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earlier game but was held to six
Sats 3

“Warren Woodruff shut him
down,” Moore said, “Ho gets the
tough defensivo assignmenta.

“We knew exactly what they
had (this time). We know what
to expect, and we were ready.”

West Bloomficld controlled the
tempo and offensive flow, start-
ing with Danny Wohl's drive to
the basket off the opening tip.

‘Woh! sparked the Lakers to o
42-27 halftime lead, scoring 18 of
hias game-high 22 points in the
firat half,

“Danny Wohl had a tremen-
dous game; he was great,” Moore
anid, adding Wohl excelled on
defcnse, too. *I looked in his cyes
before the game, and I said,
‘You're ready.’

“It all starts on defense, and
that kicked his offense into gear,
He played o great floor game and
an almost-perfoct gamo on
defense.”

The Lakers also had 18 points
from Kyle Brown, who came off
the bench Jate in the first quar-
ter to put his team back on a
roll. He and Woh! had 81 of their
team's 42 first-half points,

Farmington had climbed with-
in two, 14-12, with seven
straight points when Brown
sank ive th i

tionnlly play man-to-man
defense, opted for a zono this
time but eventually were forced’
to abandon it, -

“Wo wanted to zone them and
not lot Jon Merritt touch the
ball, but they had pretty good
outside shooting,” Mikel said.

“The acore got to n point we
couldn't sit in the zone, and we
went man-to-man. When we did
that, they isolated Jon Merritt
on us, and we had no answer for
‘that.”

Converaely, the Lakers, who
played a zone in the January
game, went man-to-man from
the start Saturday,

“What happened the firat time
was wo fell back into a zone, and
they wero holding the ball,”
Moore said. “We had to come out
and control the boards. Jon Mer-
ritt was a force inside.”

“One of our strong points has
been rebounding, nnd they just
dominated the boards,” Mikel
snid, “We've been able to
rebound and run our offense,
and tonight we weren't able to do
either one.”

Matt Mikel scored all 16 of his
tenm-high points, which includ-
ed three triples, in the first half.

Brad Barenle also made three
lﬂplc.l in an 11-point offort.

in the final minute to put West
Bloomfield's lead back nt eight.

*That scemed to take some
wind out of our sails,” Falcons
conch Denny Mikel said, “Wo
were making a run and ‘boom,
boom’ the kid hits two threes,
and we're right back where we
were.

“I think, psychologically, that
had a little effect on us.”

¢ Lakers also controlled the
middle with 6-foot-7 Jonathon
Marritt, who had 11 of his 14
points in the second half, and 6-5
Jason Mercer,

Consequently, the smaller Fal-
cons were ineflective in the paint
and were forced to rely on their
perimeter shooters.

#Woodrufl shut down Tillman,
and they might have been a little
intimidated with Merritt,” Moore
said. *1 didn’t see them trying to
doing anything inside.”

iThe 18-8 Falcons, who tradi-

', éoach-player-
éra concludes
for Mikel duo
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{Farmington High varsity bas-
etball coach Denny Mikel
escribed his emotions as bitter-
weet Saturday night when the
ason ended for the Falcons.

‘A 72-54 loss to West Bloom-
field in a district championship
gnme also ended n four-year
conching relationship with his
son, senior Matt Mike).

‘The younger Mikel was a
starting guard on the varsity
since he was a freshman. He was
o) two-time All-Western Lakes
Activities Association player and
one of the leading scorers in
school history.
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:*It's been a real plensure to be
n}le to coach him the last four
years,” Denny Mikel said. “A lot

people weren't sure that would
Be o positive situation — son and
dad together.

1 *I think he handled it well.
He's just a team player. It was
nice to be here but also bitter-
sweet, losing the district and
coaching your son for the last

time.

* 1 “On the other hand, I'm glad I
Had the opportunity to conch my
son, It will probably be the high-
ljght of my coaching carcer.”

-+ The season overall was a bit of
a bittersweet experience for the

- Falcons, too. They won 16 of 22

- games, which waa second only to
:Ihst year’s 17 victories.

: However, the only title Farm-
ipgton won was the city champi-
onship, for the second year in o
row,

+ ¢« The Falcons were runners-up
ih the regular season, the
district and a holiday tournn-
ment at Riverview Gabricl
Richard, Furthermore, they were
eliminated from the WLAA tour-
nament in the firat round.

.+ *"We were city champs but did-
4't have anything clse to show

- for the season,” coach Mikel snid.
*“I kinda fee! like the kids didn't

. got their due, oven though we

da senson.”
i Mikel said ho hasn't yet decid-
4d if he will roturn to conch next

2@ 0

had just 16 points
from its post players, and only
six camo in the firat half,

“I never folt we got into an
offensive sequence,” conch Mikel
said. “We wera rushing shots; wo
weren't making the extra pass
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and making them play defense.
It was one shot, and thot was
the end of our offense.

“I'm sure (Tillman) was one
guy they were keying on, and
their game plan was to put pres-
aure on Matt bringing the ball
up the floor.”

Farmington was within six,
26-20, midway in the second
quarter when Wohl hit a three
and two free throws and Brown
a three to make West Bloom-
field's lead 34-22,

The Lakers' lend quickly went
from 15 points nt halftime to 22
early in the third when Brown
sank another three and Merritt
scored twice on transition bas-
kets following turnovers for n 49-
27 score.

It was never close to being a
ballgame ofter that.

*Tho first game was 80 early in
the year,” Mike! said. “I think it
was the fifth game. A lot of
things happened botween now
and then,

“We knew they were going to
give us problems, and we wore
hoping somchow we could do
some thinga we wanted to do. It
didn't wark out.”

The Lakers shot nearly 60 per-
cent for the game, hitting 26 of
42 shots. They made five of 11
three-point attempts and 17 of
26 free throws.

The Falcons made 34 percent
(17-0f-50) of their field gonls,
including seven of 14 threes.
They were 13-0f-21 at tho line.
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