(Fic10 The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, MARCH 16, 2001
—vowmm— Faith must be a family affair| Soulful Jewish

R
Rev, Paul Melrose

place in many areas to hear
a lament auch as “ Oh, if
they just belioved it would be
oll right.* Or “If my kids went
to church that would give them
the morals to straighten them
out.” So, the interest in religion
and spirituality has risen
sharply in recent years,
- Many studies done by the
Gellup organization and other
reputoble groups show that
belicf in Geod is as strong as it
éver wag, Othor atudies will
break down that conclusion to
explore faith and belief among
the teen population.
Even thero many tecns will
report a religious belief that is
important to them and kuepu

I! is becoming pretty common

tiona to pravide experiences, for
those who wish to sign up, to
study one's own religious tradi-
tion,
Yet, with all of this study
there is a continuing concern
about immoral behavior of
many kinds. Violence done to
othors continues to thrive. For
those who value immediate
gratification and pleasure over
the gradual involvement in a
belief system and way of life
which seems to make sense and
provide a structure to lifo the
nddictlve plenuurou of drugs,

or than words. Parents must
not only practice what thoy
preach but behave in a way con-
sistent with what they preach if’
they expect their children to
take church, synagogue,
mosque, or faith influcnces seri-
ously. Educators, therapists,
clergy and others in similar
roles are often given tho respon-
sibility, either by the socicty pt’
large or even sometimes by
frustrated parents, to make
kids belicve and get them
straightened out. I believe that
it is true that it doos take a

ity and n faith commu.

sex, an
seem o take over. The reasons
for all of this can either be
because there {s no belief sys-
tom and one grabs on to the
most immediate thing to fill
this gap in one's life, or ono is so
intent on eatisfying one’s own
need, variously called pride, or
self-conteredness, or hubris,
that one's own plensure to the
exclusion of all clee becomes the
belief or volue, of faith that ono
chooses to live by.

Bohavior does not change
simply by changing the mes-
sage. For a family to have a
fmth trnditlon that makea a
to keep them

them going. Ina
religious diversity as rich nu
ours here in southeastern
Michigan, there ias a concerted
offort in many religious tradi.

together appropriately and pro-
vide a structure there is a lot of
work that must take place.
Simply put, actions sprak loud-

nity and an academic communi-
ty and & peer group tommun(ty
all working at thefr best to raise
a person.

If a family wants a faith tra-
dition to support them they
must find one that they believe
in. The Christian tradition, the
Jewiah tradition, and other
faiths believe in the importance
of the family structure. But to
pass on that faith and make it
real one must get involved. In
the Christian tradition the
model of driving the kids to
Sunday School, of CCD, and
picking them up, without being
active in fellowship opportuni-
ties, attending worship on a
regular basia, seeking educa.
tional opportunitics to learn
about your faith, and finding

those opportunities to reach out
to others, which {s n part of so
many faiths, all will help make
that faith a part of one's life,

But if these f{deas are to be
successful the parents must
chooso this avenue of life. The
worst job I have, as o pastoral
psychotherapist, is to have a
family in my office sither where
the parents want the therapist

make the children behave by
preaching at them, or quickly
getting the child to accept the
faith of their parents with no
work to understand the child’s
faith perspective.

Families, in their infinite
variety of forms, are still the
building blocks of our lives. It
is o psychological need, aa well
as a religious precept, thn faith
is a building block of life.
Bringing your family into the
faith you believe in will have
benefits for all family members
of many kinds. Bu’. it - must be

singer at JCC

He's a littla bit rock, a little bit
Jnzz, a little ensy listening with a
whole lot of Jewish soul. He's
singer/songwriter Sam Glaser
and he'll appear in a Jewish
Community Center Julius Cha-
jes/Encere concert at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 18 at Yeshivat
Akiva (Hebrow Day School) at
21100 W. 12 Mile in Southfield.

Appearing with Glaser is the a
cappella Jewish singing group
Beat'Achon, o six-man ensemble
that harmonizes with a catchy
beat in ita original compositions
and arrangements,

Los Angeles born and raised,
Glaser has been composing,
singing and playing piano since
ege 7. He attended leading
music and business schools and
has recorded alght albums of his
own blished four

done
over time, and it will take hard
work. But what about faith and
life does not take commitment
and devotion in order to experi-
ence its blessing?
Dr. Paul Melrose is a staff
thcrapu: at the Samaritan
ling Center of h
ecrn Michigan. He can be
reached at www.metanoia.org
Ipaulmelrose or 474-4701,

Local author in ‘Chicken Soup’ book series on gardening

Donna Gundle-Krieg, a local
writer, recently sold o story
called “Ruby’s Roses” that will
appear in Chicken Soup for the

Gardener’s Soul, available at
majar bookstores and on line.

