with high
tations for the festival, she is
looking forward to presenting an
avent that will incorporate the
best of the past with some win-
ning new ideas.

First things first

“To have it as o draw for the
southeastern area is not a pri-
mary goal,” Lichtman empha-
sized. °I certainly think if we
produce a quality event that has
a lot going for it, then that will
be. a side benefit. We obviously
want o good turnout, but this is
a celebration of a community
and jt'a history.”

According to Gary Lichtman,
the town hall meoting and hear-
ing people out was essential to
the subsoquent remewed
embracement of tradition.

ulta include a return to the
former name and date and
assurances that a non-profit
group won't need to pay to

H ‘Bringing In the histo-
ry, returning the name,
that meant so much to
people.’

Gary Lichtman
—Lichtman & Associates

march in the parade or be
charged the same fee as a com-
mercial vendor to set up a booth,

Making sure Farmington Hills
ia connected is just as important,

“Bringing in the history,
returning the name, that meant
20 much to people,” he said,
“These two communities used to
be onc. People in Farmington
Hills ... need to find a special
time to celebrate what the
Founders Festival is, what the
founding history is, rather thnn.
‘that's them and this is us.”

Including the Hills

Thera will be a strong Hills
component in the 2001 event,
pro; Suzanne Lichtman.

For example, the second annu.
sl Kids Day in the Park, on
Thursdey, July 18, is being
spenrhoaded by Dave Boyer,
director of the Farmington Hills
Specianl Services Department.

And Nancy Coumoundouros,
cultural arts coordinator for the

two cities, is turning Memorial *
Park into “Art on the Grand,”
representing the collected worka
of fine arta crafters.

Farmington Hills also is help-
ing work with the festival's his-
torical committee to launch &
guided hiltnry tour of many of
the area’s landmark sites.

“It's great to have a moon-
walk,” joked Gary Lichtman.
“But it's also wonderful to be
able to uﬂ'erl lomsthinu that
opens up people'a eyes.”

Still, glawry by xueu probably
wouldn't be enough to keep the
festival afloat financially.

*While we want to respect and
honor the traditions of the festi-
val,”-said Suzanne Lichtman,
“there needa to be a recognition
there are various demographics
in the communitiea combined
and we need to make sure the
festival is addressing the needs
of many different areas of inter-
est.

“It is a line to walk, It's
respecting and honoring tradi-
tion but at the same time, it's
making it fresh and interesting.”

Who knows what else she
might have embedded in her
magic bag, ready to unveil in
order to do just that.
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Could this be a mnkom'-bnuk
year for the Fnrmington
Founders Festival?

Don't even suggest that to fes-
tival administrator Suzanne
Lichtman, who strongly believes
that a return to lost traditions
will help it rebound from a cou-
ple of down years.

"Absolutely not® a crossroads
year, said Lichtman, during a
recont interview at the Farm-
ington Observer offices. ...
What I'm getting from the board
is just a very high confidence .
factor and optimism for what |
this is going to be this year.”

Lichtman said she s cortain :
she can help stabilize the festi-::
val, which has been humpered 3

by some uncertainty since 1988.°
when the Farmington/Farming-
ton Hills Chamber of Commerce!

determined it could no longer,

afford writing off festival cost.

R I o o ot

ﬂﬁw'ﬁ"-"ﬁ”ﬂ'“’-' sy Michigan Classic Baflet Company’s

1ith Anniversary

yg@m%

Aprit 7, 2001
1100 AM & 330 PH
Festuring the Children’s Ballet
“Coppélia” and a Mixed Repertory
" Mercy Auditorium .
29300 W 11 ke Rd » Fornington tills, MI 48336
8800 Rescrved Tickets - $100 Surcherge at Door

Charge Tickets by Phonc al 2483346964
Croup Tickets Available ~ Call for Details e
—

LUXURY CAT \¥
BOARDING  |%
We don't belleve
es, S0 we
pamper your cat
In private rooms,
aT.V. lounge and

'WE MUST MAKE ROOM
.FOR CONSTRUCTION! §

30 - 70% OFF f

IN-STOCK MERCHANDISE

assortment of
glfts and toys

rea..

slgrllng nl J usl
sio

e
ADUCTIONS 77
.\\ i

A \un}- -

ACCELERATED AND BACHELOR
. DEGREE COMPLETION INFORMATION
. PROGRAM

Saturday, March 31, 2001
- 10:00 AM. to 1:30 P.M.

(Includes presentatinons & meeting with the m;)mwnlall\n)

DISCOVER YOUR OPPORTUNITIES!
’ Explore Your Oplions!
- Schoolcran College

McDowell Center
Room MC 200

© Are you a mollvaied working adun?
# Do you have exccllent writing skills?

# In the lock of a degree an obstacle for opportunity
for career maves?

luil;"m ;oem,, Jor;m 'J’,";

33080\N Hiweitern Hwy " ‘Wast Bloomfield"

44

ard I.ﬂke Road &14 Mlle) '

m fUNee will be
prumllng lm‘annallan unlque o ihelr program,

CENTRA 1GAN UNIVERSITY IARY’S COLLEGE i
LT OLLECE AV AaTA Arce You Suffering From: R HOW TO REACH US “
D R At A Do, A |
: b 3 es ver Interrup! eep
: e R CHNOILOGY oF N oy e Do you know what’s wrong?  Find out... Nightline. :mm
: FRANKLIN UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITY OF PIOENIX —
. NORTIRNYOOD UNIVERSITY WAYNF. STATE UNIVERSITY Wednesday, March 2ist 7:00-8:00PM Display A 734-591-2300
: ROCIIESTER COLLEGE WILLIAM TYNDALE COLLEGE Dr. Riccardo DiPasquo Home 734-591-0800
- &R ntives wilk be pvallable ¢ et wiit fer th 3 ; 0
P ﬂi%?::m.;“n‘émﬁ.:‘, ris,'.:.'?;:. s Mminiration, Southfield Center for the Ars, Raam 200 FAX 2484779722
calth LEHT ol 3 48-4°

M Contact Jan Munday, Counseling Center al — Limited to the First 30 Calls — OAE Ontine 248-.901-4716
: (754) 4814400, ext. 5315 for rescrvations, (248) 443-1995 Photo 734-891-0800
; Light refreshments ielll be served. Lroaasre Reader Line 734.953.2040
- Sports NIghHING viecucisevsmmmsssessssnsssinsnsenn 734-983-2204

* Onling ~— be

. just about any communications software: PC or Macintosh. You
are able to send and recelve unlimited e-mail, access all features
of tha Intemet, read electronic editions of The Famington .
and other Obsarver & Eccentric Newspapers and chat with users .
8cr08s town or ecross the country.
“Phota orders mus&lr for plctures mln have boen taken by our

ase provide date, page number

und dmﬂaﬂm of the plﬂum, ‘which must have beon wblllmd .

. 5t 8ix months. Prints are $20 for the first prnt, $7.50
lor aacn oadluonnl print. Payment s In advance (check or credit

@he%tmmgtnn
siies Observer

334:.1. Grand Rive
(On the southwest corner of

PLUS

'WE PAY YOUR SALES TAXI'
OR

er'w F'ummon aa:)

NO PAYMENTS - NO INTEREST
FOR 1 YEARY
OR

- NO INTEREST FOR 2 YEARS!

/l/(/[("/];;)

v/
1 Izommz'llle




