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Letdown costly for Marian

BY MARTY BUDNER
STAY? WRITER

There's no room for latdowns
in state tournament play. Birm-
ingham Marian's volleyball team
learned that valuable lesson
Tuesday night.

After a sensational month-long
run that netted Catholic League,
district and regional champl-
onships, the Mustangs® magical
aeason ended in surprisingly
swift fashion in o Class A state
quartorfina) match at Walled
Lake Central High School.

‘Tha Mustang fans barely had
enough time to settle in before
they knew what hit them.
Macomb County power Fraser
eliminated Marian (39-11-2)
with a two.gamo sweep that
stunned noarly everyone in
attendance.

After dropping a close opener,
the Mustangs never found a
'rhythm in the second game and
watched their season como to a
close by 16-12, 15-1 scores.

Mearian coach Stephanie
Storen said her team just never
got on track.

“We just didn’t come to play,
plain and simple,” Storen said.
“Fraser played wel), you have to
give them credit. But we didn't
even put up a fight.

B VOLLEYBALL

“The girls did not come vdih
the right mind frame. That w.
not Marian volleyball, she nld.
“It was probably a case of us
being a little nervous and excit-
ed. We just did not get off on the
right foot.”

The Mustangs fell behind
early games, They rallied
first game close, but
never did overcome the second-
gamae deficit.

“We've done it all year long.
‘We get behind, but we've always
been able to fight back,” she
said. *You can't do that all the
time. It's going to burn you one
of thaln times. It burned us

ay,”

In the opener, Fraser fresh-
man Peachy Jankowski served
for four straight points to give
the Ramblers & 4-0 lead. Marian
senlor Sarah Cashen got one of
those points back, but Fraser
scored the next four points to
take an 8-1 lead.

The Mustangs regrouped and
fought back to tie the game at 8-
all ofter Katherine Woch served
for four straight points.

The match went. back-and-
forth for the next few minutes

and Marian took an 11-8 lead on
service points from Kathleen
Henry and Erin Poglita,

However, Fraser (48-8-8) reg-
istered six of the next seven
points to win by

Marian fell behind again in
the second game as Jankowski
staked the Ramblers to a quick
7-0 lead. This time the Mustangs
could not bounce back.

Fraser hiked the margin to 12-
0 before Marian scored. The
Ramblers tallied the next three
points and marched into the
semifinal round for the first time
under coach Kim Argiri,

*We fought back real well in
that firat game. We started to
come back and play like we nor-
mally play. We just didn't fininh
it off,” aaid Storen. “In the sec-
ond game, it was the same thing
all over again. They just played
nervous, They dld not play like
they normally do.”

Argiri said it was the best
match her team played.

“We came out hot,” Argiri said.
“When you're down 8-0 like that,
it’s hard to get back the focus
and come back, especially when
the pressure is on, When you
lose (in the ummament) you're
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The Maples were 35 min-
+ utes off a hard-fought, three-
¥'garne victary over Plymouth
in the semifinals (10-
©'18,°16-11, 16-14) while the
to 8 15-2, 15-
‘_ 10 win over Belleville — then
1+ 'itood around and watched the
dramatic, Adrian comeback
S from-a 14- lO deficit in the

“When we wen down, 14-
10, we wero not even thinking
- ‘about being in this match at
Adrian coach
Mike Watkins said after his
.team made a necessary
- adjustment to power past
Ladyw:

.. " The key adjuutmmt ‘Adrian
lmdo came early in the sec-

Wm reglonal title

 sorve-receive :etupn we 't
Watkins
gling with our two {back-row.
deployment), which we vmnl

return service, Adrian’ wa
able to direct tho ball fo i

Almost immediately,’-th
Maple front line regnin.d
confidence,

“When we’ pnu tha bal;
well,” Watkins 2aid, “we know
we can drive the ball ia’

done. They juat did a {
job,”

Falcons fall to Vikings in regional

BY DAN O'MEARA
STA? WRITER

"
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Farmington put up a good
fight but couldn’t bring down
Walled Lake Central in a Closs
A regionnl tournament volley-
ball match Friday.

The season cndcd for the Fal-
cona when it dropped a pair of
12-16, 10-15 scores to the
Vikings at Troy Athens High

chool,

Central was the eventual
regional runner-up to Birming-
ham Marian, which was elimi-
nated by Fraser in a state quar-
terfinal contest Tuesday.

As it was in the district tour-
nament, Farmington was over-
anxious and too psyched up for
the start of regional play, accord-
ing to conch Alex Perrin,

Consequently, the Falcons fell
behiad in the firat game, E-l.

The Falcons faced a 6-0 deficit
in the mecond game, but they
came back to tie the score again,
6-6. However, their serving
failed them at that point.

“We were in it and couldn't hit
o serva in the court,” Perrin said.
“I hava to think the pressure was
starting to build a little bit. The
regional is a little different. It
was the biggest crowd we played
in front of the whole year.”

With the score tied, the
Vikings rotated back to their
best servers and scored the next
four points,

Stephanie Koslowski and
Kelaey Cross accounted for two
thirds of Central’s service points,

Koslowski served 14 of the 867 .

and Cross six.
_ The Falcons defended well,

ey an
tie the score at 12 bofore the
Vikings pulled ahead to win.

“It took some time to sottle
down, it being our first regional
and tho oxcitement of it and
adjusting to that,” Perrin said.

Farmington rallied behind the
serving of Lyndsy Howard and
hitting of Jessica Janowicz, who
had seven kills in the match
with no attacking errors.

“The problr:m is she only had
16 swings,” Perrin said. *We did-

n't get her the ball as much as
we should have.”
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, and didn't allow Cen-
trals pnmury hitter, Heather
Lippert, to have a Big perfor-
mance against them, according
to Perrin.

*I don't know how many killa
she hed, but I didn't think she
hurt ua,” he said. *I thought we
limited her offense as much as
we could. She'a a good player;
she's going to get her killa,

*1 thought the best offensive
player on the court was Jeasica.
They really couldn't stop her.”

Perrin said his players should-
n't hang their heads in defeat,
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becouse Central had a quality

team.

*We didn't bring our A game,”
he said. “We brought our B
game, and that wasn't good
enough to beat a Central.”

The Falcons, who finished
with a 18-21.7 record, lose three
playera to graduation — Jossi
Halliday, Chrisasy Baker and
Howard,

“We were talented but inexpe-
rienced going in, and the season
reflected it,” Perrin said. “When
we had all our people in place we
had success.

“Winning the district and Sil-
ver Division at Walled Lake
Central were great accomplish-
ments. In the conference towrna-
ment, we narrowly missed get-
ting out of our pool without two
starters.

“When you lock at-how.far...

we've come in the laat two years,
the program has made n lot of
progress.”

Got Guns?

SERIOUS Gun Safes For SERIOUS Securi

MADNESS SALE
Factory

Dircct Prices

200 Gun Safes
in Stock... Always

Secure your valuables
with America’s Best!

ble Safe, INC.
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PINCONNING 4756 N. Huron K4, (%13) $17-879-5477
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All 2000 new, used, scratched,
merchandise must be liquida

Cal Spas*
to choose
from...
All sizes,
shapes,
colors!
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