It's the story of 'a gardening
memory from Gundle's childhood

Just ﬂrnvedl
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in Farmington Hills, inspired by
her mother, Jeannine Gundle,
an avid gardener.

“Many of my mother's dearest
friends are from the Farmington
Hill and Dale Garden Club,
where she has belonged for over
20 years,” said Gundle-Krieg.
“My faverite part of gardening is
that it creates memories that

live forever, A few years ago,
Ruby was placed in a nursing
home and the new homeowner
planned to kill the rose bushes. I
spent half my summer moving
the roses to Highland, whum 100
of them flourish today.”
Gundle-Krieg is a Michigan
State Univorsity certified master
gardener who lives in Highland.
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Angels’ Places seventh annual
benefit concert is scheduled at
7:30 p.m. Saturday, March 24, at
St, Hugo of the Hilla.church, at
?{anls Opdyke Rond in Bloomfield

The concert will feature a vari.
ety of music sure to please all
ages performed ly Manfred
Dreilech, renownod recording
artist, along with Mark Tisdall
and Barbara Ogar. The concert

collections of Iyrm and poetry, :
two sheot music songbooks of his
Jewizh music and a new choral ?,
book Kol Haneshama (Voice o!'
the Soul.)

The public is invited. Tickets: t
are $36, $20 and $15, and are ;
available at both Jewish Com- ~
munity Centers: the D. Dan and
Betty Kohn building on the 3
Applebaum ¢ampus, 6600 W. -,
anle West Bloomfield; and the |
Jimmy Prentis Morris bulldlng
on the Taubman campus, 15110
W. 10 Mile, Oak Park.

Jewish Community Cunm
members and Yeshivat Akive
students are eligible for a $3 dis- .
count on $16 tickets. '

For more information, call the
JCC at 248-867-4030, Co-spon- _
goring the concert are Yeshivat °
Akiva and Neighborhood Praoject. |

-Benefit set for Angels’ Place

is free. Refreshments will be pro- *

vided,

Angels’ Place i8 o non-profit «
organization providing H
homes and services for adults
with developmental dhnbx]itiea !
since 1982,

There is an Angels’ Place resi- .
dence in Farmington Hilla, N

For more information, call :
Barbara Urbiel at {248) 350-
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Tyndale student recital Saturday

The William Tyndale College
department of music will present
a student recital at 7 p.m,, Sat-
urday, March 17,

‘The concert is free and open to

the public.
It will be held in the Kresge

Chapel on the Tyndele campus,
at 36700 W. 12 Mile nd..m ;
west of Drake, Farmington Hills,
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Temple Beth El's
LOREN B. FISCHER CULTURAL ARTS SERIES
FOR CHILDOREN AND THEIR FAMILIES
presents .
“FROG & TOAD"
A Wild Swan Theater Production
Two of Amold Lobel's most beloved characters,
Frog 8 Toad, show how good friends help each
other through thick and thin... as thay welcome spring,
plant a garden and sham a basket of cookles.

Open to the Community  No Charge

Temple Beth El 7400 Telegraph Road at 14 Mile Road
851-1100, 2
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GOLF

NIGHT

GETAWAY

AAA TravelFarmington Hills
Tuesday, March 21, 6:30 p.m.
RSVP 1-800-224-1178

Golfers, want to spend your next vaca-
tion petfecting your game at one of the
country’s premier courses! Join AAA
Travel for our special “Golf Getaway
Night" where you'll discover more
about our all-Inclusive, wotld-class
golf vacation packages. Our golf travel
experts will be on hand to answer any
questions you may have.

With a full range of beautiful dnllm:

If you're diagnosed with cancer, nothing is more important than getting healthy again. Fortunately, there’s a number that
<an help, 1-800-865-1125. The nurses at the Cancer AnswerLine can provide valuable insight about specific types of cancer,

luding the latest hand options. Or, they can help you get a refermal or second opinion. If you — or someone

you love — has cancer, don't hesitate to call the Cancer AnswerLinc. [t could be the first step at improving your adds. tions and challenging counes, you' &30 am. - 5:30 pm.
. . apt to find & golf getaway thﬂt'i pen‘m turda

. for you, Bst ofall AAA Tavel Saturdays &30 a.m. - 1230 pm.
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- - - = www.cancer.mea.umich.edu for reservations at our
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